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Neighbors’ neglected dog
is causing a big stink

Dear Abby: We recently bought a
new home and have discovered that
our elderly neighbors are caring for
their grandson’s dog. The dog lives
in a 3-by-6-foot area right next to our
patio. The poor animal receives little
attention and is rarely cleaned up after.
As a consequence, our patio reeks of
dog feces, and we are overwhelmed

by flies.

I feel bad for the couple, and I
resent the grandson for allowing his
dog to be neglected and for failing
to have any consideration for the stench that
makes our patio off-limits to us. How can
I politely ask my new neighbors to clean
up after their dog so we can enjoy our new
home without offending them or creating a
bad neighbor situation? — “Shoo Fly” In

Bakersfield, Calif.

Dear Shoo Fly: If your neighbors are
unable to properly care for their grandson’s
dog, they shouldn’t have it. A dog is a respon-
sibility — the animal needs feeding, exercise,
social contact and to be cleaned up after. To
shirk that responsibility is cruel.

It would not be offensive to inform these
neighbors that the odor and flies from their
dog run are so overwhelming that they
prevent you from enjoying your patio. Speak
up, or they’ll think you haven’t noticed. If this
continues, call animal control or a pet rescue

group.

Dear Abby: I have been in a rocky rela-
tionship for 10 months, and I'm not sure how

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
Advice

you get out. | have tried multiple times
to leave, but every time I tell her, she
begs me not to, says horrible things
and threatens to kill herself. She says
she’ll never be happy again, that I
“always do this” and it hurts her so
much. It makes me feel so bad I just
give in and give her what she wants.

She doesn’t trust me. 1 have to
give her all of my passwords and
she checks my phone daily. She has
to know everything I’'m doing, and
if I don’t tell her, look out! The next
world war is going to happen. I have told her
many times that if she can’t trust me, there’s
no way we can be together because it will
make a miserable life for both of us.

Her constant worrying whether I'm going
to leave her is starting to get to me. I really

can’t take this anymore. I have considered

some extreme things to get out because I'm
so unhappy, and [ know she is, too. I have
tried everything. Please help me. — Stuck In
A Nightmare

Dear Stuck: It is time you realize that you

can’t fix what’s wrong with this woman. Her

one.

insecurities are a bottomless pit. You have
described a hostage relationship, not a loving

So pack your things and get out of there
NOW. If she threatens suicide and you know
how to contact her family, alert them after you

have gone. But do not pause, do not explain

and do not look back. Your safety and your
sanity depend upon it.

100 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian
Feb. 1-2, 1916
St. Andrew’s Mission, on the Umatilla
reservation, has lost five head of cattle, and
it is feared there will be further losses out of
130 head owned by the mission. The supply

had been stolen. Three 17-year-old Pendleton

youths had taken the car and during the early

morning hours had led a state policeman on a

of feed at the mission is almost exhausted and

the cattle are getting weak. The feed consists

of straw and alfalfa. Major Swartzlander has

invited the mission people to drive their cattle
to the Indian agency where there is a supply
of feed. However, this will not be done as it
would be too hard upon the cattle. The snow
is three feet deep at St. Andrews and it was
still snowing at 11 o’clock this morning. The
plan is to feed the cattle as long as possible
and rely upon hauling feed to them when the

storm breaks.
50 Years Ago

From the East Oregonian
Feb. 1-2, 1966
William Lozier thinks the Oregon State
Police are pretty efficient fellows. They called
him early Monday morning to say they had
recovered his 1965 auto. He wasn’t aware it

high speed chase in the north hill area before
they were cornered on a deadend stretch of
NW Ingram. All three were turned over to
juvenile authorities.
25 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian
Feb. 1-2, 1991
Indians on the Umatilla Reservation,
hoping to tap into an international marketing
program for Native American food products,
plan to step up federal lobbying efforts in
support of tribal economic development.
The tribes have hired Pendleton consultant
Wesley Grilley, former executive vice presi-
dent of the Oregon Wheat Growers League,

who returned Thursday from a three-day
trip to Washington, D.C., on behalf of the

Confederated Tribes. Grilley’s “fact-finding”

mission focused on Indian-related provisions

in the 1990 Farm Bill, and also targeted
support for the multi-million dollar Oregon
Trail interpretive center proposed on the
reservation east of Pendleton.
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Today is the 33rd day of
2016. There are 333 days left
in the year. This is Groundhog
Day.

Today’s
History:

On Feb. 2, 1914, Charles
Chaplin made his movie
debut as the comedy short
“Making a Living” was
released by Keystone Film
Co.

On this date:

In 1653, New Amsterdam
— now New York City —
was incorporated.

In 1848, the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo, ending
the Mexican-American War,
was signed.

In 1887, Punxsutawney,
Pennsylvania, held its first
Groundhog Day festival.

In 1925, the legendary
Alaska Serum Run ended
as the last of a series of dog
mushers brought a life-saving
treatment to Nome, the scene
of a diphtheria epidemic,
six days after the drug left
Nenana.

In 1932, Duke Ellington
and His Orchestra recorded
“It Don’t Mean a Thing (If It
Ain’t Got That Swing)” for
Brunswick Records.

In 1942, a Los Angeles

Highlight in

Times column by W.H.
Anderson urged security
measures  against  Japa-

nese-Americans, arguing that
a Japanese-American “almost
inevitably ... grows up to be a
Japanese, not an American.”

In 1943, the remainder of
Nazi forces from the Battle
of Stalingrad surrendered in a
major victory for the Soviets
in World War II.

In 1964, Ranger 6, a lunar
probe launched by NASA,
crashed onto the surface of
the moon as planned, but
failed to send back any TV
images.

In 1971, Idi Amin, having
seized power in Uganda,
proclaimed himself president.

In 1980, NBC News
reported the FBI had
conducted a sting oper-
ation targeting members
of Congress using phony
Arab businessmen in what
became known as “Abscam,”
a codename protested by
Arab-Americans.

In 2014, Academy
Award-winning actor Philip
Seymour Hoffman, 46, was
found dead in his New York
apartment from a combina-
tion of heroin, cocaine and
other drugs.
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Today’s Birthdays:
Gossip columnist Liz Smith is
93. Former French President
Valery Giscard d’Estaing is
90. Actor Robert Mandan is
84. Comedian Tom Smothers
is 79. Rock singer-guitarist
Graham Nash is 74. Televi-
sion executive Barry Diller
is 74. Actor Bo Hopkins is
72. Country singer Howard
Bellamy (The Bellamy
Brothers) is 70. TV chef
Ina Garten is 68. Actor Jack
McGee is 67. Actor Brent
Spiner is 67. Rock musician
Ross Valory (Journey) is 67.
Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas,
is 64. The president of South
Korea, Park Geun-hye, is 64.
Model Christie Brinkley is
62. Actor Michael Talbott is
61. Actress Kim Zimmer is
61. Actor Michael T. Weiss
is 54. Actor-comedian Adam
Ferrara is 50. Rock musician
Robert Deleo (Army of
Anyone; Stone  Temple
Pilots) is 50. Actress Jennifer
Westfeldt is 46. Rock musi-
cian Ben Mize is 45. Actress
Marissa Jaret Winokur is 43.
Singer Shakira is 39.

Thought for Today:
“Mistakes are the portals of
discovery.” — James Joyce
(1882-1941).
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