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By JADE MCDOWELL

It isn’t uncommon for travelers to 
Hermiston to  nd t ere is no room at t e inn  
ut 2016 could e t e year t at c anges

 201  study y t e city of Hermiston 
found a city ide occu ancy rate of 6  
ercent  and y 201  t at num er ad inc ed 

u  to nearly 6 6 ercent  e  nal num ers 
for all of 201  aren’t in yet  ut t e t ird 
uarter of t e year sa  a  ercent um  over 

t e t ird uarter of 201
“Hermiston’s occupancy rate is extremely 

ig  even compared it  ortland  
assistant city manager ar  organ said

Hotel capacity in t e Hermiston area 
is getting a oost  
o ever  y t e 

expansion of two local 
otels and a construction of new Holiday Inn 

Express downtown
Hermiston as seven otels not counting 

omfort Inn and uites y pace ge  
w ic  is outside t e city limits  comprised 
of  rooms  e room Holiday Inn 
Express under construction at t e corner of 
Hermiston venue and Hig way  will 
oost t e city’s otel capacity y 21 percent

Innsig t Hotel anagement president 
ic ard oyles said in a statement t at is 

company was excited a out t e new otel  
and t e improvements to downtown Herm
iston t at t e property tax revenue from t e 

 million investment will ring
“ e’re t rilled a out uilding our new 

otel in t e middle of downtown Hermiston  
and we’re really excited a out t e planned 
developments in t e r an enewal 

istrict  e said
a ul utta  manager of t e odeway 

Inn  said t e ig new franc ise otel coming 
to a city t e si e of Hermiston is a testament 
to t e way t e otel industry is t riving 
t ere

“ ey  nd our economy strong and t at 
we’re doing well  e said

ccording to utta  t e odeway Inn’s 
revenues ave seen “steady growt

“ e last few years  especially after 2012  
as pic ed up uite a it  e said

e growt  seems to ave een driven y 
Hermiston’s overall growt  t e expansion 
of various private-sector businesses and 
an increasing number of events osted by 
Hermiston c ool istrict  ocal oteliers 
said t ey’re  lled to capacity on wee ends 
t e city osts state football c ampions ips  
regional bas etball tournaments and ot er 
sporting events  sending some teams and 
parents to endleton for a room

utta said t e Holiday Inn Express will 
li ely put a bit of a dent into some of t e 
otels in a similar price range but it “won’t 

put anyone out of business
He said local oteliers are excited at t e 

prospect of t e Eastern Oregon rade and 
Event enter  w ic  will open its event 
center building to conferences and ot er 
events in April and will be completed in 
201  

utta said travelers to Hermiston tend 
to be t ere for corporate reasons instead of 
tourism  ta ing advantage of its position as a 
geograp ic ub close to local businesses as 
well as industries a alf- our drive away in 
t e ri- ities  oardman and endleton

“Eac  of t ose towns as a speci  c 
industry t ey old  e said  “If we can ave 
an epicenter li e EO E  t at’s a ey point

Holiday Inn Express isn’t t e only player 
in t e otel industry to see t e need for more 
otel rooms in Hermiston

e Oa  ree Inn be ind afeway is 
currently expanding its offerings  en 
construction is done in ay t e otel will 
go from 62 rooms to 6  welve of t e new 
rooms will include itc enettes

anager ellie olinger said t e otel 

gets all types  but t ere are more corporate 
visitors t an tourists coming t roug  e 
Oa  ree Inn as a contract wit  nion 

aci  c  but is also open to t e general public  
“ e’re ust so busy  s e said  “ e stay 

busy year-round
omfort Inn and uites  located outside 

t e city limits near pace Age uel   nis ed 
up an expansion in late 201  e otel  

w ic  formerly ad 6  rooms  added an 
additional  including six suites

At t e time co-owner Jim lis a said 
t e rooms s ouldn’t be ard to  ll because 
t e otel was “often running up against 
capacity  

———
Contact Jade McDowell at jmcdowell@

eastoregonian.com or 541-564-4536  

EO i le photo

Site preparation work has started at the location where a four-story Holiday Inn Express will be build at the corner of West Hermiston Avenue and Highway 395. Heavy 
equipment operators were working on the site Tuesday, Dec. 15. According to Mark Morgan, assistant city manager for Hermiston, building permits were purchased for 
the location last week.

EO i le photo

A 35-room expansion was completed in 2015 at the Hermiston Comfort Inn & Suites.
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As more travelers  nd Hermiston  otels catc ing up to meet demand
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 I N S U R A N C E

 Locations also in Milton-Freewater, Baker City, John Day, Lake Oswego, Hood River, Ketchum, ID & Sco ttsdale, AZ

 Online at bisnett.com • 800-303-0419

 121 S. Main Street • Pendleton • 541.276.1418

 Contact Bisnett Insurance 

 for all of your insurance needs.

 Protect Your Passion

 A NDREA  M UNKERS  

 has over 19 years of experience.

 - “Being able to provide the coverage that people need is 

 rewarding. I have gotten to watch families that I have insured over 

 the years grow and change.”

 E RIN  M C L AUGHLIN

 has over 10 years of experience.

 - “I love the people in Pendleton.  I really enjoy helping 

 people protect what matter most to them.”

 S HANE  L EASY

 holds an Ag and Farm Insurance Specialist designation and over 

 21 years of experience.

 - “I enjoy meeting new people, and the challenges of everyday 

 changes in the business, and having to adapt to them.”

 J OE  Y OUNG

 has over 11 years experience and specializes in farm/ranch and 

 commercial insurance. 

 - “There isn’t anywhere else that I’ve been that I would prefer to 

 live and raise my family than here in Eastern Oregon.  The people 

 make the place and this is a pretty awesome place.”

 J EANNE  K ING

 serves as a consultant on farm & crop with a Ag and Farm Insurance Specialist 

 designation and over 35 years of experience.

 - “I thoroughly enjoy my customers and Bisnett Insurance is a great company to 

 work for.”

 C INDY  D OUGHERTY  

 specializes in farm & crop for 16 years.

 - “I take pride in giving out the “personal touch” in insurance 

 that a lot of companies do not offer. I feel that in our rural area, 

 people expect and appreciate this.”

 S HELBY

 - “I have a lot of customer service experience and love helping 

 customers that come through our doors. Everyone has fun and 

 interesting stories to share!”


