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U.S. sues VW
over cheating
software in
diesel cars

WASHINGTON (AP)
— The Justice Depart-
ment sued Volkswagen
on Monday over emis-
sions-cheating software
found in nearly 600,000
vehicles sold in the Unit-
ed States, potentially
exposing the company
to billions of dollars in
penalties for clean air vi-
olations.

The civil complaint
against the German auto-
maker, filed on behalf of
the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency in U.S.
District Court in Detroit,
alleges the company ille-
gally installed software
designed to make its
“clean diesel” engines
pass federal emissions
standards while under-
going laboratory test-
ing. The vehicles then
switched off those mea-
sures in real-world driv-
ing conditions, spewing
harmful gases at up to 40
times what is allowed un-
der federal environmen-
tal standards.

“Car  manufacturers
that fail to properly cer-
tify their cars and that
defeat emission control
systems breach the pub-
lic trust, endanger public
health and disadvantage
competitors,” John C.
Cruden, the assistant at-
torney general for the
Justice Department’s En-
vironment and Natural
Resources Division, said
in a statement.

“The United States
will pursue all appro-
priate remedies against
Volkswagen to redress
the violations of our na-
tion’s clean air laws al-
leged in the complaint,”
he said.

The company is in the
midst of negotiating a
massive mandatory recall
with U.S. regulators and
potentially faces more
than $18 billion in fines
for violations of the fed-
eral Clean Air Act.

Obama moves for background
checks on more gun sales

By JOSH LEDERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Barack Obama moved
Monday to expand back-
ground checks to cover more
firearms sold at gun shows,
online and anywhere else,
aiming to curb a scourge of
gun violence despite unyield-
ing opposition to new laws in
Congress.

Obama’s plan to broaden
background checks forms
the centerpiece of a broad-
er package of gun control
measures the president plans
to take on his own in his fi-
nal year in office. Although
Obama can’t unilaterally
change gun laws, the presi-
dent is hoping that beefing up
enforcement of existing laws
can prevent at least some gun
deaths in a country rife with
them.

“This is not going to solve
every violent crime in this
country,” Obama said. Still,
he added, “It will potentially
save lives and spare families
the pain of these extraordi-
nary losses.”

Under current law, only
federally licensed gun deal-
ers must conduct background
checks on buyers, but many
who sell guns at flea mar-
kets, on websites or in other
informal settings don’t reg-
ister as dealers. Gun control
advocates say that loophole
is exploited to skirt the back-
ground check requirement.

Now, the Justice Depart-
ment’s Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives will issue updated
guidance that says the gov-
ernment should deem anyone
“in the business” of selling
guns to be a dealer, regardless
of where he or she sells the
guns. To that end, the gov-
ernment will consider other
factors, including how many
guns a person sells and how
frequently, and whether those
guns are sold for a profit.

The executive actions on
gun control fall far short of
what Obama and likemind-
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Attorney General Loretta Lynch listens as President Barack Obama speaks in the
Oval Office of the White House in Washington, Monday during a meeting with law
enforcement officials to discuss executive actions the president can take to curb

gun violence.

Ralph Barrera/Austin American-Statesman via AP
Terry Holcomb, Executive Director of Texas Carry hap-
pily displays his customized holster as he walks to the
Capitol for a rally. Open Carry Texas and Texas Carry held
a rally on the south steps of the Texas State Capitol in
Austin to celebrate Texas becoming an open carry state.

ed lawmakers attempted to
accomplish with legislation
in 2013, after a massacre at
a Connecticut elementary
school that shook the na-
tion’s conscience. Even still,
the more modest measures

to buying guns.

“We’re very comfortable
that the president can legal-
ly take these actions,” said
Attorney General Loretta
Lynch.

Obama’s  announcement

were sure to spark legal chal-
lenges from those who op-
pose any new impediments

was hailed by Democratic
lawmakers and gun control
groups like the Brady Cam-

paign to Prevent Gun Vio-
lence, which claimed Obama
was making history with
“bold and meaningful action”
that would make all Ameri-
cans safer. Hillary Clinton, at a
rally in lowa, said she was “so
proud” of Obama but warned
that the next president could
easily undo his changes.

“l won’t wipe it away,”
Clinton said.

But Republicans were
quick to accuse Obama of
gross overreach. Sen Bob
Corker, R-Tenn., denounced
Obama’s steps as “divisive
and detrimental to real solu-
tions.”

“I will work with my col-
leagues to respond appropri-
ately to ensure the Consti-
tution is respected,” Corker
said.

Far from mandating
background checks for all
gun sales, the new guidance
still exempts collectors and
gun hobbyists, and the exact
definition of who must reg-
ister as a dealer and conduct
background checks remains
exceedingly vague.

The president’s actions
will make clear that any-
one who'’s in the business
of selling guns must obtain
a license, regardless of
whether they sell firearms
online or at gun shows,
and must conduct back-
ground checks on their
customers. Currently, only
federally licensed gun deal-
ers must conduct back-
ground checks on buyers.
The White House says
there’s no threshold
number of sales that

will trigger the licensure
requirement, and that even
a few transactions may be
enough to establish that a
person is engaged in the
business of selling guns.

* MORE FBI EXAMINERS:
The FBI will hire more than
an additional 230 exam-
iners and other staff to
help process background
checks. The National In-
stant Criminal Background
Check System in 2015
received more than 22.2
million background check
requests, or an average of
more than 63,000 per day.
The FBI is also working

to modernize NICS, which
dates to the 1990s, and
to improve the response
time for alerting local law
enforcement authorities
that someone who is dis-
qualified from buying a gun
attempted to do so.

e LOST AND STOLEN
WEAPONS: A rule issued
by the federal Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives will clarify
that a dealer shipping

a gun is responsible for
notifying law enforcement
once it determines it was
lost or stolen in transit.

¢ SMART GUN TECH: A
presidential memorandum
to the departments of
Defense, Homeland Se-
curity and Justice directs
the agencies to conduct
or sponsor research into
smart gun technology.
That technology is aimed
at reducing the risk of
accidental gun discharges
and improving the tracing
of lost or stolen firearms.
e MENTAL HEALTH: The
White House is proposing
a $500 million investment
to improve mental health
care.
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DUBAI, United Arab Emir-
ates — Allies of Saudi Arabia fol-
lowed the kingdom’s lead Mon-
day and scaled back diplomatic
ties to Iran after the ransacking
of Saudi diplomatic missions in
the Islamic Republic, violence
sparked by the Saudi execution
of a prominent Shiite cleric.

Sudan and the tiny island king-
dom of Bahrain said they would
sever ties with Iran, as Saudi
Arabia did late Sunday. Within
hours, the United Arab Emirates
announced it would downgrade
ties to Tehran to the level of the
charge d’affaires, while other na-
tions issued statements criticizing
Iran.

The concerted campaign by
Sunni-ruled Saudi Arabia high-
lights the aggressive stance King
Salman and his son, Deputy
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, have adopted in con-
fronting Iran, a longtime regional
rival.

“What we have seen during
the last 24 hours is unprecedented
... It shows you Saudi Arabia has
had enough of Iran and wants to
send a message,” said Abdulkha-
leq Abdullah, a political science
professor at Emirates Univer-
sity. “This is the Saudis saying:
‘There is no limit to how far we
will go.””

The standoff began Saturday,
when Saudi Arabia executed Shi-
ite cleric Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr
and 46 others convicted of terror
charges — the largest mass ex-
ecution carried out by the king-
dom since 1980.

Al-Nimr, a central figure in
the Arab Spring-inspired pro-
tests by Saudi Arabia’s Shiite
minority, long denied advocating
violence. News of his execution
has sparked Shiite protests from
Bahrain to Pakistan.

In Iran, protesters attacked the
Saudi Embassy in Tehran and its
consulate in Mashhad. Late Sun-
day, Saudi Foreign Minister Adel
al-Jubeir announced the kingdom
would sever its relations with Iran
over the assaults, giving Iranian
diplomatic personnel 48 hours to
leave his country.

On Monday, Saudi Arabia’s
civil aviation authority suspended
all flights to and from Iran, saying
the move was based on the king-
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An Iranian woman holds up a poster showing Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr, a prominent opposition
Saudi Shiite cleric who was executed last week by Saudi Arabia, in Tehran, Iran, Monday.

dom’s cutting of diplomatic ties.

Iran expressed “regret” over
the attacks on the diplomatic
missions in a letter to the United
Nations on Monday and vowed
to arrest those responsible. In the
letter, obtained by The Associat-
ed Press, Iran’s U.N. envoy Ghol-
amali Khoshroo said more than
40 protesters have been arrested
and that authorities are searching
for other suspects.

In response to a Saudi letter,
the UN. Security Council late
Monday strongly condemned
the attacks by Iranian protesters
on Saudi diplomatic posts. The
council statement, agreed to after
hours of negotiations, made no
mention of the Saudi executions
or the rupture in Saudi-Iranian
relations.

Saudi Arabia and Iran have
long vied for influence in the
Middle East. Their rivalry deep-
ened following the toppling of
Saddam Hussein in Iraq and the
chaos of the Arab Spring, which
gave rise to proxy wars in Syria
and Yemen.

An early battleground was
Bahrain, where the Shiite major-
ity staged mass protests in 2011
demanding political reforms
from the Sunni monarchy. Saudi
Arabia and the Emirates sent in
troops to help quash the revolt,
viewing it as an Iranian bid to ex-

pand its influence.

Bahraini officials since have
accused Iran of training militants
and attempting to smuggle arms
into the country, which hosts the
U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet. In Octo-
ber, Bahrain ordered the acting
Iranian charge d’affaires to leave
within 72 hours and recalled its
own ambassador after alleging
that Iran sponsored “subversion”
and “terrorism” and funneled
arms to militants.

Sudan, which has been look-
ing to Saudi Arabia for aid since
the secession of oil-rich South
Sudan in 2011, on Monday an-
nounced an “immediate sever-
ing of ties” over the diplomatic
mission attacks. Sudan once was
closer to Iran, but in recent years
has tilted toward Saudi Arabia,
and has contributed forces to the
Saudi-led coalition battling Shiite
rebels in Yemen.

The UAE, a country of seven
emirates, has a long trading histo-
ry with Iran and is home to many
ethnic Iranians. It said it would
reduce the number of diplomats
in Iran and recall its ambassador
“in the light of Iran’s continuous
interference in the internal affairs
of Gulf and Arab states, which
has reached unprecedented lev-
els.”

Saudi Arabia had previously
severed ties with Iran from 1988

to 1991 over rioting during the
hajj in 1987 and Iran’s attacks
on shipping in the Persian Gulf.
That diplomatic freeze saw Iran
halt pilgrims from attending the
hajj in Saudi Arabia, something
required of all able Muslims once
in their lives.

Iranian lawmaker Mohammad
Ali Esfanani, spokesman of the
Judicial and Legal Committee,
said security issues and the fact
that Iranian pilgrims wouldn’t
have consular protection inside
the kingdom made halting the
pilgrimage for Iranians likely, ac-
cording to the semi-official ISNA
news agency.

World powers have sought to
calm the tensions. On Monday,
Germany called on both sides to
mend ties, while Russian state
news agency RIA Novosti quot-
ed an unnamed senior diplomat
as saying Moscow is ready to act
as a mediator.

The UN. envoy for Syr-
ia, Staffan de Mistura, was en
route to Riyadh on Monday with
plans to later visit Tehran. Iran, a
staunch supporter of embattled
Syrian President Bashar Assad,
and Saudi Arabia, a key backer of
the opposition, have participated
in three rounds of international
talks aimed at ending the conflict.
De Mistura has set a Jan. 25 target
date for a fourth round of talks.

BOONE, Iowa (AP) — The sprint to the
Iowa caucuses opened Monday with nearly
a dozen presidential candidates in motion, a
rather restrained Bill Clinton stepping up for
his wife and a pledge by the only billionaire
in the race to start spending serious money.

From Iowa to New Hampshire — on the
air, on the bus and on the stump — candidates
vying to become America’s next president
roared out of the holidays in full force with
less than a month to go before voting begins.

The coming weeks are especially crucial
for Republicans as voters look to weed
through the thicket of choices to determine
who will represent and attempt to reunite a
bickering party. This, as contentious issues
over terrorism, security, civil liberties and
gun ownership reverberate, giving candidates
plenty to argue about.

Democrat Hillary Clinton and Republican
Donald Trump have been the consistent
favorites in polls overall. But they have very
different strengths.

Clinton also has an impressive
organization behind her while Trump’s
ability to pull off a winning ground game is
in question and his frugal spending to date
has stood in stark contrast to his vast personal
wealth. He says he’s opening the money
spigot now.

Levees among possible cause
of more frequent flooding

ST. LOUIS (AP) — The Mississippi
River floods more often than it used to, and
at higher levels. Richard Knaup thinks he
knows why.

The veteran emergency management
director for southeast Missouri’s Cape
Girardeau County is fighting floods again,
just as he did last year, and the year before
that, and the year before that.

“Prior to levee building, the river was a
wild thing and it spread out between the river
bluffs,” Knaup said Monday. “Now we’ve
tried to tame it. Mother Nature and Old Man
River will fight back.”

The rains that caused this winter’s flood,
blamed already for 25 deaths and damage to
hundreds of homes and businesses, ended
a week ago, but the water was still rising
Monday in southern Missouri and Illinois.
The Illinois River, which joins the Mississippi
above St. Louis, was expected to reach near-
record crests this week between the Illinois
towns of Havana and Valley City, creating
“a very dangerous situation” as levees
there become saturated, said Steve Buan, a
National Weather Service hydrologist.

Several other states along the Mississippi
River were still bracing for the crest, which
was flowing past Tiptonville, Tennessee, and
expected to reach Memphis on Thursday at
6.5 feet above flood stage.
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Morning Buzz

Coffee & Networking! Free!
U.S. Bank, January 6th @ 7:15am
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\f CHI St. Anthony
Hospital

00000@ 0@ ¢

zmzper January l4th

If you, or someone you know would like to participate in the Chamber’s Leadership Pendleton Class
of 2016, the application period is open! Please complete the application located on the Chamber’s
website, and return it to the Chamber office. Applications are due January 12, 2016.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Start your year right by choosing from
our vast selection of “good reads!”

125 S. Main, Pendleton, OR 97801
(541) 276-9292 ¢ penbkco@eotnet.net

HOUSE
AN ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY

Leadership Pendleton 2016 will start in February. Tuition for the class is $600. Please contact the
Chamber if you have any questions. There are 300+ graduates of the Leadership Pendleton program.
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