
“Every year is 
different. The 

world situation, 
the threat picture 
is different every 
February. … We 

learned from 
events of the past 
but we have to 
protect against 
events of the 

future. So, we 
try to anticipate 
things that can 
happen from 

multiple different 
directions.“

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Stephen Curry scored 
36 of his 51 points in the 
 rst h f to offset  onster 

offensi e e fro  ohn 
W  nd the Go den St te 
W rriors pu ed y to e t 

the W shin ton 
Wi rds 
134-121 
Wednesd y 
night for their 
eighth str ight 
victory. 

Curry de 
13 of his  rst 
14 shots nd 

 nished 1  of 2  fro  the 
 e d nd 11 of 26 fro  

3-point territory. His 11 3s 
tied  c reer high.

The defending-ch pion 
W rriors (45-4) continued 
on their run y tying the 
1 66-6  Phi de phi  6ers 
for the est 4 -g e st rt in 
NBA history.

A ong ith Curry s 51  
y Tho pson scored 

24 points nd r y ond 
Green h d 12 points nd 1  
re ounds.

Warriors’ Curry 
lights up Wizards 

SPORTS
1BFOLLOW US ON TWITTER @EOSPORTS

OKLAHOMA CITY 
(AP) — With the  in 
Kevin ur nt s h nds in 
the  n  
seconds  
O ho  
City co ch 
Bi y 

onov n didn t c   
ti eout. Inste d  he et one 
of his superst rs do his thing.

ur nt de th t 
decision p y off. He hit  
3-pointer ith ust  h f-
second on the c oc  to give 
the Thunder  i d 11 -114 

in over the Or ndo M gic 
on Wednesd y night.

ur nt s u er- e ter 
c pped his 3 -point outing 
for O ho  City  hich 
h s on  ve str ight nd 
12 of its st 13. ur nt 
e tended his stre  of g es 

ith 2  or ore points to 36  
the ongest run in the NBA.

O ho  City s 
other superst r  usse  
West roo  posted his third 
str ight trip e-dou e ith 
24 points   c reer-high 1  
re ounds nd 14 ssists. He 
h s eight trip e-dou es this 
se son   ve co ing in the 

st 11 g es.

Durant’s buzzer-
beater lifts Thunder

Sports shorts

1861 — The Phi de phi  
Ath etics e t Ch rter O  
36-2  in Ne  Yor  in  se  
g e p yed on fro en Litch-
 e d Pond in Broo yn ith the 

p yers e ring ice s tes.
1991 — The doors of 

Coopersto n re s ed 
shut on Pete ose hen the 
H  of e s o rd of direc-
tors votes 12-  to r p yers 
on the per nent y ine igi e 
ist fro  consider tion.
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Contact us at 541-966-0838 or 
sports@eastoregonian.com

Curry

FACES

— Jeh Johnson
Homeland Security 

Secretary, who added 
that at this time there 

are no known credible 
threats to security at 

Super Bowl 50, which 
will be played Sunday 

in San Francisco.
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By ERIC SINGER
East Oregonian

F       
or ny th ete  it s dif  cu t 
to  y fro  their 
respective sport.

After spending thous nds upon 
thous nds of hours studying  
tr ining  nd pr cticing nd fter  
the ood  s e t  nd te rs poured 
into perfecting their cr ft  n tur y 
there is  fee ing inside to eep 
going.

or er profession  co oy 
G ry A ger  r. is one of those 
th etes. Invo ved in rodeo since 

he s nine ye rs o d  the no  
46-ye r-o d Pend eton resident 
co peted profession y for 21 
ye rs efore deciding to c  it uits 
in 2 1 . 

But fter  fe  ye rs y  
A ger st rted getting the itch to 
co pete g in. 

And st ye r  ith so e 
persu sion fro  his ife  A ger got 

c  on the horse — iter y — 
co peting in the N tion  Senior 
Pro odeo Associ tion (NSP A) 
in s dd e ronc.

When e st rted our rodeo 
i e c p here in to n  eing 
round th t pushed e to go get 
c  on so e horses  A ger s id. 

I ys en oyed eing round it  
nd I re y issed the co petitive-

ness.
In ust his  rst ye r on the 

circuit  A ger e rned the s dd e 
ronc or d ch pionship to fu   
 ife ong dre . But his ro d to 
inning the tit e s not the y 

he pro y envisioned hen it 
eg n.

A ger s orn nd r ised in 
Bend nd ttended Mount in ie  
High Schoo  hich is here he 
deve oped his interest nd p ssion 
in rodeo. He st rted out riding u s 
nd dipped his toe into re c  

riding  ut fter  hi e he  n y 
sett ed on s dd e ronc.

As I tched other peop e 
do it  I s ys intrigued nd 

ys nted to ride s dd e 
ronc  he s id. Then fter getting 

on nd going  fe  ti es  I fe  in 
ove.

He co peted in high schoo  

Alger makes triumphant return to rodeo 

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Gary Alger, of Pendleton, thought he had lost out on his chance at a world championship when he retired from pro rodeo after a 21-year 
career. However, he came out of retirement to join the senior circuit in 2015 and ful� lled a lifelong dream by winning the saddle bronc 
world title. 

BACK 
IN THE 
SADDLE

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

The gold buckle Gary Alger won as the 2015 National Senior Pro 
Rodeo Association Saddle Bronc World Champion.

See ALGER/2B

College Football

Her iston ine n 
signs ith 2 1  CS 
n tion  ch p g es

By SAM BARBEE
East Oregonian

To s y it s  cert inty ou dn t e 
ccur te. Hope is  etter ord  ut even 

so  i e y ou d pro y e the est  t.
T o ye rs fter  t  nd n y — yet 

strong nd e p osive — Tre Ne  tr ns-
ferred fro  eight- n foot  t 1A Ione 
to the 11- n g e t 5A Her iston  
he h s signed  N tion  Letter of Intent 
to p y foot  t stern W shington 

niversity  hich co petes in the oot-
 Ch pionship Su division ( CS). 

Neal inks 
with Eastern 
WashingtonPend eton  

Heppner st ndouts 
to oin O

By MATT ENTRUP
East Oregonian

our of stern Oregon s 
top foot  p yers h ve signed 
N tion  Letters of Intent to 
continue their c reers in the 
region th t sp ned the .

Pend eton s K i uinn nd 
co  B n s nd Heppner s 

P tric  Co ins nd C. . Kind e 
 de their co it ent 

to stern Oregon niversity 
of  ci  hen they put pen to 
p per on Wednesd y.

It s so ething I  
re e er forever  s id 
Co ins  the t o-ti e OSAA 
C ss 2A efensive P yer 
of the Ye r. I got to sign in 
the to n th t I ve gro n up 
in  the schoo  th t I  never 
forget  surrounded y  the 
peop e th t h ve supported 

e throughout the ye rs. Oh  
nd I got to do it ith y est 

friend (Kind e) right eside e. 
I  proud to s y th t I  e  
Mount ineer nd I  proud to 
e e to gro  nd e rn under 

the e dership of Co ch Ti  
C p.

Going into his ninth se son 
t O  C p s 4  ins puts 

hi  t o shy of eco ing the 
-ti e inningest co ch 

in progr  history. A  four 
p yers s id the person  
ppro ch C p used during 

their recruit ent p yed  rge 
ro e in inning the  over.

I  rst t ed to hi  ( hen) 
e h d  g e in L  Gr nde 

nd he c e into the oc er 
roo  efore — he s  very 
good guy — nd he greeted 

e  to d e ho he s nd he 
s going to e tching  s id 

uinn  one of four u rter c s 
signed y the Mount ineers. 
After the g e he c e up to 
e nd s id he nted to t  

to e  itt e it ore ter on 
in the ye r fter the se son s 
over. L st rid y I ent there 
on  visit  t ed ith hi  nd 

e oth thought it ou d e  
good p ce for e to  t in.

Co ins s id he got the 
fee ing O s co ches ere 
oo ing out for his est interest  

hich u ti te y s yed his 
decision. 

I h d ots of cont ct 
ith ots of different co ege 

co ches  ut stern re y 
too  the ti e to get to no  

e  nd they understood h t 
I s oo ing for  he s id. 
Other co ches oo ed nd e  
nd s id he s  good th ete  so 
e i  give hi   shot. But 
stern oo ed t e nd s   

good person ith  strong or  
ethic ith discip ine. 

They too  the ti e to get 
to no  e s  person efore 
 p yer  nd I re y respected 

th t. It s  tough decision  
ut I ne  th t O  re y 

nted h t s est for e 

Mount ineers sign four oc s

EO � le photo/E.J. Harris

In this Oct. 9, 2014, � le photo Pendleton quarterback Kai 
Quinn runs with the football in a game at the Round-Up 
Grounds. Quinn was one of four locals to sign letters of in-
tent with Eastern Oregon University on Wednesday. He’ll 
be joined at EOU by Pendeton’s Jacob Banks and Hep-
pner’s Patrick Collins and C.J. Kindle.

Staff photo by Sam Barbee

Hermiston senior Tre Neal (right) 
smiles with Bulldogs head foot-
ball coach David Faaeteete after the 
6-foot-3 255-pound defensive line-
man signed a National Letter of In-
tent Wednesday to play football at 
Eastern Washington University. 

See NEAL/2B
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