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Oregon lifts suspension of insurance carrier Moda

By BECKY BOHRER
Associated Press

JUNEAU, Alaska — Insurance
regulators in Oregon and Alaska
announced Monday that a company
that had been suspended from
offering health insurance policies
in the states over concerns with its
financial condition will be allowed
to resume that business.

The Oregon Department of
Consumer and Business Services
and the Alaska Division of Insur-
ance said they have reached an
agreement with Moda Health Plan
Inc. aimed at stabilizing its financial
position.

The agencies said the agreement
will allow Moda to resume selling
and renewing policies to individual
and group customers in Oregon, as
well as Alaska.

Both states late last month

suspended Moda from accepting
new or renewal policies, citing
concerns with the company’s finan-
cial situation.

In a release, Patrick Allen,
director of the Oregon department,
said initially the agency thought
it might be prudent for Moda to
leave the individual market. The
steps outlined in the consent order
will instead allow consumers to
continue their health coverage with
no changes, he said.

The agreement reached “is the
best option for consumers because
it will not disrupt their current
policies,” he said. The department
said it retains the ability to respond
if Moda doesn’t comply with all the
requirements in the order.

“We worked very hard to keep
them” in the market, said Alaska
Division of Insurance Director Lori
Wing-Heier.

Moda is one of two companies
that have been offering individual
health insurance policies for Alas-
kans on the federally facilitated
online marketplace. Wing-Heier
said she has asked the federal
government to put Moda back on
the exchange and has also requested
a two-week special enrollment
period. Wing-Heier said people may
have selected Moda but had not
finalized their enrollment. The initial
action against Moda took place near
the end of the latest open enrollment
period on the marketplace.

Alaska officials in a release said
both states came to an agreement
with Moda over the weekend that
outlines a plan for the company to
stabilize its financial position and
continue to offer coverage.

The agreement calls for Moda to
raise at least $179 million, which is
expected to allow the company to

continue providing services through
2016. Of that, $15 million would be
put aside for the protection of Alaska
policyholders, Wing-Heier said. The
$15 million bank deposit for Alaska
policyholders also could come from
existing Moda funds, said Lisa
Morawski, a spokeswoman for the
Oregon department.

Among other things, Moda also
must obtain approval from Oregon
regulators before awarding execu-
tive salary increases or bonuses.

Wing-Heier said insurers not
only in Alaska but across the country
have had a tough time. Moda has
made a commitment to try to stay in
the market, she said.

“They could’ve taken a much
easier route and said, ‘“We’re out of
health insurance,” or “We’re out of
(here), period,” and they did not take
that,” she said.

Since Jan. 27, Moda has worked

through the process of assuring the
Oregon Department of Consumer
and Business Services of its ability
to continue to serve its individual
customers in Oregon and Alaska,
said Robert Gootee, CEO of Moda
Inc., the parent company of Moda
Health Plan. “They have done an
excellent job of quickly analyzing
a difficult and rapidly changing
set of circumstances,” he said in a
statement. He said he’s pleased an
agreement has been reached on a
path forward.

About 244,000 Oregon residents
were enrolled in Moda plans in
the individual, small group and
large group markets as of Sept. 30,
according to the Oregon Depart-
ment of Consumer and Business
Services.

About 10,000 Alaskans are
enrolled on the individual market
and about 7,500 on the small group.

HARNEY COUNTY STANDOFF: DAY 37
Remaining occupiers release

John Day vigil attendees

defiant videos mocking FBI

By TERRENCE PETTY
Associated Press

PORTLAND — The last four occu-
piers of an Oregon wildlife refuge have
posted a series of defiant videos in which
one of them calls FBI agents losers,
shows a defensive perimeter they have
built and takes a joyride in a government
vehicle.

The videos were posted Sunday
on a YouTube channel called Defend
Your Base, which the armed group has
been using to give live updates. The
holdouts are among 16 people charged
with conspiracy to interfere with federal
workers in the armed standoff over
federal land policy that has surpassed
five weeks.

In one of the new videos, occupier
David Fry says the FBI told him he faces
additional charges because of defensive
barricades the four have built.

“We just got done talking with the
FBL” said the 27-year-old Blanchester,
Ohio, resident. “They consider fortifying
a crime.”

Fry said he, Jeff Banta of Nevada,
and husband and wife Sean and Sandy
Anderson of Idaho have “every right” to
defend themselves from the “oncoming
onslaught of people with fully automatic
rifles (and) armored vehicles.

“I’m tired of you guys telling us what
we can and can’t do,” he says.

Then Fry shows government vehicles
they have been using without permis-
sion. He walks up to a white truck and

says, “I think I’'m going to take it on a
little joyride.

“Now you’ve got another charge on
me FBI. I’'m driving your vehicle.”

FBI spokeswoman Beth Anne Steele
said the agency had no comment on the
videos.

The four have refused to leave the
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in
eastern Oregon since the compound
nearly emptied out after the Jan. 26
arrests of group leader Ammon Bundy
and other main figures. The group seized
the property on Jan. 2, demanding federal
lands be turned over to locals.

The traffic stop on a remote road
outside the refuge also led police to
shoot and kill Robert “LaVoy” Finicum.
The FBI says the Arizona rancher was
reaching for a pistol in his pocket, but
Finicum’s family and Bundy’s followers
dispute that and say his death was not
justified.

Authorities surrounded the refuge
after the arrests. The FBI has been nego-
tiating, but the holdouts have said they
won’t go home without assurances they
won’t be arrested.

In another video posted Sunday,
Sean and Sandy Anderson are sitting
together and the husband says they feel
like hostages because they can’t leave
without being arrested.

“What are they to do with us?” Sean
Anderson says. “They either let us go,
drop all charges because we’re good
people, or they come in and kill us.
How’s that going to set with America?”

mourn death of LaVoy Finicum

By SEAN HART
Blue Mountain Eagle

Candlelight cast a soft glow
on the protest signs and Amer-
ican flags at the vigil for LaVoy
Finicum Saturday in John Day.

The 54-year-old rancher
from Arizona, who participated
in the occupation of the Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge near
Burns, was shot by police Jan.
26 enroute to a planned commu-
nity meeting in John Day. After
leading police on a short, high-
speed chase, Finicum exited
his vehicle after driving into a
snowbank. Authorities say he
reached at least twice toward
a jacket pocket containing a
loaded handgun before police
shot and killed him.

At Saturday’s vigil, one man
carried a sign stating Finicum
had been murdered by police.
Another sign said he died
standing up for constitutional
rights. Several people waved
American flags, and another —
upside down and at half-staff
— was placed on the hood of
a pickup where people signed
guest books and a tarp to be sent
to Finicum’s family.

Kenny Delano, Mt. Vernon,
was one of several who spoke to
the crowd.

“We’re all free men, but
they’re taking that away,” he
said. “It’s time for us to make

that stand. Everyone should
stand for their freedom and their
neighbor’s rights, and that’s
what LaVoy was doing.”

Delano urged people to
contact their governmental
representatives — from city
council members to national
legislators — to make their
voices heard.

Several of the attendees said

The Eagle/Sean Hart
Kenny Delano, left, and other attendees at a vigil Saturday
in John Day mourn the loss of LaVoy Finicum, who was
shot by police after a short high-speed chase on Highway
395 north of Burns Jan. 26.

they were traveling to Burns
Sunday and invited others to
join to help rebuild a roadside
memorial erected for Finicum
that had been destroyed —
before it was announced the
memorial had already been
rebuilt by others.

Attendees were also invited
to another meeting Feb. 12 in
Burns.
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