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Cracks emerge in GOP
refusal to consider
Supreme Court pick

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Concerted Republican opposition
to considering President Barack
Obama’s pick for the Supreme Court
showed early signs of splintering
on Wednesday as a handful of
influential senators opened the door
to a possible confirmation hearing.
One Republican even suggested
the president should nominate a
candidate from his state.

Texas Sen. John Cornyn, the
No. 2 Republican in the Senate, did
not rule out a committee hearing
on Obama’s forthcoming nominee
to replace the late Justice Antonin
Scalia. Sen. Lisa Murkowski,
R-Alaska, went a step further and
said she’d support such a move.

“I do believe that the nominee
should get a hearing,” Murkowski,
who’s running for re-election this
fall, told reporters in Juneau, Alaska.
“The question then becomes, we
have a hearing on a nominee. But
that doesn’t necessarily mean that
that ends up in a vote.”

Sen. Dean Heller, R-Nev., said

chances of Senate approval were
slim but added that Obama should
“use this opportunity to put the will
of the people ahead of advancing a
liberal agenda” on the high court.

“But should he decide to
nominate someone to the Supreme
Court, who knows — maybe it’ll be
a Nevadan,” Heller said.

Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah,
who sits on the Senate Judiciary
Committee, said he opposes a
filibuster to prevent a vote, as
some Republicans have suggested.
Judiciary Chairman Charles
Grassley, R-lowa, has said he’d
wait to see who Obama selects
before ruling out a hearing in his
committee.

Those senators formed a
cautious but growing chorus of
voices breaking with the absolutist
position of Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, who has told
the White House not to even
bother nominating a candidate. The
Kentucky Republican and several
Republicans up for re-election
have maintained that voters in
November’s presidential election
should have a say in the direction of
the nation’s highest court.

Cornyn, McConnell’s deputy,

agreed that it should be left to the
next president to pick Scalia’s
successor. Still, Cornyn said it
was up to Grassley to decide
whether to schedule a hearing,
and to McConnell to decide on a
full Senate vote if the Judiciary
Committee were to vote on the
nominee.

McConnell has shown no signs
of softening his opposition to
confirming an Obama nominee,
which could put vulnerable
Republicans in a precarious position
as his party works to keep control
of the Senate in the November
elections. But Senate Democratic
leader Harry Reid predicted
Republicans would “cave in”
and said he hoped Obama would
announce a selection “in the next 10
days or so.”

Apple refuses to help
feds bypass iPhone
security

NEW YORK (AP) — Faced
with a federal judge’s order to help
investigators break into an iPhone
used by one of the San Bernardino
shooters, Apple may well argue that
the request places an unreasonable

burden on the company.

In fact, experts say that
complying with the government’s
request wouldn’t be particularly
challenging for Apple. But doing
so might set a dangerous precedent
that could threaten the data security
of the millions of iPhone users.

The phone in question was used
by Syed Farook, who along with
his wife, Tashfeen Malik, killed
14 people in a December attack.
Investigators don’t know if the
phone contains important evidence
about the attack or the couple’s
communications — and because its
contents are encrypted, they won’t
unless they can get the passcode to
unlock it. The phone was issued by
Farook’s employer, the county of
San Bernardino.

Investigators can’t just try
random passcodes until they hit on
the right one, either. The phone has
apparently enabled an Apple security
feature — a sort of self-destruct
option that would render the phone’s
data unreadable after 10 incorrect
passcode attempts.

The judge’s order requires
Apple to create a unique software
package — one Apple CEO Tim
Cook described as “a new version of

the iPhone operating system” — that
would allow investigators to bypass
the self-destruct system. The same
software would also let the govern-
ment enter passcodes electronically,
eliminating both the tedium of
manual entry and the enforced
delays the iPhone system imposes
after a few wrong guesses.

Apple opposes the order, arguing
that such software would amount
to a security “backdoor” that would
ultimately make iPhone users
across the globe more vulnerable
to information or identity theft.
Both the ACLU and the Electronic
Frontier Foundation have pledged
to support Apple, saying that the
government’s request endangers
security and privacy.

From a technical perspective,
making such software shouldn’t be
difficult for Apple, experts say. But
once created, it would be nearly
impossible to contain, says Ajay
Arora, CEO and co-founder of Vera,
a startup that provides companies
with encryption services.

“Imagine if that got into the
wrong hands,” he says. “What
they’re asking for is a God key —
and once you get that, there’s no
going back.”
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Caterina Scorsone stars in “Grey’s Anatomy”
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