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Power goes to the
political spenders

Voters need to keep eye on elected officials

Details continue to emerge
about the 2,242-page grab-bag of a
budget passed by Congress in the
waning hours of its ignominious
2015 session. Secretive political
contributors turn out to have been a
key beneficiary of lawmakers’ fast
and furious deal-
making.

When citizens
learn a budget has
been passed, we
mostly imagine
a straightforward
document detailing
how many dollars

Nothing much
will change
until voters

realize political

spending

victories in the budget deal, but
notes they either agreed to defending
dark money or didn’t care enough to
fight it.

“It’s not entirely clear what went
on behind the scenes here. But it
is clear that though dark money
spending has
overwhelmingly
benefited
Republicans in
recent years,
Democrats are
learning fast,”
Prokop observes.
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of other goodies and
baddies, many with
only a tangential
relationship with
spending.

Thanks to a couple of these
sneaky maneuvers, the IRS and
the Securities and Exchange
Commission will be blocked from
making new rules to force more
public disclosure of the anonymous
campaign contributions that are
warping the American democratic
process. The ability of “dark money”
groups and corporations to influence
politicians will remain unchallenged
at least through the 2016 election.

University of California, Irvine,
law Prof. Rick Hasen, writing at
electionlawblog.org, notes “these
provisions will ensure that the
American public has much less
information than it needs to make
informed and responsible choices
about who is funding the groups that
are spending hundreds of millions
of dollars to influence our federal
elections.”

In the online news source Vox,
reporter Andrew Prokop concedes
that Democrats won some important

power.

not been the
leaders on the
issue of campaign
finance reform that
Democratic leaders would like the
base to think it is. And that failure
of leadership starts at the top, with
President Obama. As I argue in
‘Plutocrats United,” he is the worst
President we’ve had on campaign
finance since Nixon.”

Equating Obama with Nixon will
strike some as hyperbole. But it
certainly is true that the governing
class in both political parties sees
much to be gained by maintaining
the status quo, it which virtually
unlimited sums of money skew the
outcome of elections and political
decisions.

Nothing much will change about
any of this until voters realize
political spending determines who
wins and loses in our economy,
courts and corridors of power. Pay
attention and take every opportunity
to tell elected leaders that you
are watching and will vote based
on what they do to make sure
all citizens get an even break in
elections.
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Senator
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900 Court St. NE, H-482
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1457
Rep.GregSmith@state.or.us

LETTERS POLICY

The East Oregonian welcomes original letters of 400 words or less on public
issues and public policies for publication in the newspaper and on our website.
The newspaper reserves the right to withhold letters that address concerns
about individual services and products or letters that infringe on the rights of
private citizens. Submitted letters must be signed by the author and include
the city of residence and a daytime phone number.The phone number will not
be published. Unsigned letters will not be published. Send letters to Managing
Editor Daniel Wattenburger, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801 or email

editor@eastoregonian.com.
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The Trump days of Christmas

appy holidays! I say this with
some trepidation, because

Donald Trump has vowed that
when he is president, “We’re all going
to be saying ‘Merry Christmas’ again.”
That was a while ago, during his war
on the Starbucks coffee cup design.

So very much water has run under the

“thousandaire” — and his response
was to send me a copy of the column
with a couple of insults written over
my picture and a note in which he
misspelled the word “too.” So really,
he’s not all that threatening. As long
as he remains a private citizen, the
worst he can do is to throw up an ugly

Trumpian bridge since then. G AL apartment building or hotel in your
But I'm still trying to figure out CorLins | neighborhood.
exactly how a universal “Merry Comment But the president thing is no longer

Christmas” mission would be

a joke. You may have noticed that the

accomplished. Would there be
a “holiday” gag order?
Seasonal salutation checks at
the border?

This is supposed to be a
down period for presidential
campaigning, since most of
the population is focused on
celebrating you-know-what
with friends and families. But
Trump has given us such a
not-normal year that people
will be drinking eggnog by
the fire and discussing the proper use of the
word “schlonged.”

The happiest holiday parties should be with
Team Clinton, which clearly believes that
going to war with Trump is good for her cause
and that having Trump as the Republican
nominee would be even better.

Their current fight began when Hillary,
in the last Democratic debate, said ISIS was
“going to people showing videos of Donald
Trump insulting Islam and Muslims in order
to recruit more radical jihadists.” There is
actually no specific evidence this is happening,
although it certainly seems probable.

For the sake of perfect accuracy, Clinton
should have said that ISIS “is bound to
start going.” We would dwell on imperfect
verb choice longer if PolitiFact hadn’t just
announced that out of 77 Trump statements
it looked into, 76 percent were rated Mostly
False, False or Pants on Fire.

The Trump campaign is a new
phenomenon. He mainly flies around on his
planes, speaks at big rallies and calls into
radio and TV news talk shows. Trump brags
about his lack of interest in fundraising, but
he doesn’t seem to be spending much of his
own money, either. This is a guy whose great
keys to fortune were inheriting real estate
and putting his name on things that other
people often paid for. Maybe he figures he can
become president just by branding it.

After the Hillary diatribes, Trump told
a howling audience this week that he hates
journalists, and he appeared to be mulling the
idea of killing some of them. To be fair, he did
conclude by announcing he wouldn’t do that.

For which I presume we’re supposed to be
grateful.

Once, long ago, | was the subject of
Trumpian ire — I had referred to him as a

The Donald
Trump
president thing
is no longer a
joke.

competition is starting to fall away.
This week Sen. Lindsey
Graham threw in the towel,
or, in polite political-speak,
“suspended his candidacy.”
Carly Fiorina, Rand Paul and
John Kasich seem likely to
be consigned to the loser’s
section when the Republicans
have their next debate.

That brings us down to six
people, one of which is Ben
Carson, who’s fading fast.
Also Jeb Bush, who was last seen wandering
around New Hampshire, reminding people
how many times he’s been there. At this point
in the political cycle, if you’re a desperate
candidate you go somewhere cold and try to
get the population to fall in love with you just
because they’ve had so many opportunities to
shake your trembling, frostbitten hand.

Ted Cruz is doing something along that
line in Iowa, where he’s ahead. But he’s
also moved into a clear second place in the
polls, terrifying the party establishment and
many Republican billionaire donors, who
regard Cruz as an obnoxious self-promoting
egomaniac. There is nothing the oligarch class
hates more than egomaniacs.

The big donors appear to be particularly
fond of Sen. Marco Rubio, the attractive,
44-year-old Floridian who has done very
well in the debates. The other candidates find
Rubio’s popularity irritating, particularly since
he hasn’t been campaigning all that hard.

Or doing anything else, it appears. Trump
called Rubio a sweaty underachiever “with
no money, zero.” This is, if nothing else,

a campaign where the insults are meeting
a new norm. Thanks almost entirely to the
front-runner.

On the seventh day of Christmas, he gave
to you and me ...

Seven Mexican rapists

Six terrorist refugees

Thousands of Muslims partying on 9/11!

Four “loser” opponents

Hillary-bathroom sniping

Two birther rants

And a bromance with Vladimir Putin.
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Gail Collins joined The New York Times in
1995.
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If Americans give up guns,
they will be defenseless

Recently I submitted a letter to the editor
of the East Oregonian on the subject of our
Second Amendment right to bear arms. Only
about a quarter of my letter was published.

The main point that I wanted to make
is that throughout history a lot of people in
different countries surrendered their guns
to the governments in charge. In many
cases, because these people couldn’t defend
themselves, many were shot or gassed or some
other type of mass killing. If they weren’t
killed, many were enslaved, tortured, raped,
starved ... the list goes on and on.

I believe, and so do a lot of others, that this
same type of killing could happen right here in
this country. This is why the next election is so
important.

If you want more government control on
our guns and liberties, then vote liberal. But if
you still believe in freedom, and believe that
our founding fathers wanted something better
for the citizens of this nation, then please
vote conservative. Make sure your candidate
believes in the Constitution and is not trying to
fundamentally change this nation.

Mitch Kelty
Weston

Climate change heroes do

exist, are doing good work

This letter is in response to the Dec. 1
editorial “We need climate change hero.”

I appreciate any effort to educate a
community on the impacts they can anticipate

from climate change. This editorial tried

to explain how coverage of the most
complex and threatening problem facing our
civilization is relegated to a small section on
page 5.

The position taken by the author is lack
of confidence in the ability of the world
community to show necessary discipline
required to save ourselves so why bother
with front page coverage. Newspapers must
focus on “what happened today” and provide
articles of interest that have more immediate
impacts to readers safety, pocketbooks, or
their Main Street. Then the article goes on to
summon intervention of a “superhero.”

I feel this outlook from a newspaper —
supposedly providing relevant and valuable
information to the community it serves — is
irresponsible and frightening. This indicates
either a lack of knowledge on the issue or a
direct attempt to marginalize the importance
of the issue.

If you look around there are currently
untold numbers of grassroots “heroes”
working on climate change without the benefit
of an established readership. Please reach
out to these people and give them some front
page coverage as reparation for the damage
you have done to local efforts. Guaranteed,
with little effort, you can find stories regarding
climate change worthy of front-page coverage.

It is your responsibility to develop the
threads of articles, which will lead your
readers to the information, and knowledge
they will need to fulfill a civic duty and
become a part of the solution.

Charles LeBold
Union



