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Oregon State favorites in Pac-12, Ducks picked fourth

By TIM BOOTH
AP Sports Writer

A decade after Oregon State
stunned college baseball by proving
a team from the rainy Pacific
Northwest can win a national
championship, the Beavers are
back in the discussion as one of the
best teams in the country.

And, nearly unanimously, the
Beavers are considered the top
team in the Pac-12 headed into the
2016 season.

Oregon State is the over-
whelming  preseason  favorite
in the Pac-12, which features
top-end depth to rival any other
conference in the country. Oregon
State, UCLA, California, USC and
Oregon have all been ranked in the
Top 25 of various national publica-
tions before the season gets started.

The Beavers’ title in 2006 made
Oregon State the first northern
college baseball team since Ohio

State in 1966 to win the champi-
onship. And it started a run of four
national titles by Pac-12 teams in
the past 10 seasons, including the
Beavers’ second title in 2007, along
with championships by Arizona
(2012) and UCLA (2013).

But it’s the Beavers and their
pair of standout sophomores that
everyone will be chasing. Oregon
State is led by first baseman K.J.
Harrison and starting pitcher Drew
Rasmussen, the only two freshmen
chosen for the all-Pac-12 team last
season. Harrison was the confer-
ence freshman of the year, while
Rasmussen went 7-4 with a 2.80
ERA in 19 appearances.

Expected to be nipping at
Oregon State is UCLA, which
has reloaded with one of the top
freshman classes in the country
after seeing eight players selected
in last year’s amateur baseball draft,
followed by California, Oregon
and USC. The question will be can

Preseason Goaches Poll

1) Oregon State (9)
2) UCLA (1)

3) California (1)

4) Oregon

5) USC

6) Arizona State

7) Stanford

8) Washington

9) Arizona

10) Washington State
11) Utah

*First place votes in parenthesis

anyone picked in the bottom half of
the conference preseason poll jump
up and challenge the expected top
five?

BEAVER BELIEVERS:
Thanks to the return of Harrison
and Rasmussen, the Beavers
were the clear favorites as the
preseason conference champs.
But what makes Oregon State’s

expectation level even more
impressive is the amount of youth
on the roster. The Beavers have
only one senior and are led by a
bounty of underclassmen. Of the 35
players on its roster, Oregon State
has 24 freshmen or sophomores
— meaning the Beavers could be
national contenders for more than
just this season.

CALIFORNIA DREAMIN’:
Since the Pac-12 ended its North/
South split in 1999, California has
not finished higher than fourth in
the standings. This could be the
year the Golden Bears crack the
top three. California was picked
to finish third in the conference
preseason poll, barely behind
UCLA and well ahead of fourth-
place Oregon. It is ranked in the
top 15 of most national polls and
is filled with depth, returning the
entire starting rotation and seven
of nine positional starters from last
year’s team that went 36-21 and

reached the NCAA tournament.

TOP TALENT: The Pac-12
had six players selected to the
preseason Golden Spikes Award
watch list, the third most of any
conference in the country. The list
included Harrison, Stanford pitcher
Cal Quantrill, Arizona infielder
Bobby Dalbec, California pitcher
Daulton Jefferies, Oregon pitcher
Matt Krook, and Arizona State
infielder Colby Woodmansee.

NEW LEADERS: Jay Johnson
has taken over for retired Andy
Lopez at Arizona, while Marty Lees
has taken over at Washington State
after Donnie Marbut was let go.
Johnson spent the past two seasons
at Nevada, leading the Wolf Pack to
their first Mountain West title and a
41-15 record last season. Lees was
an assistant at Oregon State when
the Beavers won their two national
titles before moving on to be an
assistant at Oklahoma State for the
past three seasons.

Motorsports

DISTRICT HOOPS:

Earnhardt Jr., Busch win Daytona duals

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla.
— Driving a car he believes
is unbeatable, Dale Earnhardt
Jr. added to his family legacy
at Daytona International
Speedway on the anniversary
of his father’s death.

Earnhardt won the first
qualifying race Thursday
night for the Daytona 500
to earn a starting spot on the
second row for NASCAR’s

biggest event.
It was Earnhardt’s 17th
career win at Daytona

International Speedway. The
late Dale Earnhardt leads
all drivers with 34 career
victories at Daytona. He was
killed on the final lap of the
2001 Daytona 500.

“It’s another win at
Daytona for the Earnhardts,
adding to the legacy,” Earn-
hardt said in victory lane.
“We’re up here in the 50s
now.”

The No. 88 Chevrolet
that Hendrick Motorsports
brought to Daytona won three

CONTACT Us
333 E. Main

times last year, and Earnhardt
admitted after the qualifying
race that he allowed himself
to daydream about winning
as a tribute to his father.

“I try not to make too
big a deal — I told all you
guys how much I like people
to remember dad and talk
about dad,” he said. “I’'m
guilty of daydreaming a little
bit, about winning this race
tonight because of the day.

(AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)
Dale Earnhardt Jr. crosses the finish line to win the first
of two qualifying races for Sunday’s NASCAR Daytona
500 on Thursday in Daytona Beach, Fla.

That’s very special to me.
I was glad that nothing bad
happened and we didn’t tear
our car up because that would
have been embarrassing on a
day like this.”

Kyle Busch, the reigning
Sprint Cup champion, won
the second qualifying race,
but  several  contenders
wrecked their prized cars in a
last-lap accident.

Busch was trying to hold

off Jamie McMurray on the
final lap and briefly blocked
him. McMurray moved up
the track for another try, but
Jimmie Johnson was in the
same space and Johnson
bounced off the wall to
trigger a multi-car accident.

Only two spots were up
for grabs in the 500. Michael
McDowell earned the spot in
the first race, while Robert
Richardson Jr. earned the
final transfer spot. Rich-
ardson only got the call two
weeks ago from BK Racing.

“l was at home working
on my ranch,” said Rich-
ardson, who added every
dollar he earns this weekend
will go into a college fund for
his newborn son. Richardson
manages hay production as
his full-time job at a ranch in
Pilot Point, Texas.

“The stress that I’ve been
putting just on myself in
general to make this race,
I’'ve been pacing the floor
ever since I woke up this
morning eager to get this race
underway, eager to see how
the outcome would happen.”

Continued from 1B

Girls Baskethall

ECHO 65, JOSEPH
56 — At Baker City, Kelsey
Ranger scored 32 points and
the Echo Cougars pulled
away in the fourth quarter
to beat the Joseph Eagles on
Thursday in the first round
of the Old Oregon League
district tournament.

The score was tied 44-44
after three quarters, but
Echo’s strong defense held
the Eagles in check down the
stretch while the Cougars hit
just enough free throws to
seal the win.

The Cougars finished
with 17 steals in the game
and 24 points off turnovers.
Echo was 10-36 on free
throws and 7-17 in the
fourth quarter.

Echo moves on to play
Nixyaawii in the semifinals
today at 6:30 p.m.

EHS(13-12) 7 21 16 21 — 65

JHS (10-12) 15 12 17 12 — 56

ECHO — K. Ranger 32, D.Tarvin 11, H.
McCarty 10, T. Swaggart 10, E. Parks 2, L.
Cox. (24-59)

JOSEPH — S. Albee 22, A. Sykora 19,
L. Makin 6, E. Hite 4, N. Williams 3, C.
Wellens 2, T. Suto. (24-69)

3-pointers — EHS 7-14, JHS 1-4. Free
throws — EHS 10-36, JHS 7-11. Fouls —
EHS 14, JHS 26. Fouled out — E. Hite, L.
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24 HOUR SERVICE
Classified: 1-800-962-2819

Makin (JHS).

HELIX 47, PINE
EAGLE 19 — At Baker
City, the Grizzlies shook
off their district tournament
jitters to pull away from the
Spartans on Thursday in the
first round.

“The kids were real
nervous,” said Helix coach
Kirk Flerchinger. “A lot of
them, it was the first time
they’d been here and they
had a hard time getting it
going.”

Helix (16-8) led 19-10 at
halftime, but went on a 13-2
run in the third quarter to put
the game out of reach.

Paden Flerchinger led
all scorers with 17 points
and added six rebounds for
Helix. Macey Tullis chipped
in 13 points.

Helix moves on to face
Powder Valley today at 1
p.m. in the semifinals.

PE (3-19) 8 2 2 7 - 19

GHS (16-8) 11 8 13 15 — 47

PINE EAGLE — L. Walker 10, H. Tanaka
7 B. Bell 2, Ka. Jensen, K. Whybark, K.
Melchior, A. Vannice, Ky. Jensen, A. Graven,
L. Blanchard.

HELIX — P Flerchinger 17, M. Tullis 13,
S. Wilson 5, A. Wood 3, C. Bennett 2, H.
Christman 2, E. Fehrenbacker 2, M. Espey
2, A. Krol, M. Mize, K. Mize.

3-pointers — PE 1, GHS 4. Free throws —
PE 0-0, GHS 5-8. Fouls — PE 10, GHS 3.
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EDITIONS DEADLINES
Wednesday 3 p.m. Monday
Saturday 3 p-m. Thursday

Fax: (541) 278-2680 - (541) 567-1764
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Circulation and main switchboard: 1-800-522-0255
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Special Notices 10

Deadlines for advertisements to
appear in the Hermiston Herald for all

classified line ads.

We Accept

classifieds@eastoregonian.com

Leave us a message and we will
confirm your ad the next working day.

Hermiston Herald

East Oregonian
Blue Mountain Eagle

Wallowa County Chieftain

LOOKING FOR witness to
accident on Friday Feb.12,2016
around noon at intersection of
Hwy. 395 and Theater
Ln. Please call Dan 541-523-
3892
Reward

CLASSIFIED LINE AD
DEADLINES
Edition:

East Oregonian

Tuesday
3pm Monday

Wednesday
3pm Tuesday

Thursday
3pm Wednesday

Friday
3pm Thursday

Saturday
3pm Friday

Hermiston Herald
Wednesday
3pm Monday

Call Chris

541-278-2678

classifieds@
eastoregonian.com

PLEASE CHECK
YOUR AD ON THE
FIRST DAY OF
PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make any
necessary correction, we cannot
be responsible for errors appearing

for multiple days. Thank you!

View all
state wide legal
notices online at

www.public
noticeads.com/

Travel 12

Pendleton

TURN HERE for the Trip of a
lifetime! Group Escorted tours to
Australia. Call 541-377-6855.
Reliable ladies travel companion
for safe organized bookings and
travel. See us at
www.turnherenow.com

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

Travel 12
Travel
RELIABLE LADIES travel

companion for safe organized
bookings and travel -- Turn
Here for the Trip of a lifetime!
Group  Escorted tours to
Australia.

TURN HERE

REALTY & TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

Personals 20

Email or Call Chris @
lassifi
r nian.
com
541-278-2678
to place your
classified ad!!

Homes for Sale,

Pendleton 100
EQUAL
HOUSING
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination."  Familial ~ status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. QOur readers are hereby
informed  that all  dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

Pendleton

$177,900 - GREAT LOCATION!!
4 bedrooms, 3 bath located near
new hospital, lab, school &
restaurants. Hardwood floors,
dining area, large carpeted family
room addition. Newer roof, AC
etc. Covered patio, fenced yard.
Walk to park! Must see inside to
appreciate! MLS#15032837
CALL:MARGE LAPP

Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

Open House, Sunday 2/21/16 1-
4pm Pendleton
715 SW 29th St.
5 Bdrm, 1.5 Bath, $187,000.
Seller pays $5000 at closing.

Over
1200
Homes

EASTERN OREGON

REAL ESTATE

for Sale

www.east
oregonreal
estate.com

Pendleton

$118,500 - CUTE HOME with 3
bedroom, 1 bath, new counter
tops, newer lighting in living
room. Lots of upgrades in this

cuties! Large fenced lot. CALL
CATHY (541) 215-0103.
RMLS#15616993
Garton &
Associates

(541) 276-0931

Pendleton

$119,900 - NEWER 3 bedroom,
2 bath in semi-private setting.
Relax on your deck enjoying
beautiful flowering gardens and
hilly views. Build a shop on
adjacent lot. Call Matt Vogler,
MLS: 1545046

John J. Howard & Associates

541-377-9470

Pendleton

$124,900 - Updated and Move in
Ready! Newer Kitchen, Stainless
Steel appliances, hardwood
floors, Custom Bathroom, Energy
Efficient, Newer roof, windows,
Double Garage. Fenced Yard.
Call Matt Vogler, 541-377-9470
RMLS# 15030752

John J. Howard & Associates

541-377-9470

Pendleton
$129,500 - 2 Bedroom in
Sherwood area. Central Heat
and Air. Excellent condition. 2
Garages. Lots of Parking. Big
Fenced Yard. Exceptional
property. RMLS# 15352178
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
(541-379-8690)

Pendleton

$139,000 — 3 Bedroom Ranch
Style. 1200 Sgq.Ft. Vinyl Siding.
Newer Roof. Two storage sheds.
Very nice throughout. RMLS#
16557307

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
(541) 379-8690

Pendleton

$149,900 - HOME WITH
BUSINESS POSSIBILITIES!
ZONE C-3 located on 0.38 AC
(m/) 2,288 sqg. ft. with huge
“gourment-type”  kitchen. HW
floors, fireplace. Great care
facility etc.! Parking. Call for City
list of allowed uses!!
RMLS#15033690 CALL MARGE
LAPP

Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

Pendleton

$179,900 - MOVE-IN
CONDITION. 3bed/3bath with
large deck and backyard with a
view. Double garage, RV
parking. Call Dori 541-310-
1001cell. #15612995

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

CALL CLASSIFIEDS
1-800-962-2819

Pendleton
$199,000 - 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath

Pendleton
$299,500 - Rice Addition home

Home. Very nice throughout. full of amenities including huge
Newer Kitchen. Corian Counter master suite, possible 5th
tops. Newer Furnace and bedroom. Large finished garage,
Central Air. Two car garage. 2HVAC systems, gas fireplace in
RMLS#13384063 family room. Call Jef 541-276-

Rocky Mikesell 0021. #16695077

Blue Jeans Realty Coldwell Banker Whitney

(541-379-8690) (541) 276-0021

Pendleton Pendleton
$215,000 - GREAT MOUNTAIN $317,000 — Home, Shops, &
VIEWS - CITY LIGHTS! Well Barn on 18+ acres. Ranch

maintained upper North Hill
home has 3-4 bedrooms, 2-1/2
baths, fireplace & gorgeous
hardwood floors. Newer
windows, new carpet & paint.
Formal dining room. Entertain on
the patio in this private, large,
fenced yard. Too many amenities
to list!
Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

Pendleton
$219,000 - 1707 SW Perkins
Ave., Pendleton. 1900 sq.ft., 4
bedroom, 3 bath, dayling
basement home. 13,000 sq.ft. lot
w/lots of off street parking. Large
fenced back yard.
RMLS#15079175

Garton &

Associates

(541) 276-0931

Pendleton

$219,000 - Upper North Hill one
level 3 bedroom, 2 bath, on 1/3
acre. Possible 4th
bedroom/office in large Family
Room. Hardwood Floors and
Updated Bathrooms provide
modern charm. Call Matt Vogler
RMLS: 15289572

John J. Howard & Associates

541-377-9470

Pendleton
$299,000 - North Hill Triplex.
Newer Roof, new exterior paint.
2units w/1490sf(m/l). 2bed, 1bath
w/basement, single garage, 1unit
w/1847sf(m/l), 3bed 1bath
w/basement, carport. Call Kevin
541-969-8243cell. #15235979
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

House is 2,686 Sqg. Ft. 40x60
Shop, 22x30 Shop, 36x40 Barn,
all on 18+ acres. 1/2 Down
Owner  Financing  Available.
RMLS# 15321324

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
(541-379-8690)

Pendleton
$320,000 - STUNNING VIEWS,

elegant 3-4bedrooms, 3baths,
North Hill brick home. Hard
wood floors, graniteftile

bathrooms and kitchen. Double
corner lot, private court yard.
Debi 541-379-0404 #15688633
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton
$485,000 - Country Living!
Gorgeous 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath
Custom home on 8.9 Acres 20
miles South of Pendleton. Huge
Garage and 40x60 Shop. 2
ponds. Amazing property.
RMLS# 13340891
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty

(541) 379-8690

Pendleton

$68,000 - 2 bedroom, 1 bath
fenced yard off street parking.
includes additional lots. All for
one price! Bring an offer. Call
Cathy for more info. (541) 215-
0103

Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931

Reach the buyer

ou're looking for
with a low cost, effec-

tive classified ad.




