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SUN AND MOON REGIONAL FORECAST
Sunrise today 711 a.m.  Coastal Oregon: Clouds and sun today; Eastern Washington: Clouds and sun today.
Sunset tonight 5:08 p.m. cloudy in the morning, then some sun Partly cloudy tonight. Intervals of clouds
Moonrise today 5:32a.m. acrossthe northin the afternoon. and sun tomorrow.
Moonset today 3:27 p.m.  Eastern and Central Oregon: Partly sunny Cascades: Partly sunny today, but mostly
New First Full Last today. Partly cloudy tonight. cloudy across the north. Partly cloudy
“ . tonight.
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REGIONAL CITIES NATIONAL WEATHER TODAY
Today Sun. Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.
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ber, the greater the need for eye and skin protection.  Little Rock 55 35 pc 61 38s Washington,DC 47 32 pc 49 33 pc
Los Angeles 78 52 s 83 56 s Wichita 52 30 s 51 30 pc

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2016

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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Three-tier minimum wage
plan set for Senate vote

By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

SALEM — A bill to set
three different minimum
wage rates in the state is
headed to the Senate floor
next week.

The bill would hike
wages to $14.75 in the
Portland metro area, $12.50
in rural and coastal areas
with struggling economies
and $13.50 in the rest of the
state by 2022. The rates are
based on median income
and cost of living in those
regions and what it takes
to be “self-sufficient” — to
pay basic expenses such as
food, housing and transpor-
tation, said Sen. Michael
Dembrow, D-Portland,
chairman of the Senate
Workforce and General
Government Committee.

The committee passed
the proposal Friday 3-to-2.

“Passing minimum wage
is not going to be a silver
bullet for problems faced by
low-income Oregonians,”
Dembrow said.

Dembrow said
lawmakers still need to
increase the earned income
tax credit, address the
cost of child care and find
ways to increase afford-
able housing in the state,
where prices, particularly
in the Portland area, have
skyrocketed.

The vote fell along party
lines with the committee’s
two Republicans, Sens.
Tim Knopp of Bend and
Kim Thatcher of Keizer,
voting no.

“I really feel the impact
of this is going to negative
in many ways,” Knopp
said. “I think it is going
to hurt the people you’re
trying to help.”

He said small businesses
would take an economic hit
and employees would lose
jobs.

The Republicans
said they plan to write a

silver bullet for problems
faced by low-income

” . .. By HILLARY BORRUD
Passing minimum wage Capital Bureau
is not going to be a SALEM  —  House

lawmakers from both sides of
the aisle signaled their support
this week for a bill that would

O regon lans , ” encourage large solar projects

e g . in Oregon.
a&“ - Sen- Mlchdel Dembrow, The House Committee
Dembrow D-Portland On Energy and Environment

minority report and offer
an amendment to the bill
on the Senate floor. The
bill could reach the Senate
floor as early as Tuesday,
Dembrow said.

Dembrow authored
the bill after months of
meeting with stakeholders
and consulting research on
self-sufficiency thresholds
for every county in the
state, he said. The bill was
intended to offer an alterna-
tive to ballot initiatives that
would raise the minimum
to $15 or $13.50 statewide
and would repeal a ban on
municipalities and counties
from setting a higher wage.

The first pay bump
would start in  July,
increasing the wage from
$9.25 to $9.75 statewide.

The minimum gradually
will climb to $14.75 in
2022 in the Portland urban
growth boundary, which
includes parts of Mult-
nomah, Washington and
Clackamas counties. It will
rise to $13.50 in Benton,
Clatsop, Columbia,
Deschutes, Hood River,
Jackson, Josephine, Lane,
Lincoln, Linn, Marion,
Polk, Tillamook, Wasco,
and Yamhill counties,
and parts of Multnomah,
Clackamas and Washington
counties outside Portland’s
urban growth boundary.

In rural areas, the
minimum will increase
to $12.50. Those areas
include Malheur, Lake,
Harney, Wheeler, Sherman,
Gilliam, Wallowa, Grant,
Jefferson, Baker, Union,

voted  unanimously  on
Thursday to send the bill
to the budget writing Joint
Committee on Ways and

Crook, Klamath, Douglas,
Coos, Curry, Umatilla and
Morrow counties.

Corrections

The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and
sincerely regrets any errors. If you notice a mistake in
the paper, please call 541-966-0818.

The Legislative Fiscal
Office determined that the
cost of raising minimum
wage for the state and local
governments is indetermi-
nate because it’s impos-
sible to know how many
positions will be affected
by the time the increases
take effect in the next seven
years.

Dembrow’s amendment,
first offered Wednesday,
nudged out a proposal
by Gov. Kate Brown
that would have set two
minimum wage rates in the
state.

No polling has been
done in the Senate on
Dembrow’s specific
proposal, according to
Senate  President Peter
Courtney’s Office. Lindsey
O’Brien, spokeswoman for
House Speaker Tina Kotek,
D-Portland, said Kotek
supports raising minimum
wage but is still reviewing
the Senate proposal before
taking a stance on it.

The Capital Bureau is a
collaboration between EO
Media Group and Pamplin
Media Group.

Means.

House Bill 4037 would
create a state subsidy of half
a cent per kilowatt hour of
energy generated from qual-
ified projects. The subsidy
would last five years.

Legislative staff have yet
to put a price tag on the legis-
lation, but a solar industry
representative  who drafted
the bill estimated it could cost
a total of $5.7 million. The
money would come from the
state general fund.

It would not be the first
Oregon incentive for solar
projects: The state issued
more than $50 million in
business energy tax credits
for solar between 2006 and
2014, according to data from
the Oregon Department of
Energy. Still, Environment
Oregon state director Rikki
Seguin told lawmakers this
week that only 0.02 percent of
the state’s energy comes from
the sun.

David Brown, a senior
principal at Obsidian Finance
Group LLC in Lake Oswego,
drafted the bill with input
from other interested parties.
Brown said the company has
built the state’s three largest

BUCKAROO BOOSTER CLUB

FUNDRAISER

PENDLETON
ELECTRIC
COMPANY

®

LAND & SEA DINNER & AUGTION

Over $40,000 in auction items up for bid!

Wednesday, February 24" « 25 per person
Dinner 5:30-7:00 pm ¢ Auction 6:30 pm
Pendleton Convention Center
Limited to first 500 tickets sold

Tickets available at Big John’s Pizza, Pendleton Athletic, PHS Main
Office, Dave’s Chevron and any Booster Board Member.

D.A. DAVIDSON & CO. * GORDON’S ELECTRIC INC. L
MCDONALDS oF PENDLETON * PAPA MURPHY'’S PIZZA /
MCLAUGHLIN LANDSCAPING * THEWS SHEET METAL

/f *“PENDLETON
i ATHLETIC

solar projects, and plans to
build another large project in
Southern Oregon by the end
of this year.

Brown said House Bill
4037 would provide much
smaller incentives for solar
projects, ~ which  makes
sense because prices have
decreased. His company
developed the five megawatt
Outback project in southern
Oregon, which received a
$10 million business energy
tax credit. Brown said the
production subsidy would
provide a total of $250,000 to
$300,000 to a similarly sized
project.

“When the (business
energy tax credit) died, the
solar program for larger proj-
ects stopped,” Brown said.
“And so ironically, the (busi-
ness energy tax credit) hurt
solar development more than
it helped it ... I think this bill
is a recognition that a small
amount of targeted invest-
ment paid only for guaranteed
results is still a good idea in
Oregon. But it took a long
time for the dark cloud of the
(business energy tax credit) to
start to clear away.”

The bill does contain
language intended to ensure
benefits go only to projects
that actually produce energy.
If a project sits idle and does
not produce energy, the state

House signals support of
subsidy for large solar projects

would reduce the length of
the subsidy under the bill.
Projects that do not produce
power within two years would
be kicked out of the program,
under an amendment added
to the bill before lawmakers
voted it out of committee.

Solar project developers
would have only until Jan.
2, 2017 to apply for the
program, and the subsidy
would be limited to the first
150 megawatts of solar proj-
ects to be accepted into the
program. The subsidy would
only be available for 2 to 10
megawatt projects in Oregon.

The program would sunset
in 2023. Any one program
participant can only get the
subsidy for up to 35 mega-
watts of solar

State Rep. CIiff Bentz,
R-Ontario, was one of the
Republicans who voted to
move the bill out of the House
Committee On Energy and
Environment. Bentz said the
solar subsidy would be key
to ensuring solar projects are
built in Oregon, if lawmakers
pass a bill this session to
double the state’s renewable
energy mandate for the state’s
two largest utilities, Pacifi-
Corp and Portland General
Electric.

Brown said it was not
surprising the bill has
bipartisan support.
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