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Some want to limit
justices to 18 years
on Supreme Court

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Justice Antonin Scalia’s sudden
death a month before his 80th
birthday and the potential impasse
over replacing him is giving new
impetus to an old idea: Limiting
the service of Supreme Court
justices.

Scalia had been on the court for
nearly 30 years, longer than any of
the current justices and all but 14
of the 112 men and women who
have served on the court.

“I think 30 years on the court
is too long for anyone — liberal
or conservative. That is just too
much power in one person’s
hands for too long a period,” said
Erwin Chemerinsky, a liberal legal
scholar and dean of the law school
at the University of California at
Irvine.

The Constitution says federal
judges “shall hold their offices
during good behaviour,” which

they wish.

The most talked-about idea has
support among both liberals and
conservatives. A single 18-year-
term would replace lifetime
tenure. Going forward, presidents
would appoint a justice every two
years, ensuring both continuity on
the court and two picks for each
presidential term. On the right,
former Texas Gov. Rick Perry
advanced a similar idea during his
2012 Republican campaign for
president.

The Supreme Court already
had been a topic of conversation
in the presidential race. Scalia’s
death has brought into stark relief
how Supreme Court appointments
can be a president’s most lasting
legacy.

Even with Scalia’s death, there
remain three justices who are at
least 77 years old and have served
more than 20 years. Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg’s 83rd birthday
is March 15. Justice Anthony
Kennedy turns 80 on July 23.
Justice Stephen Breyer will be 78
on August 15.

care and longer life expectancies,
health crises on the court are as
inevitable as they are in society at
large, said historian David Garrow.

“One thing we can say in the
present day is the fact that we have
a court that is this elderly at the
moment and there aren’t any signs
of decrepitude ... is like the Florida
Gulf Coast dodging a hurricane,”
Garrow said.

Virginia considers
keeping police officer
names secret

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) —
Should the government be allowed
to keep the names of police
officers secret from the news
media and public?

A bill moving forward in
Virginia would do that, and it’s
drawing sharp criticism from open
records advocates who say the
names are an important tool in
keeping watch over whether police
departments are hiring problem
officers with taxpayer money.

lists of names would put officers
and deputies in danger at a time
of what they describe as growing
contempt toward law enforcement.

“It used to be that there
was a healthy respect for law
enforcement,” said Republican
Sen. John Cosgrove, the bill’s
sponsor. “Now they’ve become
targets of opportunity.”

While officers have been
threatened, particularly in high-
profile cases, opponents call the
bill an extreme reaction to an
unlikely scenario.

The bill was introduced in
response to a recent court ruling
directing the state to turn over
the names and employment dates
of thousands of law enforcement
officials to The Virginian-Pilot.
The paper has said it’s seeking
to determine whether problem
officers who leave a department
land a job at another agency.

The measure would have broad
implications, critics suggested,
and perhaps even allow officers to
refuse to tell someone their name
during a traffic stop. Cosgrove

means essentially as they long as

Even with improved medical

Supporters say handing over the

dismissed that idea and said he

would work with opponents to
tailor the bill, if necessary. The
bill would exempt the names of
law enforcement officials from
Freedom of Information Act
requests, and also shield training
records, which detail the courses
an officer completed and how they
performed.

“You’re getting paid by the
public. You don’t get to do that
in secret,” said Megan Rhyne,
executive director of the Virginia
Coalition for Open Government.

Dan Bevarly, interim executive
director of the National Freedom
of Information Coalition, said he’s
unaware of another state with a
law of this scope.

A bill before New Jersey
lawmakers would allow officials
to withhold the names of state
police detectives. West Virginia
lawmakers are considering a
measure that shields officers’ and
their families’ contact information
from the public. And several
states have or are examining laws
aimed at preventing the release of
the names of officers involved in
shootings.
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