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Blazers beat Warriors 137-105

.
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Portland Trail Blazers guard Damian Lillard, left, shoots over Golden State Warriors forward Harrison Barnes,
right, during the second half of an NBA basketball game in Portland Friday.

Damian Lillard scores career-high 51 points

Associated Press

PORTLAND — Damian
Lillard scored a career-high
51 points, and had seven
assists and six steals to lead
the Portland Trail Blazers to a
stunningly dominant 137-105
win over the Golden State
Warriors on Friday night.

C.J. McCollum added 21
points and seven assists for
the Blazers, who have won
four straight and nine of 10 to
move above .500 for the first
time since Nov. 4 (3-2).

Stephen Curry led the
Warriors (48-5) with 31
points and five assists. Dray-
mond Green added 14 points,
12 rebounds and eight assists,
but also had nine turnovers
as Golden State snapped its
11-game winning streak.

The Blazers used a stifling
defense throughout the game,
but especially in the third
quarter when they forced the
defending champions into
13 turnovers. Portland led
104-79 after three and the
lead could have been bigger
if the Blazers had been able
to convert more of those
turnovers into points.

Golden State failed to
mount any sort of threat in the
fourth quarter, and finished
with 20 turnovers that led to
17 Portland points.

Thenight started out strong
for both sides as Lillard and
Curry engaged in a spirited
game of showmanship in the
first quarter, with the Blazers’
point guard — who grew up
on Oakland — besting his
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game in Portland Friday.

counterpart 17-6 en route to a
42-31 lead.

The Blazers’ final 10
points of the opening quarter
came from Lillard, courtesy
of a layup, two 3s, and a

jumper. Portland shot 65
percent, while the Warriors
could only muster 43 percent.
Golden State’s first-quarter
deficit would have been
worse without five 3-pointers,

including four from Curry.
The Blazers increased
their lead to 54-35 in the
second quarter, thanks in part
to a cold stretch from the floor
that saw Golden State miss
nine of 10 shots. But a flurry
of Portland turnovers and
close-in buckets resulted in a
12-0 run to get the Warriors
back in the game and trail

68-62 at halftime. Curry
outscored Lillard 24-19 over
the first 24 minutes.

Mason Plumlee added 12
points in the win and Maurice
Harkless had 11 for the Blazers.

Klay Thompson scored 23
for Golden State. Marresse
Speights added 10.

TIP-INS

Warriors: Curry hit a
3-pointer on the road for a
record 101st consecutive
regular season game, the
only player to ever compile
a triple-digit streak of that
nature. He has hit a 3 in 124
straight overall, three behind
the NBA record. ... The 42
points allowed in the first
quarter were the most by a
Warriors’ opponent in any
quarter this season.

Trail Blazers: G Brian
Roberts, acquired from
Miami at Thursday’s NBA
trade deadline, made his
Portland debut, wearing No.
2 and scoring seven points
in mop-up duty. ... F Noah
Vonleh, who was active for
the final game before the
All-Star break but did not
play, returned to the starting
lineup after missing the last
four games.

Dustin Johnson tied for early lead as Spleth sent packing

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Riviera might be all Dustin
Johnson needed to snap out
of his mediocre play.

A runner-up the last
two years, Johnson shot a
5-under 66 despite making
birdie on only one of the par
5s and was tied for the lead
with Troy Merritt among the
early starters Friday in the
Northern Trust Open.

Merritt, who picked up his
first PGA Tour victory last
year at the Quicken Loans
National, had a bogey-free
66.

They were at 8-under
134.

Jordan Spieth was headed
home, though not without a
brief fight.

Spieth, the No. 1 player
in the world, opened with a
79 and knew he would have
needed something in the
low 60s to have a chance of
making the cut. He made it
hard on himself with two
early bogeys, then ran off
four straight birdies around
the turn to get within range.
But he made bogey on No. 2
with a poor iron shot to end
any realistic chance. Spieth
made eight birdies in a round
of 68 and missed by at least
four shots.

“Coming into the day, the
hard part is trying to make
enough birdies, and I did
that,” Spieth said. “Just too
many mistakes.”

Rory Mcllroy and Bubba
Watson played in the after-
noon.

Camilo Villegas, who
opened with a 63, made

double bogey on his second
hole and wound up with
a 74. He was three shots
behind Johnson and Merritt.

Johnson lost in a
three-man playoff a year
ago, and before that finished
second to Watson. He hasn’t
won since Doral last year,
and he hasn’t seriously
challenged in the final round
of any tournament since
the HSBC Champions last
November.

Turns out there’s a reason.
He stopped playing.

Johnson said he didn’t
play golf from the Hero
World Challenge in the
Bahamas on Dec. 6 until he
arrived in Kapalua nearly a
month later. Then, he took
two weeks off without much
work before Torrey Pines,
and another week off before
Pebble Beach.

It’s his idea of a winter
break to keep his mind fresh.
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Jordan Speith watches his drive on the third tee during
the first round of the Northern Trust Open golf tourna-
ment, Thursday, Feb. 18, 2016 in Los Angeles.

But he started grinding hard
at Pebble, on the course and
on the range, and appears
ready to go. It helps that it’s
at Riviera, which he loves
for the look and the way he
plays it.

“I think it sets up very
good to me. It looks good
to my eye. It’s a beautiful
course,” Johnson said. “It’s
fun to play. You’ve got to hit
a lot of different shots, and it
never plays easy. So this is
about as easy as it can play
right now, good weather and
the greens are really soft.
Still, the scores are not that
low.”

All but two of his drivers
went at least 300 yards, and
one stood out in particular.
He took it over a tall euca-
lyptus tree on the 458-yard
13th hole, leaving him only
116 yards to the pin. He
nearly holed the second shot,
only for it to spin back some

20 feet and lead to a two-putt
par.

Still, it sure got Adam
Scott’s attention.

“Fourth hole of our day,
he’s swinging like it’s 95
degrees and midday some-
where,” Scott said. “I was
looking for another cup of
coffee and he’s piping it over
the trees on 13. The way he
drives the golf ball is just
unreal. He’s an incredible
talent and fun to play with,
fun to watch.”

Scott didn’t do too shab-
bily. He had a 68 and was
part of the group at 6-under
136.

Also in that group was
another major champion —
Justin Leonard, the 1997
British Open champion —
who took a winter’s break
that even Johnson would
admire. Leonard packed up
and moved his wife and four
children to Aspen, Colorado,
last year and is loving life on
the ski slopes.

He prepares for golf
mainly in the gym, doing
exercises that are key to
his swing. But as for golf?
He went 35 days without
so much as touching a
club until he started out his
year in the desert. Leonard
wants to play no more than
a dozen times this year, and
he’s making the most of this
opportunity.

Leonard rarely got out of
position, making two bogeys
when he did, but he closed
with a 4-iron from 204 yards
up the hill to 6 feet for birdie
on the ninth.

SWIMMING: Finals
start at 1 p.m. in Gresham
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to earn the trip to the
finals. The  freestyle
relay team of Clemons,
Johnson, Jennings, and
Grant Banister, finished in
third place with a time of
1:32.98.

Pendleton’s only
competing girls relay team
of Sam Schmitz, Oceane
Schreier, Landry Huth, and
Bethan Van Cleave just
missed the cut to the finals,
finishing in eighth place
in the 400 freestyle with
a time of 4:04.43 — four
seconds away from the
sixth place cutoff.

Hermiston’s only repre-
sentative at the prelims
was Jacob Snell competing
in the 100 butterfly and
he struggled on Friday,

finishing in 12th place with
a time of 1:02.68.

Teams will recon-
vene today starting at
1 p.m. for the finals at
Mt. Hood Community
College Aquatic Center in
Gresham.

OSAA 5A State Prelims

Local finishers

Boys 200 yard medley relay

5) Pendleton — Jennings, Clemons,
O’Hanlon, Johnson — 1:45.29

Boys 50 yard freestyle

1) Jon Jennings, Pendleton, 21.80

11) Dylan Clemons, Pendleton, 23.64

Boys 100 yard butterfly

12) Jacob Snell, Hermiston, 1:02.68

Boys 100 yard freestyle

1) Jon Jennings, Pendleton, 48.18

Boys 500 yard freestyle

12) Shane Miltenberger, Pendleton,
6:00.65

Boys 200 yard freestyle relay

3) Pendleton — Clemons, Banister,
Johnson, Jennings — 1:32.98

Boys 100 yard breaststroke

9) Dylan Clemons, Pendleton, 1:05.16

Girls 400 yard freestyle relay

8) Pendleton — Scmitz, Schreier, Huth,
Van Cleave — 4:04.43

Boys 400 yard freestyle relay

12) Pendleton — Headley, Frazier,
Banister, Johnson — 3:40.49
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Hermiston’s Sara Ramirez shoots the ball in front of
Hood River’s Abby Walker in the Bulldogs’ 87-38 win
against the Eagles on Friday in Hermiston.

DAWGS: Shot 77 percent
from the floor in first quarter
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games. Very crucial. She’s
one of those dark horses.
.. Everyone needs to get
credit where credit is due,
but sometimes 1 think she
gets overlooked.”

Padilla led the defen-
sive unit that outscored the
Eagles by 30 in the first
quarter Friday night. The
Bulldogs started the game
in their trademark press,
and it’s only gotten better.

For about the first two
and a half minutes of the
first quarter, Hermiston
barely let Hood River
cross the timeline. When
they did, the Eagles either
threw the ball away or
forced up a tough layup,
which bounced out for
easy Bulldog layups.

In those first few
minutes, Hermiston scored
13 points, missed just two
field goal attempts and
forced five HRV turnovers
before Eagles coach Scott
Walker took a timeout.
It’s the exact kind of start
Hoffert is looking for.

“We take pride in that,”
Hoffert said of the defen-
sive effort.

In fact, Hermiston did
just about everything it
wanted to do.

Turnovers and smoth-
ering defense? Check.

Efficient offense?
Double check.
Hermiston shot 77

percent from the floor in
the first quarter, mostly
off layups. The Bulldogs
were also 3-3 from 3-point
range that frame. The one
blemishisa 1 of 5 from the
free throw line.

For the game, Herm-
iston shot 60 percent (37
of 62) from the field, 55
percent (10 of 18) from
deep, but just 3-11 from
the free throw line.

Edmiston said free
throws, and making the
right basketball decision,
were two little things they
must work on moving
forward.

“The little things, we
could’ve tuned those up a
little bit,” she said. “(Like)
lay-ins and free throws.
Our extra little passes, we
need to make the right
decision when we get into
the paint.”

It’s an interesting place

the Bulldogs have found
themselves ~ with  one
regular season game to
play — at home against
Pendleton on Tuesday.
The Bulldogs haven’t had
a result inside 10 points
since beating Sunnyside
(WA) 63-62 on Jan. 12,
and Hermiston’s average
margin of victory in 2016
is a whopping 26.54
points.

Perhaps  all  those
blowout victories will
soften the Bulldogs with

the state  tournament
approaching.

Edmiston said it
provides motivation in

close games. Hoffert said
the blowouts are evidence
of success.

“I don’t think it’s a
bad thing because we’re
trying to put ourselves in
a position where we’re in
a playoff game,” he said.
“This is how we need to
play when we get someone
down. You have to put
your foot on them and hold
them down.”

Whatever the large
margins mean, Hermiston
(ranked fifth by the OSAA)
has to this point done
exactly what it intended.

Hoffert and his players
set their sights high before
the season and knew an
appearance in the state
championship game was
attainable. With it less than
a month away, the Bull-
dogs has begun preparing
themselves mentally to
get back to the pinnacle
of Oregon 5A girls basket-
ball.

“Right now we
shouldn’t be focusing on
the future, but we need
0,” Edmiston said. “We
already know we clinched
the conference champion-
ship, and now we need to
think about the playoffs.”

Hermiston finishes its
CRC slate Tuesday night
when it hosts Pendleton at
5:15 p.m.

HRV (3-17,0-7) 212 10 14 — 38
HHS (19-3,7-0) 32 13 18 24 — 87
HOOD RIVER VALLEY — M. Bloom-
ster 17. N. Bailey 6, K. Davidson 4, M.
Malone 3, E. Cutis 2, N. Lopez 2, L. Orr
2, J. Lara 2, A. Walker, M. Vallejo.
HERMISTON — J. Edmiston 19,
S. Ramirez 16, K. Heehn 13, M. Juul
10, H. Thompson 7, C. Wheeler 6, R.
Andreason 5, J. Thomas 5, H. Meyers 4,
K. Padilla 2.
3-pointers — HRV 0, HHS 10. Free
throws — HRV 10-17 HHS 3-11. Fouls —
HRV 9, HHS 11.



