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HIGHWAY: Majority of crashes were rear-end collisions
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along there and there’s five
lanes, it’s tricky,” he said.

Strandberg urged drivers
who use the 395 corridor
to pay extra attention to
their surroundings and to
reduce distractions while
driving, which will be espe-
cially important during the
construction period.

“ODOT will continue
to work with the city of
Hermiston to improve safety,
but it is paramount that all
motorists, bicyclists and
pedestrians take extra caution
and be mindful of each
other,” he wrote in a news
release. “Safety is everyone’s
responsibility.”

Between 2010 and 2014
there were 450 crashes
reported  on  Highway
395 between milepost 10
(just north of Stanfield)
and Highway 730. Ninety
percent of those occurred in

the six-mile stretch between
Southeast Fourth Street and
Highway 730.

According to ODOT data,
those crashes resulted in two
fatalities, 15 serious injuries,
90 moderate injuries and 228
minor injuries. The full data
set isn’t in for 2015, but there
was another fatality reported
on Highway 395 near Baggett
Lane in October 2015.

The majority of crashes
reported between 2010 and
2014 were classified as
rear-end crashes or crashes
during a turning movement.
Half of the reports listed
following too closely or
failure to yield as the primary
cause, while excessive speed
or distracted driving were
cited as a cause in 20 percent
of the crashes.

Thirty-three ~ of  the
crashes happened on ice or
snow-covered roads. Most
were two-vehicle crashes.
Fridays had the most crashes

at 87, while Saturdays had
the fewest at 46.

Hermiston Police Chief
Jason Edmiston said in a
statement that in June 2015
the department reverted to
having an officer on a motor-
cycle dedicated full-time to
traffic violations. In the next
six months the officer issued
863 citations, mostly along
Highway 395.

“Law enforcement can
impact traffic with either
education or enforcement,”
he said. “We would much
rather educate our citizens that
distracted driving as a result
of passengers, electronic
devices, etc. is preventable.”

He said the highway is
unique because it has so
many business entrances and
exits along it —as well as a
high speed limit. Edmiston
said it would be important
for drivers to be especially
cautious and practice good
defensive driving during the

period of construction on the
highway.

One particular section of
the highway that has come
under scrutiny is the inter-
section of Highway 395 and
Elm Avenue. The intersection
is the busiest in northeastern
Oregon and is considered by
ODOT to be the second most
dangerous in Eastern Oregon
based on number of crashes
per vehicle. There were 34
crashes reported from 2011
to 2013.

In an attempt to reduce the
number of crashes there each
year ODOT put up temporary
barriers at the intersection
to keep people from turning
left out of surrounding busi-
nesses. The plastic barriers
will be replaced with a
concrete median during the
repaving project.

Contact Jade McDowell at

Jjmcdowell@eastoregonian.
com or 541-564-4536.
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his unruly yard, to no avail.

Under the city’s nuisance
code, the police have the
power to abate the property
if the owner fails to address
the issue. To pay for the costs
of cleaning the property, the
city will put a lien on Gate-
ly’s house. The work was
not finished Thursday, so the
final cost is not yet known.

Despite the circumstances
that led to the cleanup,
Roberts thought it was a
wake-up call for Gately.

“He finally realized he
couldn’t do it on his own,”
he said.

Gately was far from on
his own Thursday afternoon,
receiving help from Roberts,
community services officer
Lance Zaugg and a few
contract workers.

Zaugg and Roberts helped
Gately sort through his many
possessions,  occasionally
asking Gately for his yea or
nay on whether to dispose of
a specific item.

If Gately gave his blessing,
the men threw it into a pile
that was transported from
the back yard via backhoe

OCD from VA
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Pendleton Police and a work crew from Eastern Oregon Environmental Recovery
clean up items from the home of Dave Gately on Thursday in Pendleton.

and into a waiting trailer.
Numerous trips were needed
to dispose of the detritus.
Gately said he moved
into his house 15-20 years
ago and has been collecting
stuff ever since. He earns
his income from a monthly
disability check, the result of

a 1983 accident he suffered
while in the Air Force that
left him with a steel plate
in his head. He is a regular
fixture at athletic events and
concerts around Pendleton.
Gately plans to seek treat-
ment for hoarding and obses-
sive compulsive disorder at

the Veteran Administration
Medical Center in Walla
Walla.

“I don’t want to start over
again,” he said.

Contact Antonio Sierra at
asierra@eastoregonian.com
or 541-966-0836.
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minimum as “urgent.”

“The costs of essentials
such as food, child care,
and rent are rising so fast
that wages can’t keep up,”
Brown said in a statement.
“Many Oregonians working
full-time can’t make ends
meet, and that’s not right.”

In the rest of the state,
the plan would hike the
minimum to $10.25 in 2017
and $13.50 by 2022.

After 2022, the minimum
would return to increasing in
conjunction with Consumer
Price Index, the Governor’s
Office said.

The proposal will be
presented to the Legislature
during its 35-day session in

February and March.

House Speaker Tina
Kotek, D-Portland, and
Senate  President  Peter
Courtney, D-Salem, said

Thursday they will push to
pass the governor’s proposal.
Kotek said she would
prefer to raise wages in
Portland faster than what’s
outlined in the governor’s
proposal. Still, she said,
the plan gives businesses
certainty and time to plan.
The plan still might not
succeed in averting a battle
over minimum wage at the
ballot box in November.
Petitioners for a ballot
initiative to  hike the
minimum to $15 statewide

by 2019 say Brown’s
proposal falls short of
Oregonians’ needs, espe-

cially those living in the
Portland metro area.

“Six years is too long,”
said chief petitioner Jamie
Partridge. “People need $15
now. The governor’s plan is
not enough to bring workers
out of poverty. We can’t
expect prices to stay the
same over six years.”

Partridge said people
throughout the state need
$15 per an hour.

The $15 initiative group
also wants cities and coun-
ties to receive authority to
increase minimum wage
higher than the state limit.

They said they plan to
continue gathering signa-
tures to place their initiative

on the ballot. Justin Norton-
Kertson, campaign manager
for Oregonians for $15,
said the group has already
collected nearly 40,000

signatures and anticipates
gleaning a total of 50,000
to 60,000 by the end of the
legislative session in early
March.
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FOREST: Timber harvests
have dropped 90 percent in
region since mid-1980s
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Forest Plan. All three said
the Forest Service needs to
increase the pace and scale
of restoration to improve
forest health and the rural
economy.

“We’ve got to get out of
this pattern where we do
nothing with these lands,”
Davidson said.

The Blue Mountains
Forest Plan deals with three
national forests in northeast

Oregon: the Umatilla,
Wallowa-Whitman and
Malheur. It does not

approve any specific proj-
ects, but sets overall goals
and desired conditions for
land management.

Forest plans should be
updated every 10-15 years
to account for the latest
science and conditions on
the ground. The plan’s goals
are to promote ecological
integrity, economic and
social well-being.

It’s taken more than a
decade to get to this point
in the latest revision. In
2014, the Forest Service
released its draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement
and  proposed  revised
Forest Plan, which received
mostly negative feedback
in more than 1,100 written
public comments.

In response, the Forest
Service took a step back in
2015 and held a series of
public meetings around the
region to gain additional
input. The last of those
meetings was held in
December.

The agency’s preferred
alternative fails to meet
the management needs
of the forests, Smith said.
He provided estimates
that show 73 percent of
the forests are at moderate
to high risk for severe
wildfires. Yet, the plan
as written would limit
mechanical thinning to just
2.1 percent of the forests
annually, he said.

“It could take decades
for the Forest Service to
restore or treat these forests
back to health,” Smith said.

Timber harvests have
already dropped 90 percent

in the region since the
mid-1980s, and Warness
said more than 17 mills
have closed over the past 25
years. The 1,200 jobs lost in
this region are equivalent to
losing 106,000 jobs in the
Portland area, she added.

As it stands, Boise
Cascade is trucking in
logs from nearly 300 miles
away just to maintain what
few mills they have left in
Eastern Oregon, Warness
said. Local timber harvests
must increase if that
infrastructure is to survive,
much less expand.

“The way this plan is
written, their standards
and guidelines don’t meet
the needs of the national
forests,” Warness said.
“It seems fairly abstract,
but it will affect all future
projects.”

Sabrina Stadler, team
leader for the Blue Moun-
tains Forest Plan Revision,
said they are working now
to assess all comments and
decide how to shape new
alternatives. She said there
haven’t been any decisions
yet, but that there will
“definitely be changes.”

The team is also still
meeting with cooperating
agencies, including the
state, tribes and counties,
to make sure everyone is
on the same page. Stadler
said  she  understands
why people are frustrated
with the process, but it’s
important to remember
meetings only wrapped up
a month ago.

“It’s just a big effort,”
she said. “It’s a lot to
make sure we’re treating
everyone equitably, and
nobody is getting short-
changed.”

Pace and scale of resto-
ration were identified as a
top concern throughout the
process, Stadler said, along
with access and wilderness
issues.

“We’ve been doing our
best to reach out to as many
people as we can. That just
takes time,” she said.

Contact George Plaven
at  gplaven@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-966-08235.
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