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WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Barack Obama moved 
Monday to expand back-
ground checks to cover more 

rearms so d at gun sho s  
on ine and any here e se  
aiming to curb a scourge of 
gun vio ence despite unyie d-
ing opposition to ne  a s in 
Congress.

Obama s p an to broaden 
background checks forms 
the centerpiece of a broad-
er package of gun contro  
measures the president p ans 
to take on his o n in his -
na  year in of ce. A though 
Obama can t uni atera y 
change gun a s  the presi-
dent is hoping that bee ng up 
enforcement of existing a s 
can prevent at east some gun 
deaths in a country rife ith 
them.

This is not going to so ve 
every vio ent crime in this 
country  Obama said. Sti  
he added  It i  potentia y 
save ives and spare fami ies 
the pain of these extraordi-
nary osses.

nder current a  on y 
federa y icensed gun dea -
ers must conduct background 
checks on buyers  but many 

ho se  guns at ea mar-
kets  on ebsites or in other 
informa  settings don t reg-
ister as dea ers. Gun contro  
advocates say that oopho e 
is exp oited to skirt the back-
ground check requirement.

No  the ustice epart-
ment s Bureau of A coho  
Tobacco  irearms and x-
p osives i  issue updated 
guidance that says the gov-
ernment shou d deem anyone 
in the business  of se ing 

guns to be a dea er  regard ess 
of here he or she se s the 
guns. To that end  the gov-
ernment i  consider other 
factors  inc uding ho  many 
guns a person se s and ho  
frequent y  and hether those 
guns are so d for a pro t.

The executive actions on 
gun contro  fa  far short of 

hat Obama and ikemind-

ed a makers attempted to 
accomp ish ith egis ation 
in  after a massacre at 
a Connecticut e ementary 
schoo  that shook the na-
tion s conscience. ven sti  
the more modest measures 

ere sure to spark ega  cha -
enges from those ho op-

pose any ne  impediments 

to buying guns.
We re very comfortab e 

that the president can ega -
y take these actions  said 

Attorney Genera  oretta 
ynch.

Obama’s announcement 
as hai ed by emocratic 

a makers and gun contro  
groups ike the Brady Cam-

paign to Prevent Gun Vio-
ence  hich c aimed Obama 
as making history ith 

bo d and meaningfu  action  
that ou d make a  Ameri-
cans safer. Hi ary C inton  at a 
ra y in Io a  said she as so 
proud  of Obama but arned 
that the next president cou d 
easi y undo his changes.

I on’t ipe it a ay  
C inton said.

But epub icans ere 
quick to accuse Obama of 
gross overreach. Sen Bob 
Corker  -Tenn.  denounced 
Obama’s steps as “divisive 
and detrimenta  to rea  so u-
tions.

“I i  ork ith my co -
eagues to respond appropri-

ate y to ensure the Consti-
tution is respected  Corker 
said.

ar from mandating 
background checks for a  
gun sa es  the ne  guidance 
sti  exempts co ectors and 
gun hobbyists  and the exact 
de nition of ho must reg-
ister as a dea er and conduct 
background checks remains 
exceeding y vague. 

Obama moves for background 
checks on more gun sales

Tuesday  anuary                  ast Oregonian        Page 5APage 4A ast Oregonian Tuesday  anuary  NATION/WORLD NATION/WORLD

Ralph Barrera/Austin American-Statesman via AP

Terry Holcomb, Executive Director of Texas Carry hap-
pily displays his customized holster as he walks to the 
Capitol for a rally. Open Carry Texas and Texas Carry held 
a rally on the south steps of the Texas State Capitol in 
Austin to celebrate Texas becoming an open carry state. 

AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais

Attorney General Loretta Lynch listens as President Barack Obama speaks in the 
Oval Of�ce of the White House in Washington, Monday during a meeting with law 
enforcement of�cials to discuss executive actions the president can take to curb 
gun violence.

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The ustice epart-
ment sued Vo ks agen 
on Monday over emis-
sions-cheating soft are 
found in near y  
vehic es so d in the nit-
ed States  potentia y 
exposing the company 
to bi ions of do ars in 
pena ties for c ean air vi-
o ations.

The civi  comp aint 
against the German auto-
maker  ed on beha f of 
the nvironmenta  Pro-
tection Agency in U.S. 

istrict Court in etroit  
a eges the company i e-
ga y insta ed soft are 
designed to make its 
“c ean diese  engines 
pass federa  emissions 
standards hi e under-
going aboratory test-
ing. The vehic es then 
s itched off those mea-
sures in rea - or d driv-
ing conditions  spe ing 
harmfu  gases at up to  
times hat is a o ed un-
der federa  environmen-
ta  standards.

“Car manufacturers 
that fai  to proper y cer-
tify their cars and that 
defeat emission contro  
systems breach the pub-
ic trust  endanger pub ic 

hea th and disadvantage 
competitors  ohn C. 
Cruden  the assistant at-
torney genera  for the 
ustice epartment’s n-

vironment and Natura  
esources ivision  said 

in a statement.
“The United States 

i  pursue a  appro-
priate remedies against 
Vo ks agen to redress 
the vio ations of our na-
tion’s c ean air a s a -
eged in the comp aint  

he said.
The company is in the 

midst of negotiating a 
massive mandatory reca  

ith U.S. regu ators and 
potentia y faces more 
than  bi ion in nes 
for vio ations of the fed-
era  C ean Air Act.

U.S. sues VW 
over cheating 
software in 
diesel cars

The president’s actions 
will make clear that any-
one who’s in the business 
of selling guns must obtain 
a license, regardless of 
whether they sell irearms 
online or at gun shows, 
and must conduct back-
ground checks on their 
customers. Currently, only 
federally licensed gun deal-
ers must conduct back-
ground checks on buyers.
The White House says 
there’s no threshold 
number of sales that 
will trigger the licensure 
requirement, and that even 
a few transactions may be 
enough to establish that a 
person is engaged in the 
business of selling guns.

• MORE FBI EXAMINERS: 
The FBI will hire more than 
an additional 230 exam-
iners and other staff to 
help process background 
checks. The National In-
stant Criminal Background 
Check System in 2015 
received more than 22.2 
million background check 
requests, or an average of 
more than 63,000 per day.
The FBI is also working 
to modernize NICS, which 
dates to the 1990s, and 
to improve the response 
time for alerting local law 
enforcement authorities 
that someone who is dis-
qualiied from buying a gun 
attempted to do so.

• LOST AND STOLEN 
WEAPONS: A rule issued 
by the federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives will clarify 
that a dealer shipping 
a gun is responsible for 
notifying law enforcement 
once it determines it was 
lost or stolen in transit. 

• SMART GUN TECH: A 
presidential memorandum 
to the departments of 
Defense, Homeland Se-
curity and Justice directs 
the agencies to conduct 
or sponsor research into 
smart gun technology. 
That technology is aimed 
at reducing the risk of 
accidental gun discharges 
and improving the tracing 
of lost or stolen irearms.
• MENTAL HEALTH: The 
White House is proposing 
a $500 million investment 
to improve mental health 
care.

Details of the plan

By JON GAMBRELL
Associated Press

UBAI  United Arab mir-
ates — A ies of Saudi Arabia fo -
o ed the kingdom’s ead Mon-

day and sca ed back dip omatic 
ties to Iran after the ransacking 
of Saudi dip omatic missions in 
the Is amic epub ic  vio ence 
sparked by the Saudi execution 
of a prominent Shiite c eric.

Sudan and the tiny is and king-
dom of Bahrain said they ou d 
sever ties ith Iran  as Saudi 
Arabia did ate Sunday. Within 
hours  the United Arab mirates 
announced it ou d do ngrade 
ties to Tehran to the eve  of the 
charge d’affaires  hi e other na-
tions issued statements criticizing 
Iran.

The concerted campaign by 
Sunni-ru ed Saudi Arabia high-
ights the aggressive stance ing 
Sa man and his son  eputy 
Cro n Prince Mohammed bin 
Sa man  have adopted in con-
fronting Iran  a ongtime regiona  
riva .

“What e have seen during 
the ast  hours is unprecedented 
... It sho s you Saudi Arabia has 
had enough of Iran and ants to 
send a message  said Abdu kha-
eq Abdu ah  a po itica  science 
professor at mirates Univer-
sity. “This is the Saudis saying: 
There is no imit to ho  far e 
i  go.’
The standoff began Saturday  

hen Saudi Arabia executed Shi-
ite c eric Sheikh Nimr a -Nimr 
and  others convicted of terror 
charges — the argest mass ex-
ecution carried out by the king-
dom since 1980.

A -Nimr  a centra  gure in 
the Arab Spring-inspired pro-
tests by Saudi Arabia’s Shiite 
minority  ong denied advocating 
vio ence. Ne s of his execution 
has sparked Shiite protests from 
Bahrain to Pakistan.

In Iran  protesters attacked the 
Saudi mbassy in Tehran and its 
consu ate in Mashhad. ate Sun-
day  Saudi oreign Minister Ade  
a - ubeir announced the kingdom 

ou d sever its re ations ith Iran 
over the assau ts  giving Iranian 
dip omatic personne  8 hours to 
eave his country.

On Monday  Saudi Arabia’s 
civi  aviation authority suspended 
a  ights to and from Iran  saying 
the move as based on the king-

dom’s cutting of dip omatic ties.
Iran expressed “regret  over 

the attacks on the dip omatic 
missions in a etter to the United 
Nations on Monday and vo ed 
to arrest those responsib e. In the 
etter  obtained by The Associat-
ed Press  Iran’s U.N. envoy Gho -
ama i hoshroo said more than 
0 protesters have been arrested 

and that authorities are searching 
for other suspects.

In response to a Saudi etter  
the U.N. Security Counci  ate 
Monday strong y condemned 
the attacks by Iranian protesters 
on Saudi dip omatic posts. The 
counci  statement  agreed to after 
hours of negotiations  made no 
mention of the Saudi executions 
or the rupture in Saudi-Iranian 
re ations.

Saudi Arabia and Iran have 
ong vied for in uence in the 

Midd e ast. Their riva ry deep-
ened fo o ing the topp ing of 
Saddam Hussein in Iraq and the 
chaos of the Arab Spring  hich 
gave rise to proxy ars in Syria 
and Yemen.

An ear y batt eground as 
Bahrain  here the Shiite ma or-
ity staged mass protests in 2011 
demanding po itica  reforms 
from the Sunni monarchy. Saudi 
Arabia and the mirates sent in 
troops to he p quash the revo t  
vie ing it as an Iranian bid to ex-

pand its in uence.
Bahraini of cia s since have 

accused Iran of training mi itants 
and attempting to smugg e arms 
into the country  hich hosts the 
U.S. Navy’s th eet. In Octo-
ber  Bahrain ordered the acting 
Iranian charge d’affaires to eave 

ithin 2 hours and reca ed its 
o n ambassador after a eging 
that Iran sponsored “subversion  
and “terrorism  and funne ed 
arms to mi itants.

Sudan  hich has been ook-
ing to Saudi Arabia for aid since 
the secession of oi -rich South 
Sudan in 2011  on Monday an-
nounced an “immediate sever-
ing of ties  over the dip omatic 
mission attacks. Sudan once as 
c oser to Iran  but in recent years 
has ti ted to ard Saudi Arabia  
and has contributed forces to the 
Saudi- ed coa ition batt ing Shiite 
rebe s in Yemen.

The UA  a country of seven 
emirates  has a ong trading histo-
ry ith Iran and is home to many 
ethnic Iranians. It said it ou d 
reduce the number of dip omats 
in Iran and reca  its ambassador 
“in the ight of Iran’s continuous 
interference in the interna  affairs 
of Gu f and Arab states  hich 
has reached unprecedented ev-
e s.

Saudi Arabia had previous y 
severed ties ith Iran from 1988 

to 1991 over rioting during the 
ha  in 198  and Iran’s attacks 
on shipping in the Persian Gu f. 
That dip omatic freeze sa  Iran 
ha t pi grims from attending the 
ha  in Saudi Arabia  something 
required of a  ab e Mus ims once 
in their ives.

Iranian a maker Mohammad 
A i sfanani  spokesman of the 
udicia  and ega  Committee  

said security issues and the fact 
that Iranian pi grims ou dn’t 
have consu ar protection inside 
the kingdom made ha ting the 
pi grimage for Iranians ike y  ac-
cording to the semi-of cia  ISNA 
ne s agency.

Wor d po ers have sought to 
ca m the tensions. On Monday  
Germany ca ed on both sides to 
mend ties  hi e ussian state 
ne s agency IA Novosti quot-
ed an unnamed senior dip omat 
as saying Mosco  is ready to act 
as a mediator.

The U.N. envoy for Syr-
ia  Staffan de Mistura  as en 
route to iyadh on Monday ith 
p ans to ater visit Tehran. Iran  a 
staunch supporter of embatt ed 
Syrian President Bashar Assad  
and Saudi Arabia  a key backer of 
the opposition  have participated 
in three rounds of internationa  
ta ks aimed at ending the con ict. 

e Mistura has set a an. 2  target 
date for a fourth round of ta ks.

A ies fo o  Saudis in cutting ties ith Iran 
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An Iranian woman holds up a poster showing Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr, a prominent opposition 
Saudi Shiite cleric who was executed last week by Saudi Arabia, in Tehran, Iran, Monday.

2 Clintons and plenty of 
Republicans in motion

BOON  Io a (AP) — The sprint to the 
Io a caucuses opened Monday ith near y 
a dozen presidentia  candidates in motion  a 
rather restrained Bi  C inton stepping up for 
his ife and a p edge by the on y bi ionaire 
in the race to start spending serious money.

rom Io a to Ne  Hampshire — on the 
air  on the bus and on the stump — candidates
vying to become America’s next president 
roared out of the ho idays in fu  force ith 
ess than a month to go before voting begins.

The coming eeks are especia y crucia  
for epub icans as voters ook to eed 
through the thicket of choices to determine 

ho i  represent and attempt to reunite a 
bickering party.  This  as contentious issues 
over terrorism  security  civi  iberties and 
gun o nership reverberate  giving candidates 
p enty to argue about.

emocrat Hi ary C inton and epub ican 
ona d Trump have been the consistent 

favorites in po s overa . But they have very 
different strengths.

C inton a so has an impressive 
organization behind her hi e Trump’s 
abi ity to pu  off a inning ground game is 
in question and his fruga  spending to date 
has stood in stark contrast to his vast persona  

ea th. He says he’s opening the money 
spigot no .

Levees among possible cause 

ST. OUIS (AP) — The Mississippi 
iver oods more often than it used to  and 

at higher eve s. ichard naup thinks he 
kno s hy.

The veteran emergency management 
director for southeast Missouri’s Cape 
Girardeau County is ghting oods again  
ust as he did ast year  and the year before 

that  and the year before that.
“Prior to evee bui ding  the river as a 

i d thing and it spread out bet een the river 
b uffs  naup said Monday. “No  e’ve 
tried to tame it. Mother Nature and O d Man 

iver i  ght back.
The rains that caused this inter’s ood  

b amed a ready for 2  deaths and damage to 
hundreds of homes and businesses  ended 
a eek ago  but the ater as sti  rising 
Monday in southern Missouri and I inois. 
The I inois iver  hich oins the Mississippi
above St. ouis  as expected to reach near-
record crests this eek bet een the I inois 
to ns of Havana and Va ey City  creating 
“a very dangerous situation  as evees 
there become saturated  said Steve Buan  a 
Nationa  Weather Service hydro ogist.

Severa  other states a ong the Mississippi 
iver ere sti  bracing for the crest  hich 
as o ing past Tiptonvi e  Tennessee  and 

expected to reach Memphis on Thursday at 
.  feet above ood stage.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

LEADERSHIP PENDLETON CLASS OF 2016:   

APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE!

If you, or someone you know would like to participate in the Chamber’s Leadership Pendleton Class 

of 2016, the application period is open!  Please complete the application located on the Chamber’s  

website, and return it to the Chamber oice.  Applications are due January 12, 2016.  

Leadership Pendleton 2016 will start in February.  Tuition for the class is $600. Please contact the  

Chamber if you have any questions.  There are 300+ graduates of the Leadership Pendleton program.

Adams-Hagen Estate 

Kristin Lovell, Owner 

380 South College St, Adams 

(541) 969-9463 • khagena@msn.com 

www.vrbo.com/725031 

Cli� Bracher 

81891 Hwy 37, Pendleton 

(541) 966-8659 • cli�@bracherfarms.com

C & H Glass Shop 

Doug Warner, Owner 

309 SE 7th St, Pendleton 

(541) 966-9881 • dougvw@eotnet.net

Karen Licurse 

71588 SW Lake Dr, Pendleton 

(541) 276-0923 • nklicurs@msn.com

Jenson & Spratling, LLP 

Patricia McBee-Jenson, Oice Administrator 

116 S Main St, Ste 4, Pendleton 

(541) 278-2840 • info@jensonspratlingcpa.com 

www.jensonspratlingcpa.com

LHT Farming Company 

75604 Crawford Hollow Rd, Adams 

541) 566-3840 • lht@bmi.net

Pendleton Plumbing, LLC 

J.T. Dooley 

1802 SW Emigrant Ave, Pendleton 

(541) 278-2800 

sales@pendletonplumbing.com 

www.pendletonplumbing.com Tickets Available!

$45 each

call (541) 276-7411 

to purchase

DON’T MISS!

Morning Buzz 

Cofee & Networking!  Free! 
U.S. Bank, January 6th @ 7:15am

 • Highest quality

 • Excellent product knowledge  • Friendly Service

 w w w . e l i t e g u n s a n d b o w s . c o m

 213 S.E. 2nd St., Pendleton, OR 97801
 P 541-276-1243 • F 541-276-1253

 Elite Guns & Bows , LLC

 We aim for the 
 lowest prices

 For all your 

 shooting needs & 

 Gun Smithing - Reloading

 Safeco Insurance • Allstate 

 Mutual of Enumclaw • Chubb • Travelers

 121 S. Main, Pendleton, OR

 541-276-1418 • 800-303-0419

 Office locations: Pendleton • Baker City • Milton-Freewater 
 • Medford • John Day • Hood River • Lake Oswego

 • Ketchum, ID • Scottsdale, AZ

 • Farm  • Business  • Home  • Health

 • Ranch  • Auto  • Life  • Crop

 Main Street Service

 Where One Call 

 Insures it all

 www.bisnett.com

 45926DS

 Tues - Fri 9am - 5:30pm
 Saturday & Evening by Appointment

 311 SW 6th • Pendleton
 541-278-8099

 2801 S T . A NTHONY  W AY , P ENDLETON , OR 97801

 Imagine Better Health...

 RAYMOND JAMES
 FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

 Member FINRA/SIPC
 Serving Eastern Oregon & Washington for over 23 years

 Our Professionals Offer:
 •  Retirement Cash Flow Planning • Consolidating Assets 

 • Investment Management • IRA’s ~ Roth IRA’s ~ 403b’s ~ 401K’s

 John Cimmiyotti ~ Branch Manager
 305 SW Dorion Ave. ~ Pendleton, OR 97801

 8797 W. Gage Blvd., Ste. C-103 ~ Kennewick, WA 99336

 541-276-9184 • 800-276-9184
 Web Site:  www.RaymondJames.com/JohnCimmiyotti

Contact Pendleton Grain 

Growers, Inc. for all your 

agricultural transportation, 

agricultural and residential 

energy and grain marketing 

needs today. 

PENDLETON GRAIN GROWERS, INC. pggcountry.com (800) 422-7611 

 249 S. Main, Pendleton • 541-276-6988
 Cari Broker

 1980  201
5 35

 years

 www.deansathletic.com

 Open 7 days a week • 541-278-4182
 210 SE 5th Street, Pendleton, OR 97801

 Visit the finest 
 Thai Restaurant in 

 the West.
 Located in the 
 shadow of the 

 County Court House

 thaicrystalrestaurant.com

 Happy New Year! Thank you for 

 your Patronage and Support!

  36 SW Court Ave, Pendleton • 541-276-3617

 We look forward to serving all your framing 
 needs in the coming year! Cherise and Dena

 Pendleton Book Co.

 HAPPY NEW YEAR!
 Start your year right by choosing from 

 our vast selection of “good reads!”
 125 S. Main, Pendleton, OR 97801

 (541) 276-9292 • penbkco@eotnet.net


