
DENVER (AP) — Kobe 
Bryant tied a season high 
with 31 points after missing 
a game with a sore right 
shoulder, and the Los 

Angeles Lakers 
rallied from 
a 21-point, 
 rst-half de  it 

to beat the 
short-handed 
Denver 
Nuggets 
111-107 on 
Tuesday night.

Bryant also 
had  ve assists and played 
stellar defense to help bottle 
up the hot-shooting Will 
Barton, who had 23 points 
in the  rst half only to  nish 
with 25. 

The 37-year-old Bryant 
announ ed last month he 
would retire after the season. 

e re eived plenty of heers 
during his penultimate 
game in the Mile High 

ity, in luding hants of 
“Kobe, Kobe” in the waning 
se onds.

Up 103-100 with 1:23 
remaining, Bryant hit two 
free throws and then a 
jumper to seal the Lakers’ 
 fth win of the season. 

Bryant scores 
season-high 31 in 
win over Nuggets
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NEW YORK (AP) — 
The Carolina Panthers lead 
the NFL with 10 players 
sele ted for 
the Pro Bowl.

The 
Panthers are 
two wins 
away from 
a perfe t regular season. 

uarterba k Cam Newton 
was pi ked Tuesday for 
the third time. Five of his 
teammates were  rst-time 
sele tions, in luding 
ornerba k osh Norman and 

lineba ker Thomas Davis.
Seattle, Arizona and 

New England ea h had 
seven players sele ted, and 
Cin innati had  ve players 
pi ked.

Raiders safety Charles 
Woodson, who announ ed 
on Monday that he will 
retire after the season, was 
sele ted for the ninth time.

The draft will be on an. 
27 and the Pro Bowl on an. 
31 in Honolulu, Hawaii.

Panthers have 10 
players selected for 
Pro Bowl

Sports shorts

1996 — Barry Sanders of 
the Detroit Lions rushes for 
175 yards in a 24-14 loss to 
San Fran is o to  nish with 
1,553 yards for the season. It’s 
Sanders’ third straight season 
with at least 1,500 yards 
rushing, a  rst in the NFL.

2007 — The New England 
Patriots set an NFL re ord 
with their 15th win, the best 
start in league history, with a 
2 -7 vi tory over the Miami 
Dolphins 28-7.
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FACES

“I’m going to 
end up hearing 
(about) it, so to 
avoid the set of 

circumstances let’s 
just eliminate it...
it’s the ‘No Fun 
League’ for a 

reason.’“
— Ron Rivera

Carolina Panthers head 
coach explaining to the 
media on Tuesday that 

he will end the 
Panthers’ pre-game 

ritual of carrying a base-
ball bat on to the i eld 

during pre-game intro-
ductions as a symbol to 

‘the wood.’ The ritual 
made headlines after Gi-
ants WR Odell Beckham 

said he felt threatened 
by a Panthers player 

carrying around the bat 
before the game.  
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Prep Roundup

Hermiston runs ome 
up short in se ond half

East Oregonian

HERMISTON — The Hermiston
Bulldogs hung with the St. Helen’s Lions
through one quarter of non-league play
on Monday before falling into a hole they
would never dig out of.

The Lions went on to win 70-57, and 
Hermiston oa h Dave Ego said his players
need to work on the game between their ears
to remain ompetitive going forward.

“I think for Hermiston basketball to
improve we need to work on our attitude 
and behavior,” he said. “It’ll pay off in the
long run.”

He said turnovers also hampered the
Bulldogs (3-4), whi h fell behind by 20 
points three times before hipping their way
ba k into ontention.

Hermiston had the lead down to si  twi e
in the se ond half but that was as lose as 
they would ome.

Hermiston’s Austin Naillon led all
s orers with 1  points, but St. Helen’s 
had four players rea h double digits with 
Quinton Galvin leading the way with 17.

The Bulldogs’ ne t a tion will ome at 
the Barlow Trail Classi  on Monday against
host Barlow at 7 p.m.

———
SHS (3-2) 18 20 22 10 — 70
HHS (3-4) 19 8 12 18 — 57
ST. HELENS — Q. Galvin 17, B. Martin 14, D. Dow 13, R. Ward 

12, B. Mulcahy 5, J. Falk 3, D. McCall 2, N. Shaffer 2, D. Brady 2, 
N. White, M. Medina.

HERMISTON — A. Naillon 19, D. Neal 8, B. Palmer 8, T. Neal 8, 
C. Flores 6, A. James 6, J. Garcia 2, P. Peterson, H. Walls.

3-pointers — SHS 4, HHS 1. Free throws — SHS 13-21, HHS 
17-27. Fouls — SHS 26, HHS 21. Fouled out — Falk (SHS); T. Neal 
(HHS). Technical fouls — Bench (SHS), D. Neal (HHS). 

IRRIGON 33, MAC-HI 22 — At 
Milton-Freewater, the Irrigon Knights were 
able to  ght off a tough Ma -Hi defense to
earn their seventh vi tory of the season on 
Tuesday.

Irrigon (7-1) ame into the game aver-
aging just shy of 60 points-per-game on the 
season, but Ma -Hi oa h ordan Poyner said
his team had a gameplan to slow them down.

“We wanted to work the ball around and
work the lo k and try to keep Irrigon from
running,” he said. “We e e uted the game 
plan pretty well and had a pretty well-played
game.”

Fredy Vera led Irrigon with 10 points,
and Hunter Yensen led the Pioneers with 13
points.

Irrigon next plays on Tuesday at 7:30 
p.m. when they host Burns for the Irrigon

Lions hold off Bulldogs

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

A pair of Lions apply pressure to Hermiston’s Andrew James during Tuesday’s game against 
St. Helens.

College Football

Stanford RB edges 
Heisman winner for honor

By RALPH D. RUSSO
Associated Press

Stanford running ba k Christian 
M Caffrey is The Asso iated Press 
ollege football player of the year, 

be oming the  rst non-Heisman 
Trophy winner to earn the honor in 
six years.

M Caffrey was the runner-up 
for the Heisman Trophy to Derri k 
Henry, but re eived 2  of 60 votes 
from the AP Top 25 media panel to 
edge the Alabama running ba k.

Henry re eived 16 votes and 
Clemson quarterba k Deshaun 
Watson was third with 11. Navy 
quarterba k Keenan Reynolds 
and Oklahoma quarterba k Baker 
May  eld ea h re eived two votes.

The last time the AP player of the 
year was not the Heisman winner 
was 200 . That season Nebraska 
defensive ta kle Ndamukong Suh 
was the AP voter’s hoi e while 
the Heisman went to Alabama 

running ba k Mark Ingram. It is the 
 fth time overall that the Heisman 

winner and AP player of the year 
went to different players.

M Caffrey is the  rst Stanford 
player to win the award sin e it was 
 rst handed out in 1 8 and  rst 

running ba k to win it sin e one of 
his football heroes, Southern Cali-
fornia’s Reggie Bush, did it in 2005.

“This award is a testament to all the 
efforts and support of my teammates, 
oa hes, staff and the entire Stanford 

football program,” M Caffrey said in 

a statement to the AP on Tuesday.
The 200-pound sophomore was

a revelation this season and, like
Bush, displayed an ability to domi-
nate games in various ways.

He ran for 1,847 yards (se ond-
most in the nation behind Henry) and
eight tou hdowns, aught a team-
best 41 passes for 540 yards and four 
s ores and averaged 28.  yards per 
ki koff return with another s ore. He
also threw two tou hdown passes.

“What is Christian M Caffrey  
The answer is football player,”
Stanford oa h David Shaw said in
a re ent interview. “It’s not running
ba k. It’s not re eiver. It’s not 
returner. It’s football player. What
do you need for him to do ”

Add it all up and M Caffrey set 
the NCAA re ord for all-purpose 
yards with 3,4 6 this season, 
breaking the mark of 3,250 set by
Oklahoma State’s Barry Sanders in
1 88. M Caffrey played two more 
games than Sanders though he had
fewer total tou hes when he passed
the re ord.

“You an say he had the best year
in the history of ollege football,” 
Shaw said. 

McCaffrey wins AP player of the year

AP Photo/Timothy J. Gonzalez, File

In this Sept. 25, 2015, � le photo, Stanford’s Christian McCaffrey, 
right, gets past an Oregon State defender during the � rst half of an 
NCAA college football game in Corvallis, Ore. 

By BERNIE WILSON
Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — While many 
Boise State fans wished their team 
would have been good enough 
to return to the Fiesta Bowl, the 
Poinsettia Bowl isn’t that bad of a 
destination for the Bron os.

Boise State (8-4) lists 44 players 
from California on its roster for 
Wednesday afternoon’s game 
against Northern Illinois (8-5).

Most of them are from Southern 
California.

Coa h Bryan Harsin hopes to 
attra t even more.

“Obviously that’s a large portion 
of our team,” Harsin said. “Califor-
nia’s a big area for us in re ruiting.”

Among the Bron os from 
Southern California are running 
ba k eremy M Ni hols of Long 
Bea h and safety Darian Thompson 
of Lan aster. Star wide re eiver 
Thomas Sperbe k is from Carmi-
hael in Northern California.

“You know, Boise is a pla e if 
you haven’t been there, I think the 
 rst thing, we joke about this, I 

think it’s a blue  eld with a bun h 
of potato farms around it, OK ” 
Harsin said. “So when we get ‘em 
on ampus, when we get ‘em to 
Boise, Idaho, I think they see that 

environment, not just the football
fa ilities and the s hool itself but 
Boise, Idaho, and the people.

“There are quite a few people
from California that have moved
into Boise, Idaho, as well, so I just
think they feel like this is a pla e 
they an ome there and thrive. It 
just makes sense. So to be here, to
be in this game, it’s huge for us,
and it’s something that we also
look at not just who we are playing
and what we’re doing in the bowl
game but where we’re going, and
this is big.”

Californians rowd BSU’s roster in Poinsettia Bowl
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� Today, 1:30 p.m.
� at Qualcomm Stadium, San Diego
� TV: ESPN


