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DOJ asked to investigate Palmer

By LES ZAITZ
The Oregonian

The state agency that
licenses police officers has

who took over the Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge
on Jan. 2. Ammon Bundy,
the Idaho businessman who
led the takeover,

to address the community
meeting, as was Palmer.

The meeting was orga-
nized by local residents who
sympathized  with
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Department to investigate visit the occupied ernment stand. Newest Member Of the
Grant County Sheriff Glenn refuge headquarters. Palmer was unaware =

Palmer, who met with Palmer declined, but that police planned Communlty Bank Team

leaders of the armed wildlife
refuge occupation and then

he subsequently met
twice with occu-

to act against Bundy
and others that day,
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The complaints and details
of the allegations weren’t
immediately available, but
the licensing agency notified
at least one complainant that
if the allegations were true,
Palmer’s conduct would
violate state regulations.

Palmer, sheriff since 2000,
didn’t respond to requests for
comment.

The licensing agency can
take a range of action against
Palmer’s police certification,
up to revocation, if it finds
he violated rules or laws
governing police conduct.
The agency, however, has no
authority to remove Palmer
from office since he is an
elected official. Only a recall
election can remove him.

Palmer has drawn crit-
icism for his association
with the armed militants

takeover, told The Oregonian/
OregonlLive that Palmer
shared the militants’ views.
Payne is now in jail facing
federal charges for both the
Oregon takeover and his role
in the 2014 armed standoff
in Nevada involving rancher
Cliven Bundy.

One of the other militants
who met with Palmer, Jon
Ritzheimer of Arizona, said
he and Payne autographed
the sheriff’s pocket copy of
the Constitution at Palmer’s
request. Ritzheimer also is
facing a federal charge for his
role in the occupation.

Ammon Bundy and
other occupation leaders
were heading for a town hall
meeting in John Day on Jan.
26 when police stopped them
about 20 miles north of Burns.
Bundy and the others were

that he had a meeting with
Palmer. Shawna Cox, who
was in Finicum’s truck that
afternoon, said the occupiers
believed Palmer could protect
them.

Finicum was shot and
killed after he encountered a
roadblock, left his truck and
reached for a loaded handgun,
according to the FBI.

Palmer later referred to
the police operation as an
“ambush,” a description that
drew a sharp rebuke from
the Oregon State Sheriffs’
Association, which represents
all 36 elected sheriffs.

The appearance of the
militants in Grant County
and Palmer’s association with
them stirred concerns that the
protesters intended to stake a
second camp in the John Day
area.

Idaho eyed as potential site for small nuclear reactors

BOISE  (AP) — The
U.S. Department of Energy
announced Thursday an
agreement with an energy
cooperative that could lead
to the building of small
commercial nuclear reactors
at an eastern Idaho federal
nuclear site.

The agency granted a
site-use  permit to Utah
Associated Municipal Power
Systems (UAMPS) to access
the 890-square-mile area
containing the Idaho National
Laboratory to find a spot to
build what are called small
modular reactors.

“UAMPS will seriously
be traveling across the INL
and looking at specific loca-
tions,” company spokesman
LaVarr Webb said.

A site would likely be

picked out within two months,
Webb said. However, addi-
tional steps in the process,
such as an environmental
analysis if the company
decides to move forward,
means the small modular
reactors likely wouldn’t be
operational before 2023.

The Energy Department
said the agreement advances
President Barack Obama’s
plan for non-carbon
producing energy. “Today’s
announcement is a part of
the Department of Energy’s
ongoing commitment to
strengthening nuclear ener-
gy’s role in America’s low
carbon future,” Lynn Orr,
under secretary for science
and energy at the agency, said
in a statement.

Oregon-based  NuScale

Power would build the
reactors that can individually
produce 50 megawatts.
Additional reactors could
be built as power demands
grow, with up to 12 reactors
producing 600 megawatts.

Experts say the small
reactors are designed to
be safer than conventional
nuclear plants by being able
to shut down without human
involvement in the event of a
disaster.

The cost for 12 small
modular reactors is about $3
billion, NuScale has said,
compared with about $15
billion for a conventional
nuclear plant. Part of the
cost savings comes from
building the modular reactors
at a factory and then trucking
them to their locations.
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