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° ° Police ID missing  Former police ‘
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ocean at Cape Spokane Medford School
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By TERRENCE PETTY identified a girl who has filed a lawsuit against city MEDFORD (AP) —

and STEVEN DUBOIS officials, contending his The mother of a Medford

been missing since falling

Associated Press into the Pacific Ocean as civil rights were violated  sophomore has filed a

17-year-old Megan Owens. ™ his forced resignation. lawsuit after her son was

PORTLAND = —  The Lt. Steve Mitchell said Straub filed the lawsuit  injured by a pull-up bar
jailed leader of an armed the girl from Marysville, Tuesday against Mayor that fell off a shelf.

group that took over an Washington, was one David Condon, city The Mail Tribunereports

Oregon wildlife preserve
struck a defiant tone Tuesday
while again urging four hold-
outs to leave, saying local
residents should control the
federally owned property and
U.S. officials do not belong
there.

Ammon Bundy said
the FBI and Oregon State
Police surrounding Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge
are leading an “armed
occupation,” words typically
reserved for the ranchers
and others that launched the
standoff on Jan. 2. He said
the refuge “belongs to the
people,” according to a state-
ment read by his attorney.

“l am requesting that
the remaining protesters go
home now so their lives are
not taken,” Bundy’s state-
ment said.

He is among 11 people
arrested in connection with
the standoff, whose adher-
ents have called federal land
restrictions burdensome and
demanded the government
turn over public lands to
local control. Many were
taken into custody during a
traffic stop last week that left
one occupier dead.

All  face a felony
conspiracy charge of using
intimidation  to  prevent
federal employees from their
work. Bundy will stay behind
bars while his attorneys build
their case that the standoff
was intended as a “peaceful
protest and civil disobedi-
ence.” A federal judge has
allowed a couple of others to
go free pending trial.

Meanwhile, the handful of
remaining occupiers offered
no signs they are ready to

Molly Young/The Oregonian via AP

Jennifer Williams, who owns a small ranch outside of
Burns, said she arrived at the demonstrations to send
a message that the standoff supporters don’t repre-
sent the voice of the community outside the Harney
County Courthouse on Monday. Hundreds gathered
to protest and support the armed occupation of a

national wildlife preserve.

leave. They gave an inter-
view Monday on an online
talk show on a YouTube
channel called Revolution
Radio.

“We’re still here,” said
David Fry, adding that the
four hope sympathizers will
come out to back them up.
“We need the American
people to get the courage to
stand up.”

Bundy pleaded for them
to go home and aligned with
his father, Nevada rancher
Cliven Bundy, on demanding
federal and state authorities
clear out of the area.

The elder Bundy, who
was involved in a high-pro-
file 2014 standoff with the
government over grazing
rights, sent a certified letter
to the local sheriff Monday,
saying the refuge should be
placed under local control.

Unlike his son, Cliven
Bundy has not called for the
last occupiers to leave.

Federal prosecutors
are building a case against
Ammon Bundy and his
followers to show that the
occupation was a threat

to residents and federal
employees. Prosecutors say
the group, once numbering
a couple dozen, was ready to
use violence to hold on to the
refuge.

The standoff also has
created divisions among
residents that will take time
to heal. Many locals want
the occupation to end and
are eager to get on with their
lives. But others sympathize
with Bundy’s complaints,
which are part of a long-run-
ning dispute over federal
management of public lands
in the West.

Some have rallied in
support and opposition to
the standoff, the latter often
citing the death of an Arizona
rancher by police. Robert
“LaVoy” Finicum was killed
Jan. 26 during a confron-
tation with FBI agents and
Oregon State Police on a
remote road.

Federal authorities have
released aerial video and said
Finicum was going for a gun
in his jacket pocket. Bundy’s
relatives say the shooting
was not justified.

Corrections

The Jan. 30 story “As state’s rates go up, Eastern Oregon’s decline” gave the wrong
graduation rate for Hermiston School District. The district’s four-year graduation rate for
2014-2015 was 69 percent, meaning the district’s rate increased 1 percent over the prior year.

The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely regrets any errors. If
you notice a mistake in the paper, please call 541-966-0818.

of four youths climbing
Monday at Cape Kiwanda
in Tillamook County. She
fell off rocks into an area
known as the Punch Bowl.

The Coast Guard sent
helicopter crews, boat crews
and rescue swimmers to
search for the teenager, to
no avail.

As seas got rougher, two
local fire and rescue workers
who were searching on their
own watercraft fell into the
water. One of the helicopter
crews hoisted them out.
One searcher was taken to
Lincoln City for treatment
and the other was returned
to the beach.

Mitchell says the
Tillamook County Sheriff’s
Office will continue the
search.

Administrator Theresa
Sanders and city Attorney
Nancy Isserlis.

The Spokesman-Review
said the lawsuit contends
that Condon and his
administrators made
“a series of contrived
and uninvestigated
accusations” against
Straub.

The lawsuit says Straub
has suffered permanent
and irreparable damage
to his reputation and the
opportunity for future
gainful employment.

Straub was forced
out after he was accused
of sexually harassing
the former department
spokeswoman, and of
launching into tirades
that some of his top
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that the lawsuit against the
Medford School District is
scheduled to go to trial in
March in Jackson County
Circuit Court.

According  to  the
lawsuit, an unsecured,
unattached pull-up bar fell
about 8 feet off a shelf
at North Medford High
School and struck the boy’s
head on May 17, 2013. The
student suffered a head
injury and was unable to
attend school full-time for
the remainder of his soph-
omore year.

The lawsuit is seeking
up to $500,000 in damages.

In a response filed by
the district, officials say
they lack enough informa-
tion to know whether the
allegations are true.
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