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AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, file
In this 2011 file photo, inmates walk past correctional officers at the Washington
Corrections Center in Shelton, Wash. Gov. Jay Inslee said Tuesday that more than
3,000 prisoners in Washington have been mistakenly released early since 2002
because of an error by the state’s Department of Corrections.

More than 3,000 Washington
prisoners mistakenly freed early

By RACHEL LA CORTE
Associated Press

OLYMPIA — More than
3,000 prisoners in Wash-
ington have been mistakenly
released early since 2002
because of an error by the
state’s Department of Correc-
tions that resulted in wrongly
calculated sentences for about
3 percent of the prison popu-
lation.

At a news conference
announcing the error Tuesday,
Gov. Jay Inslee said he has

ordered immediate steps
to correct the longstanding
computer glitch.

“Frankly, it is maddening,”
Inslee said.

Authorities say a July
2002 state Supreme Court
ruling required the Correc-
tions Department to apply
good-behavior credits earned
in county jail to state prison
sentences. However, the
programming  fix ended
up giving prisoners with
sentencing enhancements too
much so-called good time
credit.

Sentencing enhancements
include  additional  time
given for certain crimes,
like those using firearms
or those committed near
schools. Under state law,
prisoners who get extra time
for sentencing enhancements
cannot have that time reduced
for good behavior.

An analysis showed as
many as 3,200 offenders were
released early, and another
3,100 who are still incarcer-
ated had inaccurate release
dates.

Inslee’s general counsel,
Nicholas Brown, said most

of the errors were 100 days or
less. In some cases, inmates
were released just a few days
early, but at least one person
who is still incarcerated had
a release date that was off by
about 600 days.

Based on a prior Supreme
Court ruling, most of the
affected offenders won’t have
to go back to prison. But offi-
cials have identified at least
seven prisoners who were
freed but haven’t reached their
corrected release date yet,
and they will need to return
to prison. Five of them have
already been re-incarcerated.

The  Department  of
Corrections was first alerted
to the error in December
2012, when a victim’s family
learned of a prisoner’s
imminent release. The family
did its own calculations and
found he was being credited
with too much time.

A timeline provided by the
governor’s office shows the
agency consulted with attor-
neys regarding the error the
same month and scheduled a
fix for the program. However,
the coding fix was repeatedly
delayed, and the governor
says he didn’t learn of the
issue until last week, when
corrections’ officials notified
his staff.

“For reasons we still don’t
yet fully understand, that fix
never happened,” Brown
said. Corrections Department
Secretary Dan  Pacholke,
who took over as head of the
agency in October and just
learned of the error last week,
also said he couldn’t yet
explain what happened.

“How that did not rise up
in the agency to the highest

levels is not clear to me,” he
said.

Brown said officials don’t
yet have a complete list
of prisoners affected. The
Corrections Department and
governor’s office have not
released the names of those
inmates who have been sent
back to prison, or the name
of the family who alerted the
agency to the problem.

When asked if any of the
prisoners who were released
early committed additional
crimes, Brown said, “We
don’t have the answer to that.”

Inslee told corrections
officials to stop releasing pris-
oners affected by the glitch
until a hand calculation is
done to ensure the offender is
being released on the correct
date. A broad fix to the soft-
ware problem is expected to
be in place by early January.

The governor said two
retired federal prosecutors
will conduct an independent
investigation to figure out
why it has taken so long to
correct the problem.

“I have a lot of questions
about how and why this
happened, and I understand
that members of the public
will have those same ques-
tions,” Inslee said.

Pacholke said he
welcomed the external inves-
tigation.

“The agency should be
held accountable for this
breach,” he said.

Republican  state  Sen.
Mike Padden said the Law
and Justice Committee he
chairs will convene hearings
on the early releases when
the Legislature returns to the
Capitol in early January.

Audit cites evidence testing backlog at OSP labs

By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

SALEM — A backlog
of  untested  forensic
evidence at Oregon State
Police laboratories has
ballooned by 90 percent
since 2005, fueled by
increased demand, inef-
ficient practices and staff
shortages and vacancies,
according to a Secretary of
State’s audit.

On average, the agen-
cy’s Forensics Division
takes about twice as long
to test forensic evidence
than national standards, the
audit showed.

“The quality and reli-
ability of forensic testing is
extremely important to the
criminal justice system,”
the auditors wrote. “If
the best evidence is not
submitted in court, the
guilty may go unpunished
or an innocent person may

increase efficiency with
technology  investments
and process changes. They
recommended  additional
strategies to enhance the
flow of casework and
to eliminate duplication
of work. For instance,
they recommended more
strategic planning such as
using data to manage work-
loads and project needs for
additional resources.

OSP laboratories take
an average of 65 days to
test evidence, according
to the audit. The National
Institute of Justice stan-
dards call for evidence to
be tested within 30 days.
But auditors also noted
that backlogs also are a
problem in other parts of
the nation.

Oregon’s backlog now
stands about 3,700 cases.
In 2014, OSP received
29,500 requests for testing.
The demand for testing has

The audit was “substan-
tially complete before
allegations were publicly
reported” that a forensic
analyst in the division had
tampered with evidence,
auditors wrote. They said
employees had disclosed
no criminal  behavior
during the audit.

A criminal investigation
into the allegations 1is
underway. Nika Larsen, a
forensic analyst in OSP’s
Bend office, has been
identified as a suspect in
the case.

Gov. Kate Brown also
has appointed a work group
to review the division’s
practices and procedures
for evidence control.

The division has 127
employees, five laborato-
ries in Bend, Central Point,
Clackamas, Pendleton and
Springfield and a biennial
budget of $35.8 million.

lose their liberty.” surged by 31 percent since The Capital Bureau is a
Auditors said the 2005 with only “marginal” collaboration between EO
Forensics Division has staff increases, the audit Media Group and Pamplin
already taken steps to stated. Media Group.
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“Daughters of Hanford”
Speaker: Anna King

Tuesday, January 12*,2016 at 7:00 p.m.
BMCC, Rm ST-200, 2411 NW Carden Ave., Pendleton

For more information please call Karen at 541-966-3177. Need not be member to attend.
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EDUCATION SERVICE DISTRICT

FORUM
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Please detach and send with payment

Name Phone #
Address City
E-mail address

| Please make checks payable to BMCC.

$6.00 at the door, students free

Lecture reminders will be sent via E-mail, as will weather cancellation notices, if necessary.
Thank you for mailing your membership forms to:

InterMountain ESD (IMESD) 2001 SW Nye Ave. Pendleton, OR ¢ Attn: Karen Parker



