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Sparking the ground game Baby you were born to run

Broncos, Panthers
clash on the big stage

COACHES’ CORNER
COACHES’ CORNER

an Peyton Manning write a storybook ending to his Hall of Fame-quality career? Manning 

isn’t saying outright this is the end of his Hall of Fame-caliber career despite all the indications 

it will soon be over. Manning knows it was the Broncos’ defense that has made the difference to 

this point and Denver’s All-Pro linebacker, Von Miller, again keys the unit. All season, the best 

record in the NFL has belonged to the Panthers. And while much of the focus is on Manning, Cam 

Newton deserves at least equal billing. The NFL’s most dynamic offensive weapon this season, 

threw for 35 touchdowns and ran for 10, setting an NFL record with that combination. Carolina 

is in its second Super Bowl, Denver in its record-tying eighth. But the Panthers are the favorites.
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WHEN PANTHERS HAVE THE BALL
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Offensive weapon
Pass yds: 3,837 (reg.) � 496 (post.)

Touchdowns: 35 (reg.) � 3 (post.)
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Constructing a contender

Team makeup

Current 53-man roster

Blueprint for successTeam makeup

Current 53-man roster

Drafted Free agents 

Trades 5

19 29

Gary Kubiak

Spent eight seasons coaching the 
Texans after being John Elway’s 
backup for much of his playing 
career. Elway summoned him to 
replace John Fox after last 
January’s postseason debacle 
against Indianapolis.

Career record
(Reg. season)

73
68L

W

NFL Coach of the Year in 2013 

and is a front-runner for the 

award this season. A solid 

defensive assistant and 

coordinator for years, he finally 

got his own team in 2011 and 

has gone 49-34-1, with three 

straight NFC South crowns.

Ron Rivera

A godsend for the Broncos, Anderson came from 

nowhere to seize the starting job in 2014. Short 

but stocky and powerful, also has a nice burst. 

Knows how to find the end zone. 

Stewart became the true No. 1 runner this season when 
DeAngelo Williams departed. Rushed for 989 yards and 
six TDs during season, and had 59-yard sprint on Panthers’ 
first play of postseason. Strong runner with a burst to break 
big plays. 

Jonathan
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 Newton has been the NFL’s most dynamic offensive weapon 

this season, ultra-dangerous when on the run. Denver will try to 

slow him down with their NFL top-ranked defense. DeMarcus 

Ware, Danny Trevathan and Brandon Marshall will try to get 

in Newton’s face and mind, whether in the pass rush or 

popping up in unexpected spots. Carolina will counter by 

getting RB Jonathan Stewart involved early.

Passing yds: 2,249 (reg.) � 398 (postseason)

Touchdowns: 9 (reg.) � 2 (postseason)
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Battle tested

Cam NewtonPeyton Manning

Hasn’t played
 at elite level 

during this 
injury-

ravaged 
season.

Never 
should be

 under-
estimated.

Strong in the pocket, 
elusive and power-
ful outside of it. 
Near the goal 
line, he can be 
unstoppable.
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ATT AVG LONG TDYDS

Regular season

Postseason

  152 720 4.7 48 5 

   31 144 4.6 34 1 

(RUSHING)

WHEN BRONCOS HAVE THE BALL 
 The Broncos have not given Manning great protection all season, but it has 

been good enough in two postseason wins. Carolina will blitz to try to make 

Manning uncomfortable. One way to defeat that, of course, is getting RBs 

C.J. Anderson and Ronnie Hillman involved early. When Manning throws, the 

theory has been he can’t get the ball deep with enough juice on it. Accurate or 

not, he’s still tough on the shorter passes and play-action. WRs Emmanuel 

Sanders and Demaryius Thomas, TEs Owen Daniels, Virgil Green 

and Vernon Davis, plus Anderson supply plenty of targets. 

D.Trevathan
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