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WOLF: Three wolves poached during 2015
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rancher and wolf committee
chairman for the Oregon Cattle-
men’s Association, said although
the number of confirmed attacks
on livestock has gone down, those
numbers do not account for the rise
of missing animals — especially on
forest allotments. Local ranchers
have repeatedly said they need the
ability to kill problem wolves to
sustain their operations.

“I think this is the time we need
to take a very serious look at limiting
wolves in certain areas,” Nash said.

ODFW recognizes 12 wolf packs
and four additional pairs spread out
across nine counties in Oregon,
including a recently discovered
pack near Heppner. The Oregon
Department of Agriculture paid
out $174,428 in grants to pay for
non-lethal deterrents and compen-
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Mooney earned  her
bachelor’s degree at North-
western College in Orange
City, lowa and a master’s
degree in educational leader-
ship from Washington State
University. She’s working
toward a doctorate in
educational leadership from
Northcentral University,
an online college based in
Arizona.

Smith is in contention for
two high-profile education
jobs in the region, having
been named a finalist for the
Walla Walla Public Schools
superintendent position.

Following a meeting with
the public and an interview
with the board in Pendleton
on Tuesday, Smith will travel
to Walla Walla Wednesday
and go through the same
process.

Smith was hired as the
assistant superintendent for
support services in 2007,
but took on expanded
responsibility as the interim
superintendent from 2011-
2012 while Superintendent
Fred Maiocco was deployed
to Kuwait as a colonel in the
U.S. Army Reserves.

Upon Maiocco’s return,
Smith was named deputy
superintendent.

Smith was also Morrow
County  School District
assistant superintendent
2005-2007, a  Morrow
County principal 2002-2005
and a science teacher for the
Long Creek School District,
north of John Day. Smith
has a bachelor’s degree and
amaster’s degree in teaching
from Willamette University.
He’s currently working
on a doctoral degree from
Concordia University, which
he expects to complete in
2017.

Although he hasn’t made
a career in Umatilla County
like the other two candi-
dates, Kovach also brings
an extensive resume to the
table.

Kovach was promoted
from associate principal to
principal in 2012 and served
the dual role of elementary
school principal and director
of migrant education for the
Ontario School District from
2003-2009.

Before landing in Ontario,
Kovach was the assistant
principal at Nyssa Middle
School 2001-2003, Nyssa
School District director of
student services 1998-2001,
Harney County  School
District special education
coordinator 1995-1997 and
Crane School District special
education coordinator 1993-
1997.

The school board is
currently vetting all the
candidates through back-
ground and reference checks
and expects to make an
announcement on the next
step in the process soon.

The new superintendent,
who will replace outgoing
Superintendent Jon Peterson,
will start July 1 and will earn
between $127,500-$140,000
per year.

The school board is
slightly ahead of schedule
in the selection process, but
has previously committed
to announcing Peterson’s
successor by April 5.

Contact Antonio Sierra at
asierra@eastoregonian.com
or 541-966-0836.

sate ranchers for livestock losses.

Morgan said the vast majority
of wolves still live in northeast
Oregon, but predicted more will
branch out into unused territory to
the south and southwest.

“I think the population increase
is leveling out or will level out to
some degree in northeast Oregon,”
Morgan said.

Arran Robertson, spokesman
for the conservation group Oregon
Wild, said they are pleased to
see wolf management practices
allow for the species to recover in
Oregon, while reducing the number
of livestock conflicts. However, he
said they were unsettled by another
aspect of the 2015 report, showing
three wolves had been poached
during the year.

Previously, only one case of
poaching had been reported out
of Grant County. Another pair

of wolves, the Sled Springs pair,
were found dead under mysterious
circumstances in August.

Those cases have been handed
over to Oregon State Police,
Robertson said, but he wondered
why the reports weren’t made
public earlier.

“It is disconcerting,” Robertson
said.

Oregon Wild is one of the groups
that has called for a judicial review
of ODFW’s decision to delist
wolves. House Bill 4040, worked
up by state Rep. Greg Barreto,
R-Cove, and Sen. Bill Hansell,
R-Athena, would ratify the delisting
at the legislature. That bill passed
the House on Feb. 12, but remains
tied up in the Senate.
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Contact George Plaven
gplaven(@eastoregonian.com
541-966-0825.
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Wildhorse Resort & Casino on
Monday, meaning Trenton’s
birthday party with his family will
have to wait until Tuesday — the
first day of March.

Cody Cimmiyotti, a bartender
and a 24-year-old leapling, treats
the date of birthday celebrations
even more liberally.

Growing up, Cimmiyotti said
non-leap year birthday parties
tended to fall on whatever
weekend was closest to his hypo-
thetical birthday.

Although his legal birthday is
Feb. 29, 1992, Cimmiyotti said the
government places his birthday on
March 1 during non-leap years.

Cimmiyotti said leap years
have their perks. This year, he was

LEAP: Government places birthday
on March 1 during non-leap years

ableto get a free drink at Starbucks
and celebrate his birthday with his
family on its actual day.

While Cimmiyotti marked his
birthday with a family dinner,
Trenton Ellis has a slightly more
elaborate request.

Trenton’s grandmother,
Raylene, used to teach cooking
classes at Pendleton High School,
which left her with the cake pans
and know-how to make custom-
ized cakes for all her grandchil-
dren.

Trenton’s request? A police car
Transformers cake.

“He’s the MVP of Team Ellis
this month,” Raylene said.

Contact Antonio Sierra at
asierra(@eastoregonian.com  or
541-966-0836.
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10 OFF

Save on your next grocery purchase of $50 or more*
with your Safeway Club Card and this Savings Award.

*Use this Savings Award on any shopping trip you choose at any Oregon Safeway store and S.W.
Washington stores serving Clark, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat
counties by 3/8/16. This $10.00 Savings Award excludes purchases of Alcoholic Beverages, Fluid Dairy
Products, Tobacco, US Postage Stamps, Trimet Bus/Commuter Passes, Money Orders, Container
Deposits, Lottery, Gift Cards, Gift Certificates Sales, All Pharmacy Prescription Purchases, Safeway
Club Savings, Safeway Store Coupons and Sales Tax. One Savings Award redeemable per household.
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© The Fast-Dealing Property Trading Game &

Series MON-09

MONOPOLY

©1935,2016 Hasbro. Al rights reserved.

COLLECT & WIN GAME

165,000,000

in prizes and money saving offers

© COLLECT & WIN @) INSTANT WIN © ONLINE CODE GAME
Pick up a Game Ticket every time you shop at participating stores
between February 3, 2016 and May 3, 2016 (WHILE SUPPLIES LAST).
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Prices in this ad are effective 6 AM Wednesday, March 2, 2016 thru Tuesday, March 8, 2016 (unless otherwise noted) in all Safeway stores in Oregon and S.W. Washington stores serving Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Clark, Skamania,
Walla Walla and Klickitat Counties. Items offered for sale are not available to other dealers or wholesalers. Sales of products containing ephedrine, pseudoephedrine or phenylpropanolamine limited by law. Quantity rights
reserved. SOME ADVERTISING ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES. Some advertised prices may be even lower in some stores. On Buy One, Get One Free (“BOGO") offers, customer must purchase the first item

to receive the second item free. BOGO offers are not 1/2 price sales. If only a single item purchased, the regular price applies. Manufacturers’ coupons may be used on purchased items only — not on free items. Limit one
coupon per purchased item. Customer will be responsible for tax and deposits as required by law on the purchased and free items. No liquor sales in excess of 52 gallons. No liquor sales for resale. Liquor sales at licensed
Safeway stores only. © 2015 Safeway Inc. Availability of items may vary by store. Online and In-store prices, discounts and offers may differ.
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