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Gun background-check bill heads to Senate

By KRISTENA HANSEN
Associated Press

SALEM A contentious
proposal to extend the waiting
period on gun purchases from three
to 10 days to allow more time for
background checks to clear has
passed its first major hurdle in the
Oregon Legislature.

The controversy playing out
in Oregon over House Bill 4147,
which now heads to the Senate
after passing the House on Monday,
speaks to the broader debate about
gun control among policymakers
in the wake of numerous mass
shootings across the nation in recent
years.

Initially, Oregon lawmakers
sought to use HB 4147 as a
vehicle for closing the so-called
“Charleston loophole.” The phrase
refers to a man accused of shooting
people in a South Carolina church
in 2015 who was able to purchase a
weapon after the three-day waiting
period while his background check
was pending.

The vast majority of background
checks are completed right away,
allowing many gun purchases
to clear on the same day. Under
current Oregon law, in those more
rare instances where background
checks take longer than three days,
it’s up to the sellers’ discretion to
sell the gun.

Oregon lawmakers aimed to
close that loophole by requiring
background checks to clear before
guns can be purchased, regardless
of the length of time. But after
weeks of heated debate and testi-
mony from gun rights advocates,
HB 4147 was scaled back to simply
extend the waiting period to 10
business days, following similar
wait times in Hawaii, California
and Washington, D.C.

“It doesn’t close the loophole,
but it makes it tight enough to
catch a few more people who
might exploit it ... It changes little
for lawful purchasers, but it makes
it a little harder for an unlawful
purchaser to obtain a weapon,” Rep.

Lew Frederick, a Democrat from
Portland, said before casting his
‘yes’ vote Monday. “Our thoughts
and prayers are cold comfort when
innocent lives are taken by someone
with no business having access to
a weapon. Our communities need
help preventing the next tragedy.”

The House was supposed to cast
that vote Friday — when former
Arizona Congresswoman Gabrielle
Giffords, who was shot in the head
in a 2011 shooting in Tucson,
Arizona, visited Portland to launch
an anti-gun violence coalition.
However, the vote was delayed
amid concerns the bill didn’t have
support from Democrats, who
control the chamber.

When the decision came down
Monday, HB 4147 squeaked by
on a 31-28 vote, a narrow approval
for the majority party after three
Democrats sided with the Repub-
lican minority in opposing the bill.

“Everyone wants to stop
violence,” said Rep. Sherrie
Sprenger, a Republican from Scio
and a former sheriff’s deputy.
“Sometimes in the process and
gut-wrenching drive to solve a
terrible, terrible things, we want to
bring another law ... just because
we pass a law doesn’t mean we’re
going to get the desired result.”

The bill now heads to the Senate,
where the lively debate will likely
continue.

Emails seem to contradict Oracle’s Cover Oregon claims

Company says
‘cherry picked’ docs
don’t tell the story

By NICK BUDNICK
Pamplin Media Group

The words you are about to
read are ones that Oracle has been
fighting to keep secret.

The multinational software giant
insists that it’s not to blame for
the website fiasco turned national
punchline known as Cover Oregon.

However, a document reviewed
by Pamplin Media Group last week
contains internal communications
that seemingly contradict what Oracle
has been telling politicians and the
public, and suggest the company’s
own employees felt Oracle did not
give Oregon its money’s worth.

The interoffice correspondence
has never been disclosed publicly in
the two years since the faulty health
care exchange cost the state more
than $300 million.

In fact, the California-based
contractor, with annual revenue of
about $38 billion, is battling in court
to keep its internal communications
under wraps.

Oracle repeatedly has blamed the
failure of the Cover Oregon website
project on state mismanagement
and politics. It has found plenty of
backing in thousands of documents
already released publicly by the
state of Oregon.

The state, meanwhile, has argued
that Oracle knew its work was faulty
and kept vital information from the
state. What’s more, the state in court
says it now has internal documents
that support that claim. But, because
Oracle has designated the docu-

ments as confidential, the state has
been unable to share publicly what
it calls proof of its claims.

Last month the Oregon Attorney
General’s Office submitted a
24-page brief in Marion County
Circuit Court arguing that Oracle
was wrongly classifying its internal
documents as confidential. The brief
said several examples of Oracle’s
internal correspondence are not trade
secrets and should be disclosed.
But, because the documents remain
under seal, the passages are redacted
— covered with a black bar.

Last week, however, the Pamplin
Media Group was able to review a
version of the brief without the redac-
tions. The passages include summa-
ries (and a few selected quotes) of
private exchanges between Oracle
employees. They reveal:

« Some of Oracle’s own
employees in reports and emails
dissed the company’s work for
Oregon, according to the brief. One
company assessment in November
2013 found its software develop-
ment “didn’t pass the ‘laugh test.””

e In a Nov. 22, 2013, internal
email that appears to contain two
typos, one Oracle developer wrote
that an “army” of programmers for
the company was “rapoing the state f
Oregon on something that will never
work well,” according to the brief.

* Yet another passage, from a
March 16, 2012, internal email,
suggests a company executive may
have opposed the state’s plan to
hire a prime contractor to oversee
Oracle’s work out of a desire to
preserve the company’s lucrative
position as Cover Oregon’s prime
contractor. Oracle now, in contrast,
says this lack of oversight is at the
heart of the project’s problems.

* Concerns about the project

prompted Oracle’s founder, billion-
aire Larry Ellison, to request daily
progress reports in a Nov. 16, 2013,
email.

In a statement in January, Oracle
said the state’s motion includes
“misleading statements.” Asked
Monday about the excerpts, Oracle
issued a comment, attributed to
spokesperson Deborah Hellinger,
which characterizes the state’s
motion as “a handful of cherry
picked documents out of more than
2 million documents in this case.
There are thousands of documents
that tell the true story and that
clearly establish that the State was
responsible for the outcome of
Cover Oregon.”

Secrecy questioned

According to the state’s motion,
the passages above and other
documents that are labeled secret
“belie Oracle’s public relations story,
undermine its litigation defenses, and
strongly support plaintiffs’ claims.”

Oracle defended its use of the
confidentiality designation, saying
some “involve personal informa-
tion about individuals. Still others
include information about Oracle’s
other customers and trade secrets.”

But the state contends that Oracle
has misused the confidentiality order
to prevent the state from “providing
the Oregon Legislature, Congress,
federal authorities, and Oregon
citizens with a complete history” of
the project.

Oracle also sealed documents
that already are public, as well as
innocuous emails such as ones
accepting a meeting, booking a
conference room, and forwarding
a state email without comment,
according to the state’s motion.

Tung Yin, a Lewis & Clark Law
School professor, says the state’s

motion may well be a hardball
attempt to extract a generous settle-
ment. Citing emails such as the one
saying Oracle programmers were
“rapoing” Oregon may be intended
to show the company how this
would look in court.

Since the “0” and “I”” are adjacent
on keyboards, Yin says “rapoing”
appears to be a typo for “raping.”

“The worst possible reading of
that email would be, I think, that
there were people who knew (the
website) would never work, but they
were still selling it to Oregon and
taking the money,” Yin says.

Even if that isn’t what the email’s
author meant, the quote could force
Oracle to play defense in court, Yin
adds. The art of settlement negotia-
tions “is always about making your
case look as strong as possible and
your opponents’ case as weak as
possible.”

Executive opposed oversight

Perhaps the most interesting
excerpt of Oracle correspondence
concerns the state’s initial plan
to bring in the equivalent of an IT
general contractor, called a systems
integrator, to oversee Oracle and
manage the project.

The failure to hire an integrator
was, in Oracle’s more recent
portrayals, an incredibly dumb move.

“Oracle has never worked on a
project of this size and complexity

without a systems integrator in
place,” according to a PowerPoint
presentation Oracle shared with
members of Congress.

Not filling that position created a
huge management void and “created
massive problems” for the Oregon
project, the Oracle PowerPoint
continued.

According to the state’s motion,
however, an Oracle executive in
March 2012, recommended in an
internal email that the company
discuss how to stop the state from
hiring an integrator, apparently
because it would diminish Oracle’s
role in the project.

If the state hired an integrator, it
“could displace or reduce our role
significantly,” wrote the Oracle
executive, according to the version
of the state’s brief reviewed by
Pamplin Media Group. “Itisn’t clear
what we can do about this other than
pray that they keep deferring the SI
(systems integrator) selection. But
since hope is not a strategy, this
topic deserves some discussion.”

The email substantiates one of
the most explosive claims in the
state’s lawsuit against the company,
that a former Oracle employee said
the firm engaged in a secret effort
to dissuade the state from hiring
an integrator. Oracle told Oregon it
would fill the role instead, the state
lawsuit claims.

541-966-0818.

Corrections
A story in the Feb. 20-21 weekend edition of the East Oregonian

gave incorrect information about a new egg production facility in
Milton-Freewater. Mahlon Zehr moved onto the 40-acre farm two and
a half years ago, and sold his flooring and carpet business in November.
The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely
regrets any errors. If you notice a mistake in the paper, please call
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