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Shopping for the Rings

ike many decisions

couples make when

planning their wed-
dings, choosing rings comes
down to personal preference.

Engagement ring purchases

are usually a solo endeavor,
with the groom having an idea
of the ring style and color his
bride-to-be prefers. But couples
usually shop for their wedding
ring sets together, and such
excursions can be special and
meaningful.

As couples prepare to shop

for rings, it can help for each
person to list the attributes he
or she would like in a ring. This
should include the type of met-
al, color, width, and even cost.
Couples may find they have
different preferences, and this is
perfectly fine, as wedding rings
do not have to match.

A wedding band should com-
plement the engagement ring
but not be a perfect match.

An ornate engagement ring

might look better with a simple
band, and vice-versa. Similarly
cut gemstones also can com-
plement an engagement ring.
If the bride chooses to wear
both her engagement ring and
wedding band together on the
same finger, she should choose
a band that will accommodate
the curves of uniquely shaped
engagement rings.

Couples can make some early
choices even before they visit
jewelry stores. Narrow down
your options so the experience
will not be overwhelming.
When the time comes to shop,
give yourselves at least two
months to browse and then
choose the rings you like best.
Lifestyle and daily routine
should be considered at all
times. These rings will be worn
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daily, and no one wants to fret
about a ring being too delicate
to stand up to everyday wear
and tear. Also, think long-term.
Trendy rings can be fun, but
will they still seem like such a
good idea when you are cele-
brating your twentieth wedding
anniversary?

When getting rings sized, both
the bride and groom should

go when their fingers aren’t
swollen from exercise or early
in the morning after they may
have retained fluid. Shopping
should take place when hands
aren’t too hot or cold. This will
allow the best size so the bands

fit comfortably and will have
enough wiggle room should
fingers swell or shrink a little
bit.

People can protect their invest-
ments by keeping the ring on
as much as possible and only
removing it when engaging in
demanding physical activity or
when working with chemicals.
Store the ring in a safe spot
when you are not wearing it so
you are less likely to lose it.
Wedding rings can be pur-
chased from any number of
retailers. Just be sure the rings
are of good quality and sellers
stands by the craftsmanship.
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