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ENERGY: Senate Bill 1547 expands
incentives for biomass power plants

Continued from 1A

The House vote sets up a
possible duel in the Senate
with a nearly identical bill,
which would also double the
renewable energy mandate
and force PacifiCorp and
Portland General Electric to
stop paying for coal power.
Both are scheduled for Senate
votes on Wednesday.

House Bill 4036, which
is already in the Senate, had
stalled there in the face of
a Republican maneuver to
delay a vote. In response,
Democrats stuffed a modified
version of the bill into Senate
Bill 1547, which received the
House vote Tuesday.

Since an earlier version
of that bill already passed
the Senate, it only needs a
final up or down vote in the
Senate before it would go
to Gov. Kate Brown for a
signature. If the Senate votes
to pass House Bill 4036, it
would still have to go back
to the House for a final up or

down vote.

There are some differ-
ences between the two bills.

Senate Bill 1547 expands
incentives for biomass power
plants and power plants that
burn garbage, and itallows the
utilities to seek rate increases

to pay for renewable energy lawmakers were excused
that is up to 4 percent more from the vote.
expensive than traditional Rep. Jessica  Vega

sources such as natural gas.
House Bill 4036 contains
a 3 percent cost cap and
calls for the Oregon Public
Utility Commission to adopt
regulations that encourage
competitive  bidding and
diverse ownership of renew-
able energy facilities.

The legislation ran into
controversy before the legis-
lative session began, when
The Oregonian reported
that Brown’s administration
had instructed public utility
commissioners not to go
public with their concerns
that the bill would be expen-
sive for consumers yet do
little to reduce greenhouse

gas emissions from coal
plants.
The House vote on Senate

The article “Workforce needs study underway for Umatilla County” gave the incorrect
website for the online survey. The correct address is www.surveymonkey.com/r/umatilla-
countyworkforceneeds. An article in Tuesday’s East Oregonian provided an incorrect name
for one of three members reappointed to the state forestry board. Her name is Cindy Deacon
Williams. The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely regrets any
errors. If you notice a mistake in the paper, please call 541-966-0818.

Corrections

Bill 1547 on Tuesday largely
followed party lines with
support from Democrats,
although several Republicans
also voted for the bill. Two

Pederson, D-Portland, said
it was important to pass
Senate Bill 1547 because it
will impact the type of power
sources the utilities choose to
replace coal. A representative
of Portland General Electric
told lawmakers last month the
legislation could determine
how much the utility relies
on natural gas, as opposed to
variable sources such as wind
and solar, as it phases out
coal power.

Rep. Clift Bentz, R-On-
tario, said the legislation had
improved after a series of
modifications by lawmakers
and other interested parties
but still needed more work.

WOLF: Number of attacks on livestock confirmed
by ODFW decreased for the second year in a row

“| think for anyone looking at how the last
few months have gone down, it should be
disturbing that these two poachings were

buried down in this report.”

— Steve Pedery, conservation director with Oregon Wild

Continued from 1A

of the Mount Emily pack was
killed on public land near
the boundary of the Umatilla
Indian Reservation. By then,
wolves had been taken off the
state endangered species list.

Sgt. Tim Brown, with
the OSP Fish and Wildlife
Division in Pendleton, is
investigating the two open
cases. He said they are not
related, and both happened
in remote areas with limited
access.

“We’re trying to inves-
tigate as thoroughly as we
can, and protect any clues we
have,” Brown said. “We have
leads we’re following. Some
of that stuff just takes time.”

Brown said OSP typically
doesn’t issue releases on
these cases unless they
feel the public can provide
additional information. Since
these two wolves were found
in such isolated country, he
said they didn’t feel it was
necessary. By no means were
they trying to deceive the
public, he said.

“As isolated as they were,

the individuals who shot

those wolves in both these
cases are likely the only ones
who know about it,” Brown
said.

Pedery, though, said it
sends the wrong message to
keep quiet about poaching

cases while publicizing unit. Morgan said they made
every incident of livestock the discovery on Jan. 18, and
predation — especially as biologists will try to catch

the legislature is considering
whether to affirm the state’s
decision to delist wolves.

“I think for anyone looking
at how the last few months
have gone down, it should
be disturbing that these two
poachings were buried down
in this report,” he said.

The 2015 wolf report
highlighted a 34 percent
population  increase  in
Oregon, reaching a minimum
of 110 wolves by the end
of the year. The number of
wolf attacks on livestock

confirmed by ODFW actu-
ally decreased for the second
year in a row.

ODFW also found a new
pack of wolves in southern
Umatilla and Morrow coun-
ties, located in the Heppner

and collar at least one of the
five wolves to learn more
about them.

“They’re in some pretty
remote area,” Morgan said.
“Undoubtedly, the adults
dispersed from other packs.
That’s how this works.”

The pack hasn’t yet been
named. Morgan said they
were spotted west of Battle
Mountain.

Contact George Plaven
at gplaven@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0825.
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An energy-efficient
year-round oasis.

Association at Seventh Mountain Resort offers its guests one of the few year-round
pools in Oregon, thanks to geothermal technology and energy-efficient upgrades.
As a Pacific Power customer, the resort took advantage of cash incentives from
Energy Trust of Oregon to implement several energy-saving projects. With more
than $675,000 in cash incentives since 2010, Association at Seventh Mountain
Resort feels the effect of energy savings on their bottom line. See how incentives

and upgrades can make your business
more efficient. Call Energy Trust at
|-866-368-7878 or visit bewattsmart.com.

PACIFIC POWER

Let’s turn the answers on.
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Pictured from left: Katie Anderson, Aperion Management Group with Pacific Power’s Chuck Phinney




