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BEND (AP) — Jerry 
Brown, of Bend, did not 
know about the change to 
Oregon’s pioneer hunting-
and-  shing icense unti  he 
went to pick one up short y 
after the start of the new 
year.

Brown, 6, earned the 
icense fro  the Oregon 

Depart ent of Fish and 
i d ife for ongti e state 

residents now costs $6 per 
year. t had been free fro  
2000 to 2015.

“I thought it was strange 
after a  this ti e to change 
it,” he said.

he Depart ent of Fish 
and i d ife offers pioneer 
icenses, good for hunting 

and  shing, to peop e age 
65 and o der and who ha e 
i ed in Oregon for 50 

years.
he new fee wi  

increase the nu ber of paid 
residents who are icensed 
hunters and ang ers, and 
that wi  a ow the state to 
get ore federa  funding, 
said iche e Dennehy, 
spokeswo an for the 
agency in Sa e .

“Basica y, we are trying 
to get ore federa  funds, 
and that is based on paid 
icenses,” she said.

In 2015, the state had 
58,000 residents with 
pioneer icenses, Dennehy 
said. Peop e who picked 
up the free icense and 
then paid for a deer tag, 
co bined ang ing tag or 
other additiona  pri i ege 
counted as paid-resident 
icense ho ders, according 

to the agency. Those who 
did not, did not count. For 
each of these peop e, the 
Depart ent of Fish and 

i d ife issed out on 
co ecting $1  in federa  
funds, $  for sport-  sh 
restoration and $  for wi d-
ife restoration.

This tota ed about 

$250,000 per year,
according to the agency.
The a ount was e pected 
to keep going up as the
popu ation ages and ore 
peop e beco e e igib e for 
the pioneer icense.

By adding a fee for the
icense, the Depart ent of 

Fish and i d ife hopes 
to capture ore federa  

oney.
“It is an i portant 

re enue strea  for the 
agency,” Dennehy said.

The state has charged a
fee for the pioneer icenses 
before, according to an
e ai  fro  Dennehy. The 
state estab ished the pioneer
icense, initia y as sepa-

rate hunting and  shing 
icenses, in the 1 0s after 

or d ar II and origina y
charged 50 cents for each
icense.

By the 1 0s, the state 
had co bined the icenses 
and had a s iding fee sca e 
based on the age of the
purchaser. Fro  1 2 to 
1 , the high price for the
icense was $12.

The current $6 pioneer
icense co es with a free 
o u bia i er Basin 

Endorse ent, re uired for 
ang ers  shing for sa on,
stee head and sturgeon in 
ri ers draining into the 

o u bia i er, according
to the Depart ent of Fish 
and i d ife. The ri ers 
inc ude the Deschutes and 
John Day, and the endorse-

ent typica y costs $ . 5.
Dennehy said peop e 

purchasing the pioneer
icense co e out ahead 

despite ha ing to pay for 
what they used to get free.

An adu t resident who 
does not ua ify for the 
pioneer icense wou d pay 
$ . 5 for the e ui a ent in
co bined icenses and the 
endorse ent, according to 
the agency.

ODFW pioneer 
license no longer free

By ZACH URNESS
(Salem) Statesman Journal

SALEM — One of the 
ost spectacu ar trai s in the 

United States — and perhaps 
the ost iconic pathway in 
Oregon — is schedu ed to 
reopen in fu  by the su er 
of 2017.

The Ti ber ine Trai , a 
0- i e circuit of Mount 
ood, has been part y c osed 

since 2006 when a debris 
 ow destroyed a bridge and 

washed out a arge swath of 
trai  near E iot acier  e d.

The washout forced hikers 
to either na igate to a ore 
dif  cu t crossing or si p y 
cut their trip short.

The U.S. Forest Ser ice 
announced ast week that the 
trai  wou d be rerouted and 
a new crossing created this 
su er, with the hope of 
getting hikers on the restored 
pathway by 2017.

Forest engineering 
specia ists deter ined that a 
per anent bridge at the o d 
ocation wasn’t feasib e, so 

ha e opted to re ocate the 
section of trai , the federa  
agency said.

“ e’re thri ed to begin 
work on rerouting this trai  
to the new ocation so that 
crossing this area is safer for 
hikers,” said aire Pitner, 
east side recreation anager 
for Mount ood Nationa  
Forest. “The 1.5 i e reroute 
wi  ini i e e posure to 
oose bou ders which other-

wise cou d pose as ha ards 
for hikers.”

Ti ber ine Trai  600 is 
the on y “round the oun-

tain” trai  on Oregon’s ta est 
ountain, but hasn’t been 

fu y connected for the past 
decade.

Forest Ser ice 
e p oyees said  nding a 
sustainab e so ution was 
dif  cu t gi en the oun-
tain’s unstab e geo ogy 
of oose rock and e ting 

g aciers. The cost was a so 
an issue, gi en Ti ber ine 
Trai  has been rerouted 

any ti es in the past due 
to si i ar prob e s.

The p anned crossing wi  
be be ow the pre ious bridge 
at ocation ore protected 
ocation, but of  cia s warned 

that there wou d sti  be the 

possibi ity of the new route 
sustaining da age in the 
future.

“ e tried to ocate the 
trai  so that it wou d be 

ini a y i pacted on an 
annua  basis by changes in 
g acia   ow, but we ha e 
to keep in ind that the 
ground on Mount Hood is 

constant y changing,” Pitner 
said. “We are doing our best 
to pro ide a safer crossing 
that wi  re ain in the sa e 
ocation for any years to 

co e.”
The pro ect wi  be 

co p eted by forest staff 
working with o unteers and 
contractors, Pitner said.

Hood’s iconic Timberline Trail to reopen in 2017

Beloved eagle recovers 
from cataract surgery  

MEDFO D (AP) — Da e 
Siddon waited an ious y as 
Phoeni  the go den eag e was put 
under anesthesia and draped in 
c oths unti  on y his eye and tai  
feathers were showing.

“It scares e to death,” Siddon 
said of the cataract surgery the 
5-year-o d bird was about to 

undergo in Medford. “I o e this 
bird so dang uch. It’s ike he’s 

y chi d.”
Found by a ogger on a re ote 

road whi e sti  a fu y eag et, 
Phoeni  has ca ed the Wi d ife 
I ages ani a  center outside 

rants Pass his ho e for decades. 
He is too dependent on hu ans 

and deep y bonded with Siddon, 
the center’s e ecuti e director, to 
be re eased into the wi d.

Working in a darkened 
surgery suite at Southern Oregon 

eterinary Specia ty enter with 
a ight i u inating Phoeni ’s eye, 
ani a  specia ty ophtha o ogist 
Dr. assandra B iss began the 
de icate procedure of cutting into 
the eye to reach the c ouded ens 
obscuring the eag e’s ision.

Salvage logging 
proposed in Grizzly 
Bear Complex

The U ati a Nationa  Forest 
has proposed ogging 250 acres 
of dead and burned trees fro  ast 
year’s ri y Bear o p e  of 

wi d  res that burned partia y into 
Wa owa ounty.

The pro ect wou d be ocated 
within the Cross Canyon watershed 
south of the wi d and scenic 
Wenaha i er. eforestation is 
proposed on , 00 acres .

The Canyon Creek Co p e  
torched appro i ate y 8 ,000 
acres of the forest, ost y within 
the Wenaha-Tucannon Wi derness 
Area. Howe er, portions of the 
 res spread onto Forest Ser ice 
ands on both the Wa a Wa a and 

Po eroy ranger districts.
Pub ic co ents on the pro ect 

are due by Friday, Feb. 1 . Written 
co ents shou d be sent to Wa a 
Wa a District anger Michae  

assbach. E ai ed co ents 
shou d be sent to co ents-

paci  cnorthwest-u ati a-
wa awa a fs.fed.us.

For ore infor ation, contact 
Brad Cooper, Po eroy district 
en iron enta  coordinator, at 
50 -8 - 626 or brad ey cooper
fs.fed.us.

Watershed Enhancement 
Board awards grants

The Oregon Watershed 
Enhance ent Board has awarded 

ore than $12.7 i ion in grants 
to si  partnerships around the 
state for  sh and wi d ife habitat 
i pro e ent.

That inc udes $1.6 i ion to 
the Upper rande onde Initiati e 
to i pro e habitat for nati e 
sa on and stee head. Loca  

partners inc ude the Confederated 
Tribes of the U ati a Indian 

eser ation, rande onde Mode  
Watershed and Union Soi   Water 
Conser ation District.

Money a so went toward 
wet ands restoration near Ma heur 
Lake  i pro ing  sh habitat on 
the Upper Deschutes i er  and 
protecting sage grouse habitat 
across Eastern Oregon.

Funding pro ided by OWEB 
co es fro  the Oregon Lottery 
and Federa  Paci  c Coasta  Sa on 

eco ery. 
Meta Loftsgaarden, OWEB 

e ecuti e director, said they hope 
to pro ide partnerships with 

u ti-year, u ti- i ion do ar 
in est ents to sca e their work 
strategica y.
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In this photo taken in 2013, a trio of hikers travel the Timberline Trail around Mount Hood. The Timberline Trail, 
a 40-mile circuit of Mount Hood, has been partly closed since 2006 when a debris l ow destroyed a bridge and 
washed out a large swath of trail near Eliot Glaicer i eld.

SKI REPORT
Spout Springs
Tollgate, Ore.
New snow: 3” this 
week
Base depth: Not record-
ed
Conditions: Open regu-
lar weekend hours

Anthony Lakes
North Powder, Ore.
New snow: 3”
Base depth: 62”
Conditions: Snow show-
ers late week, strong 
winds Friday

Ski Bluewood
Dayton, Wash.
New snow: 7”
Base depth: 81”
Conditions: Lots of 
powder off-piste,
24 machine groomed 
runs 

Ski Fergi
Joseph, Ore.
New snow: unknown
Depth: 25” at top
Conditions: Groomed 
runs, great snow, open 
Feb. 6-7.

Mt. Hood Meadows 
Government Camp, Ore.
New snow: 10”
Base depth: 105”
Conditions: Pow-
der-topped packed 
powder groom. Powder, 
heavy new snow, and 
wind-distributed pow-
der off piste.

By KYLE SPURR
EO Media Group

ASTO IA — The Nationa  Parks 
Ser ice is partnering with citi en scien-
tists to track when p ant species  ower, 
eaf out or set seed. The way p ants 

grow gi es c ues to changes in the 
en iron ent and the i pact of c i ate 
change.

“P ants, as we know, ha e the ost 
sensiti e bio ogica  responses to c i ate 
change,” said Nancy Fernande , a 
c i ate change intern with Lewis and 
C ark Nationa  Historica  Park. “They 
are sensiti e to te perature change and 
precipitation.”

Fernande  discussed p ant responses 
to c i ate change during a ta k ast 
week at Fort eorge Lo e  Showroo  
in Astoria.

As a nati e of Ca ifornia’s Centra  
a ey, Fernande  said, she has seen 

 rsthand drought conditions and p ants 
b oo ing ear ier each spring.

“P ants ha e been seeing this for a 
ong ti e, onger than we ha e,” she 

said.
Using data gathered by o unteer 

onitors, Fernande  showed how the 
start of spring has been co ing ear ier 
across the country than in centuries 
before.

“A  of this is prob e atic because 
it’s causing is atches between po i-
nators, p ants, insects,” she said.

Lewis and C ark Nationa  Historica  
Park has partnered with San Juan Is and 
Nationa  Historica  Park to study the 
i pacts of c i ate change.

At San Juan Is and, Fernande  and 
others are studying the endangered 
is and arb e butter  y.

On y about 100 of the butter  ies 
are eft on the is and. esearchers are 
 nding that when the butter  y ar a 

co es out of its egg, it is e pecting to 
eat a certain  ower. Howe er, the  ower 
is b oo ing ear ier than before, aking 
it dif  cu t for the butter  ies to eat.

“How any are we osing that cou d 
potentia y sur i e ” Fernande  said.

Project Budburst
Lewis and C ark Nationa  Histor-

ica  Park is in iting the pub ic to he p 
onitor and report p ant acti ity at the 

park and around C atsop County. Data 
co ected wi  he p the park earn how 
p ants are responding to changes in the 

en iron ent.
Speci  ca y, the park is asking peop e 

to keep watch on 10 p ant species. 
The species inc ude red a der, Oregon 
crabapp e, Sitka spruce, edib e thist e, 
sa a , e ergreen huck eberry, sa on-
berry, wapato, Paci  c si erweed and 
skunk cabbage.

Car a Co e, natura  resource progra  
anager at the park, said the 10 p ants 

are cu tura y and natura y signi  cant 
to the park. Lewis and C ark described 
and journa ed about the sa e p ants two 
centuries ago.

Tracking p ants at the park is part of a 
nationa  effort ca ed Project BudBurst. 
The project encourages peop e to get 
outside and obser e how p ants change 
with the seasons. Obser ations can be 
shared on ine at www.budburst.org, 
where the data wi  beco e a part of an 
eco ogica  record.

“Project Budburst is a wonderfu  
way to carry on the tradition of scienti  c 
obser ation and disco ery handed down 
to us by A erica’s  rst great natura ists, 
Lewis and C ark,” Co e said. “It is 
e citing that we wi  be obser ing the 
sa e p ants they recorded for the  rst 
ti e here o er 200 years ago in their 
e k skin journa s, but we wi  be using 
s artphones and the Internet.”

Biob it  2016
Later this spring, Lewis and C ark 

Nationa  Historica  Park p ans to, again, 
ca  on citi en scientists for BioB it  
2016, a nationa  e ent where o unteers 
at arious nationa  parks work together 
to identify as any species of p ants and 
ani a s as possib e.

O er two days on May 20 and May 
21, oca  o unteers and students wi  go 
out around Netu  Landing and identify 
e ery i ing thing they co e across, 
with a focus on po inators such as birds, 
bats, insects and p ants. Lewis and C ark 
Nationa  Historica  Park pre ious y 
hosted a BioB it  e ent in 2012 out in 
the C atsop P ains.

A Ju botron wi  be set up at the 
Nationa  Ma  in Washington, D.C., 
during the two-day BioB it  to show-
case each nationa  park’s  ndings. What 
is found in Astoria ay be broadcast on 
the Ju botron at the nation’s capita .

Co ecting the data of p ants and 
other species is an initia  step in under-
standing the ong-ter  changes to the 
en iron ent. It’s a piece of the pu e to 
know how c i ate change is occurring, 
Co e said.

Another goa  of the Project Budburst 
and Biob it  is si p y to get peop e 
outside and in their nationa  parks.

“The ission is to get peop e 
outdoors,” Fernande  said. “We want to 
connect you to a p ace. It doesn’t atter 
if it’s a nationa  park or if it’s a park 
down the street or in your backyard.”

C i ate change c ues found in p ants

Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian

Nancy Fernandez, a climate change intern with the Lewis and Clark 
National Historical Park, speaks during the Nature Matters talk at the Fort 
George Brewery in Astoria recently. 


