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CORVALLIS — Hermiston 
graduate Abraham Rodriguez 
continued his February turnaround 
as a resurgent Oregon State wres-
tling team posted its biggest victory 
of the season by stunning No. 7 
Oklahoma 22-12 on Thursday 
night before a vocal, season-high 
crowd of 1,041 at Gill Coliseum.

“They are ranked seventh in the 
country and we want people to know 
that we are right there with the best 
of them to,” said Rodriguez, whose 
5-2 decision 
over Shayne 
Tucker at 157 
pounds gave 
the Beavers 
(9-6, 2-2 
Pac-12) a 12-6 
advantage at 
the midway 
point.

“It was 
important to 
us. We beat 
them, and 
that makes a 
statement.”

Rodriguez 
lost seven 
m a t c h e s 
in a row at 
one point 
this season, 
dropping his 
record to 8-13. 
But he went 3-0, with three bonus 
points and a win over the Pac-12’s 
current top seed, in last week’s road 
trip to California, and extended 
his winning streak to four straight 
against the Sooners (9-5).

“During that [tailspin] it was 
hard but you just have to keep 
believing, keep plugging away,” 
he said. “Good things started 
happening and it started coming for 
me. That’s what I always believed.

“(Thursday) is momentum 
for this dual, and for Pac-12s and 
nationals coming up,” he said.

Beavers 149-pounder Joey 
Delgado of Hermiston lost his match 
11-5 to Davion Jeffries. He was 
coming off a 2-1 road trip to Cali-
fornia with win by major decision 
12-2 win over Cal Poly’s Jacob Leon 
and 10-2 over Stanford’s Peter Russo.

The Beavers conclude their 
nonconference schedule at 5 p.m. 
Sunday against Air Force. OSU 
then closes the regular season with 
the annual Border War against 
Boise State, set for 11 a.m. Feb. 
21 at Gill Coliseum. It will be 
televised by Pac-12 Networks. The 
Pac-12 Championships are Feb. 
27, at Arizona State.

———
Information for this report 

provided by OSU Sports Information.
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New Oregon 
defensive coordinator 
meets the press

By RYAN THORBURN
The Register-Guard

Brady Hoke has moved eight 
different times during his 33-year 
career as a college assistant and 
head coach.

stay in Corvallis, where Hoke 
coached Oregon State’s defensive 
line from 1989-94.

So what does Oregon’s new 
defensive coordinator remember 

“I don’t,” Hoke said. “Did we 

The Ducks, of course, won 
the memorable defensive slugfest 
with the Beavers, 17-13 at Parker 
Stadium, to clinch the program’s 

It was one of former Oregon 
defensive coordinator Nick Aliot-

“Saw Nick yesterday,” Hoke 
said. “He’s one of the good dudes, 
a good man.”

Two seasons removed from 

removed from Oregon’s historic 
Rose Bowl win over Florida State 
in the College Football Playoff, 
Hoke was hired by coach Mark 
Helfrich to restore some glory to 
the Ducks’ defense.

The former Michigan coach met 

in need of decoration after its new 

on the job recruiting and the last 
week getting to know his players.

“It was a great opportunity to focus 

in on calling defense and coordinating 
a defense,” said Hoke, who has never 
been a defensive coordinator before. 
“Like Mark said, it’s your defense. 
Having that opportunity was great. 
We’ll see how we do with it.”

Hoke has known Don Pellum, 
his predecessor, since they were 
young coaches on opposite sides of 
the Civil War.

After Helfrich demoted Pellum, 
who he had selected as Aliotti’s 
successor at defensive coordinator, 
the loyal Oregon linebackers 
helped persuade Hoke to join 
the staff during a lengthy phone 
conversation.

“It was all positive,” Hoke said. 
“Look, (Pellum) loves this school. 
I was fortunate enough to coach at 
my alma mater (Ball State). … He 
loves the kids on this team, he has 
great regard and respect for Mark 
and for the other guys on the staff.

“We had a great conversation 
about what the vision is and we 
agreed on that vision. It’s been 
awesome. You talk about a guy 

who has done everything he 
possibly could to make a new guy 
feel comfortable.”

Hoke held a meeting with the 
defensive players last Friday and 
has since met with all but two of 
them individually. He has watched 
Oregon’s 47-41 triple-overtime 
loss to TCU in the Alamo Bowl, 
the high-scoring Civil War and the 
Ducks’ win over USC to get a feel 
for some of the returning players.

“The one thing I asked the guys 
on the staff is, I didn’t want to know 
about anybody. I didn’t want any 
preconceived (perceptions),” Hoke 
said. “I want to see it myself. I want 
to make those evaluations myself.”

Hoke couldn’t help but notice 
that he just missed out on coaching 
a special player in defensive end 
DeForest Buckner, who is projected 
to be a top-10 NFL draft pick.

The coaches video Hoke 
has digested so far shows some 
intriguing talent running to the ball, 
but also players making mistakes 
and not always giving great effort.

That last part is something the
new defensive sheriff won’t tolerate.

“I believe there’s a way you play
defense. There’s a physicalness,”
Hoke said of his philosophy. “You
have to do that about every day, it
just doesn’t happen on Saturdays.

“The effort, if we are playing
with great effort, all 11, if we are

are going to be OK.”
During spring practice, Hoke

line, linebackers and secondary to
helping each member of the staff
implement a 4-3 base defense.

When the season kicks off on
Sept. 3 against UC Davis at Autzen
Stadium, Hoke plans to be calling
the defense and also coaching a
position group.

“I can’t tell you which one,”
Hoke said. “It’s where I think I can
be the most valuable.”

with a 31-20 record over four 
seasons, Hoke visited the Oregon 
and Oregon State staffs last spring.
He also worked on the other side of
the microphone as part of a college
football show on SiriusXM, which
gave him access to programs such
as Clemson, Georgia, Florida and
Florida State in the fall.

Now the well-traveled coach
hopes to use his experience and
knowledge to make some more
lasting memories with the Ducks.

There will be plenty of work to do
when spring practice begins March 

2015 season ranked 116th in scoring
defense (37.5 ppg) and 117th in total
defense (485.3 ypg).

“There are no excuses,” Hoke
said. “We’re going to be pretty
adamant about who we are and how
we play. If we don’t play as well as
we feel we should, then shame on 
us, we’ve got to get better.”

Hoke: Effort is key to defense

Andy Nelson/The Register-Guard via AP

New Oregon defensive coordinator Brady Hoke meets with mem-
bers of the media at the Hat�eld-Dowling Complex near Autzen 
Stadium in Eugene, Ore., Thursday, Feb. 11, 2016. Hoke is a former 
head coach at Michigan. 

NBA

By TIM REYNOLDS
Associated Press

TORONTO — Kobe Bryant 
answered questions in Spanish 
and Italian, raved about Canadian 
hospitality, showed off knowledge 
of both Greek basketball and 
English soccer. He announced 
plans to go to the Philippines and 
Taiwan, thanked fans from Japan 
and even asked a reporter how to 
say a phrase in Mandarin.

It all made perfect sense.
The basketball world belongs 

to Bryant, at least for one more 
weekend.

About 750 million people around 
the globe are expected to follow 
Sunday’s NBA All-Star Game in 
one form or another, and it’s a safe 
guess most will do so to keep a keen 

the league’s midseason showcase. 

starting to wind down, the Los 
Angeles Lakers’ star was the center 
of attraction at media day Friday — 
and seemed most appreciative.

“I just feel very blessed to be 
able to play so many years, man,” 
Bryant said. “Twenty years is a long 
time, so I feel very good about it.”

Bryant was the leading vote-
getter in the fan balloting that chose 
the starting lineup for Sunday’s 
game, a lifetime achievement 
award more than anything related 
to his play this season. At 37 years 
old, he’s obviously not the same 
player he was when he was helping 

though during the season he’s 

one of the game’s all-time elite.

10 minutes Sunday.
Oklahoma City’s Kevin Durant 

isn’t buying that one.

off on a good note,” Durant said. 
“We know he’s going to be super 
competitive.”

It is a festive sendoff, for certain.
Dozens of media members 

staked out space around Bryant’s 
podium long before he started 
speaking Friday, though some just 

in the background. Bryant was 
a featured panelist at the NBA’s 
technology summit earlier in the 
morning to share ideas with league 
executives and others, and has his 
wife and their two daughters in 
Toronto so the whole family can 
bask in the celebrations.

“This is pretty cool,” Bryant 
said. “I’m looking around the 
room and I’m seeing guys that I’m 
playing with that are tearing the 
league up that were like 4 for my 

players can say they played 20 years 
and actually have seen the game go 

not sad at all. I’m really happy and 
honored to be here and see this.”

So were his All-Star peers.
Cleveland’s LeBron James still

might be the best player in the
world, Miami’s Dwyane Wade
has more championship rings
than any other All-Star this year
besides Bryant, Toronto’s Kyle
Lowry and DeMar DeRozan are
getting the hometown support and
Golden State’s Stephen Curry is the
reigning MVP for a team that won
last year’s title.

But they all know the spotlight is
going to be on No. 24.

“I think it’s going to be
special,” said James, who got 
Bryant’s sneakers autographed
after the Lakers visited Cleveland
earlier this week for his own
trophy case. “Not only for myself, 
but for the fans here and for all of
Kobe’s fans.”

It’s Kobe’s world, at least for 1 more All-Star weekend

 New Prices

 $125,000 REDUCED/ATHENA - ATHENA, CUTE 3 BEDROOM,  1360 sf(m/l), 1 bath home built in 
 1976. Move in ready. Extra room that can be used as another bedroom. Tool shed in back, private 
 cul-de-sac. Call  JERRY BAKER 541-969-6378  cell to schedule an appointment to view. #15467913

 WHITNEY & ASSOCIATES
 37 SE Dorion Ave  •  541-276-0021

 www.coldwellbankerwhitney.com • cb@coldwellbankerwhitney.com  Each office is independently owned and operated.

 NEW
 NEW

 $149,900

 THIS HOME HAS IT ALL!  3 bed, 2 bath, 
 2020 +/- SqFt home, plus a 20x20 shop 
 garage. The basement offers a private TV 
 / family room a Master Suite with a full 
 bath and laundry. Don’t wait, this will not 
 last long. Please call  KEVIN HALE @ 541-
 969-8243  cell to schedule a time to see 
 if this could be your new home. 
 #16676626

 $99,500

 2 BEDROOM.  Country style kitchen with 
 dining area. Lots of built-ins. Gas stove in 
 living room. Double pane vinyl windows, 
 awnings on sunny side of house. New 
 water line from street to house. Metal roof. 
 Fenced yard. Single car garage w/
 workbench, metal storage shed. Call 
 MARSHA MORGAN 541-377-5152  cell. 
 #16592741

 NEW

 $112,500

 NORTH HILL HOME!   This 1 level ranch 
 style home has 1056 sf(m/l), with 3 
 bedrooms.  New roof, newer patio and 
 retaining walls.   JEF FARLEY 541-276-
 0021/MOLLY WEBB 541-969-4188  cell.  
 #16509051

 Marsha
 Morgan

 Broker

 Jef
 Farley
 Broker

 Kevin
 Hale
 Broker

 Molly
 Webb
 Broker

 Carriers 
 Needed  in 

 Pendleton

 North Hill and 
 Other Select 

 Routes -
 Now Available 

 in the Pendleton 
 area.

 $200 Sign On 
 Bonus*

 *Paid after 90 days

 211 SE Byers Ave., Pendleton
 541-276-2211 or 1-800-522-0255

 CLASSIFIED M ARK ETPL A C E
 Pla ce cla ssified  a d s on lin e a t www.ea storeg on m a rketp la ce.com  or ca ll 5 4 1-278-26 78

 C O N TAC T US
 211 S.E. Byers

 Pen d leto n , O rego n  97801

 Cla ssified : 1-800-962-2819

 Fa x: (541) 278-2680

 Cla ssified  em a il: cla ssified s@ ea sto rego n ia n .co m

 To ll Free in  O rego n : 1-800-522-0255

 333 E. M a in  • Herm isto n , O rego n  97838

 Cla ssified : 1-800-962-2819

 Fa x: (541) 567-1764

 24  HO UR S ERVIC E
 Cla ssified : 1-800-962-2819

 Fa x: (541) 278-2680 • (541) 567-1764

 Circu la tio n  a n d  m a in  switchbo a rd : 1-800-522-0255

 cla ssified s@ ea sto rego n ia n .co m

 Lea ve u s a  m essa ge a n d  we will 

 co n firm  yo u r a d  the n ext w o rk in g d a y.

 EDITIO N S  DEADLIN ES
 M o n d a y O n lin e  2 p.m . Frid a y

 Tu esd a y  3 p.m . M o n d a y

 W ed n esd a y  3 p.m . Tu esd a y

 Thu rsd a y  3 p.m . W ed n esd a y

 Frid a y  3 p.m . Thu rsd a y

 Sa tu rd a y  3 p.m . Frid a y

 Dea d lin es fo r a d vertisem en ts to  a ppea r in  

 the Ea st O rego n ia n  fo r a ll cla ssified  lin e a d s.

 W e Accept

 Ea st O reg on ia n
 Herm iston  Hera ld

 Blu e M ou n ta in  Ea g le

 W a llow a  C ou n ty C hiefta in


