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Oregon lawmakers consider liquor tax ahead of Nov. ballot

By KRISTENA HANSEN
Associated Press

SALEM Orego-
nians have many options
for places to buy wine
and beer. Hard alcohol,
however, requires a
separate trip to one of the
limited state-owned liquor
stores. But that could
change if voters pass a
ballot measure proposed
for November that would
allow hard alcohol to sit
alongside beer and wine on
grocery-store shelves.

It’s certainly not the
first attempt to privatize
Oregon’s liquor industry,
nor have stakeholders on
either side of the issue
necessarily changed their
opinions, but the approach

What started the debate
and who’s behind it?

Oregon’s monopoly over
the liquor industry dates
back to Prohibition days, and
it was a model most other
states had also adopted at
that time. Many states have
since decided the business
of buying and selling liquor
is better off left to the free
market, leaving Oregon in
the minority pool of about
18 states that still control of
distribution and sales.

Privatization has been
a recurring discussion for
years in Oregon, but the most
aggressive efforts began after
voters ended Washington
state’s longtime monopoly
in 2011. It’s a contentious
issue that has pitted grocers
concerned with improving

worry about competing for
shelf space at large grocery
chains.

The state’s  primary
concern is losing a big source
of revenue. In the 2013-15
biennium, the state and local
governments received $435
million from all alcohol tax
revenue — including liquor,
beer and wine.

What’s different about
the current proposal from
past efforts?

The proposed measure,
Initiative 71, would privatize
Oregon’s  liquor  market
beginning July 2017. It’s
backed by a group of
Northwest grocers called
Oregonians for Competition,
who proposed a similar but
more complicated measure
in 2014. Their previous

appease the state, also estab-
lished a new sales tax on
only the liquor industry, not
consumers. Still, the word
“tax” has historically been
a tough sell to Oregonians,
who treasure the state’s zero
sales tax, so the initiative
was dropped after the grocers
ran out of time to tweak the
ballot language.

So grocers’ solution this
year? Let the Legislature
figure out the tax issue.

What are lawmakers
doing about it and what
does itmean for consumers?

State  lawmakers are
have already drafted a
proposal, LC 196, for the
upcoming  short session
beginning Feb. 1. During
a House Committee on
Revenue hearing last week,

the grocers’ initiative pass in
November. It would tax the
liquor that wholesalers —
not consumers — purchase,
and at a rate that aimed
at sustaining the state’s
revenue stream. However,
the bill needs strong support
to get the required three-
fifths majority vote, so the

final version could look
drastically different from the
current proposal.

Until then, the debate
will likely center around
Oregonians and the kind
of markups they might see
when liquor products even-
tually make it to grocery
store shelves.

this time around is
different.

their bottom lines — against
smaller distilleries, who

lawmakers described it as
a “contingency” bill should

proposal would’ve privatized
the market and, aiming to
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Former Grant County undersheriff
files to run against Sheriff Palmer

JOHN DAY — Former Grant County Undersheriff
Todd McKinley filed to run for sheriff Monday.

Current Sheriff Glenn Palmer had already filed for
re-election to the position. McKinley is currently the
director of Grant County Community Corrections.

In a written statement, McKinley
said he decided to run after witnessing b— “3-1Y
the “audacity of individuals who think ;
they can dictate the course of Grant
County, without the input of all.”

“When I took my first oath of
office as a reserve deputy on April 3,
2000, it was that I would support the
Constitution and the laws of the United
States and of the state of Oregon, and
to honestly and faithfully perform the
duties imposed upon the member under
the laws of Oregon,” he said in the
statement. “I do not remember that there were any clauses
that told me this was optional, and up to my interpretation
of the Constitution and laws.”

Grant County Clerk Brenda Percy said, if only two
candidates are running for sheriff, the race will go directly
to the general election in November. If three or more
candidates file, the race will first take place during the
May primary, with the top two candidates proceeding to
the ballot during the general election.

— Blue Mountain Eagle

cKinIey

State panel recommends removal of
controversial Marion County judge

SALEM (AP) — A state judicial panel has
recommended the removal of a Marion County judge
who refused to perform same-sex marriages and who was
investigated on other counts as well.

The Commission on Judicial Fitness and Disability
said Monday it had found that Marion County Judge
Vance Day had lied under oath, that in some instances he

had acted for personal
gain, and that he had AROEEED
impugned his honesty N ORTHWEST

and integrity.

The panel examined
Day’s judicial behavior
in a number of areas.

Those included his refusal to perform same-sex
marriages, soliciting money from lawyers appearing
before him, and allowing a convicted felon to handle a
gun.

The Oregon Supreme Court will decide whether Day
will be removed.

A spokesman for Day was not immediately available to
provide comment.

Kip Kinkel’s attorney to use
Supreme Court ruling in appeal

PORTLAND (AP) — An attorney for Thurston High
School shooter Kipland P. Kinkel will augment an appeal
of his nearly 112-year prison sentence by using a U.S.
Supreme Court ruling on juvenile life in prison sentences.

The Supreme Court Monday extended its ban on
mandatory life in prison without parole sentences for
anyone who committed a murder before age 18.

At age 15, Kinkel killed his parents. He later went to
his high school cafeteria in Springfield, fatally shooting
two students and wounding about two dozen others in
May 1998.

The 33-year-old is being held at the medium-security
Oregon State Correctional Institution in Salem.

The Oregonian reports Kinkel’s attorney Andy Simrin
says the high court’s ruling might help Kinkel. Simrin
expects plans to file a related memorandum with the
Oregon Court of appeals.
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