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Members of the Pendleton Faith Center, along with
help from other area churches, present the 2014 Pend-
leton Living Nativity. This year’s event is Sunday at Roy
Raley Park in Pendleton.

Living Nativity presents
Biblical story of Christmas

Izzy the Camel to
appear at event

By TAMMY MALGESINI
East Oregonian

A production involving
about 150 people shares the
story of Jesus’ birth as a free
gift to the community

For more than two dozen
years, Pendleton Faith Center
Church has coordinated the
Living Nativity at Roy Raley
Park.

The free event is Sunday
with a walk-through from 6-7
p.m. at 1205 S.W. Court Ave.,
Pendleton. From 7-9 p.m.
visitors may choose to walk
or drive through the exhibit.

“This is a gift to the
community that depicts the
meaning of Christmas,” said
Gary James, coordinator of
the event.

James and Rev. Ray
O’Grady said the effort
includes  several  other

churches as well as local
businesses.

“There’s a unity of people
and organizations that bring
this together to shine the light
on the season,” O’Grady said.

The presentation features
13 scenes with props, animals

and about 100 actors, who
take turns in shifts. In addi-
tion, there are reader boards
with scriptures from the Bible
to describe the scene being
portrayed. Auxiliary lighting
illuminates each scene and
Christmas music is amplified
in the park.

James is excited to have
Izzy the Camel for this year’s
production. Izzy, a drome-
dary camel who resides in
Waitsburg is highly sought
after during the holiday
season. In addition, this past
fall, the camel appeared
in episode 5 of the second
season of Syfy’s series “Z
Nation,” according to the
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin.

It warms O’Grady’s heart
when he sees parents reading
the information to their chil-
dren, which presents a story
of joy and hope. He said it
helps spread the real meaning
of Christmas — from the
manger to the Nativity — to
the community.

“It’s a message of love and
light in a very cold season,”
O’Grady said. “And it’s very
needed for many folks.”

For more information,
visit ~ www.facebook.com/
pendletonlivingnativity — or
call 541-276-9569.

BRIEFLY

Nazarene church serves communion

HERMISTON — The Hermiston Church of the Nazarene
will host a Christmas Eve candlelight and communion service.
The public is invited to bring their family to the celebration
Thursday from 6-7 p.m. at 1520 W. Orchard Ave., Hermiston.
For more information, call 541-567-3677.

M-F church hosts Christmas Eve worship

MILTON-FREEWATER — A Christmas Eve service,
which features worship, music and fellowship is being held in

Milton-Freewater.

The public is invited to attend Thursday at 6 p.m. at the First
Christian Church, 518 S. Main St., Milton-Freewater.
For more information, call 541-938-3854 .

Christian Center sets candlelight service

HERMISTON — A special service featuring holiday
music and the reading of the Christmas story is planned at the

Hermiston Christian Center.

The church invites people to bring their families and enjoy
the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Thursday from 6-7 p.m.
at 1825 W. Highland Ave., Hermiston.

For more information, call 541-567-3480.

Friday's faith page features local, national and
international faith-related news. Send information
about local faith-related news and events, including
concerts, special speakers and activities to community(@,
eastoregonian.com or drop off to the attention of Tammy
Malgesini at 333 E. Main St., Hermiston or Renee Struthers
at 211 S.E. Byers Ave., Pendleton. Call 541-564-4539 or

541-966-0818 with questions.
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Pope enters 80th year amld criticism

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope
Francis entered his 80th year on
Thursday amid hopes among his critics
that it will be his last — at least as pope.

While Francis remains enormously
popular among most rank-and-file
Catholics, a small but vocal group of
conservatives who have never much
cared for his radical agenda have grown
increasingly strident in criticizing the
pope now that there is little doubt left
about his priorities.

They have taken aim at the just-con-
cluded synod on family issues, where
the divisive issue of Communion for
the civilly remarried took center stage.
They have raised alarm at Francis’ call
for a more decentralized church and
his loosening of the Vatican’s marriage
annulment process. They have winced at
his environmental alarmism, wondered
what’s in store for Catholic orthodoxy in
this Holy Year of Mercy and blasted as
sacrilege the recent screening of nature
shots on St. Peter’s Basilica.

The Remnant, a small, traditionalist
U.S. newspaper, last week penned an
open letter begging Francis to change
course or resign, arguing that his papacy
was “causing grave harm to the church.”
Organizers say a few thousand people
have signed onto the petition.

“You have given many indications
of an alarming hostility to the church’s
traditional teaching, discipline and
customs, and the faithful who try to
defend them, while being preoccupied
with social and political questions
beyond the competence of the Roman
Pontiff,” the newspaper said. “This
appalling situation has no parallel in
church history.”

To put it more simply: “Many people
in the Vatican want Francis dead,” said
Francesca Chaouqui, the woman at
the heart of a leaks scandal currently
convulsing Francis’ Vatican.

In an interview last weekend with
Italy’s La Stampa newspaper, Chaouqui
said Francis’ in-house reforms and nomi-
nations have emboldened his enemies,
many of whom were in the Vatican when
Francis was archbishop of Buenos Aires
and had a less-than-pleasant relationship
with Rome.

Some of these cardinals and bishops
are openly resisting his reforms while

others inside and out of the Vatican are
simply waiting out his pontificate under
the argument that popes come and go but
the Curia remains.

“Pope Francis is no longer trusted
by many conservative Catholics and the
number who don’t trust him has grown
enormously since the synod,” conserva-
tive columnist Damian Thompson wrote
in Britain’s Spectator last month. He
said he doesn’t see the dust settling until
the next conclave.

The Argentine Jesuit, who has
rarely backed down from a fight, seems
unfazed and quite possibly emboldened
by the criticism. And there is no indica-
tion that it poses any real threat to his
broad popularity since the concern has
been confined in the public sphere at
least to mostly Anglo-Saxon and Italian
pundits writing in predictably conserva-
tive publications, claiming to speak for
a growing number of otherwise anony-
mous Catholic laity and clergy.

Canon lawyer Edward Condon, a
strong supporter of Francis who doesn’t
count himself among his conservative
critics, said the pope’s casual and free
way of speaking has nevertheless led
to confusion among the faithful about
where he stands on certain key issues.
Writing recently in Britain’s Catholic

LOsservatore Romano/pool photo via AP
Pope Francis blows a candle on a birthday cake he was presented by
a group of youths of the Catholic Action he received during a private
audience at the Vatican Thursday.

Herald, Condon suggested that was the
result of papal interpreters who truncate
his remarks and spin them to suit their
own agendas, aided by a pope who is
uninterested in following his own media
coverage and advisers uninterested in
advising him how it’s all playing out.

What transpired on the Vatican walls
last week has for many been the last
straw. On Dec. 8, a major Catholic feast
day honoring the Virgin Mary and the
official start of Francis’ Holy Year of
Mercy, the Vatican projected National
Geographic and other images of animals
and nature on the facade of St. Peter’s
Basilica. The spectacular sound and
light show, sponsored among others by
the World Bank, aimed to both highlight
Francis’ environmental appeal and
coincide with the final stretch of climate
negotiations in Paris.

Criticism among conservatives on
both sides of the Atlantic was swift
and severe. “The sense that St. Peter’s
Basilica has been profaned is strong,”
Italian Catholic author Antonio Socci
wrote on his Facebook page. “The holy
place par excellence, the heart of Chris-
tianity transformed on a maxi-screen
for the show of the “‘New World Power
Ideology’ — and the Nativity crib was
left in darkness.”

Wed Prayer & Worship - 7:00 PM

Bible Study..................... 9:00 AM

Worship: 10 AM Sunday
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BAPTIST CHURCH
585 SW Birch, Pilot Rock, OR 97868
(541) 443-2500

prbconline.blogspot.com

Sunday School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am

Wednesday Services:
Kids" Club: 6:00 pm
Youth Group: 7:00 pm

Grace Baptist Church

555 SW 11th, Hermiston C H U RC H CHURCH \\K o
567-9497 . g 210 NW 9th, Pendleton
Nursery provided for all services O F G O D -Prg%t{lytgw rb%pi%rﬁ }‘:A(yeSA)— '_h’--.j Join us Sundays
Sunday School - 9:30 AM FIRST SERVICE 8:30 AM Pendleton = .
Worship - 10:45 AM ’ 9:30 am Sunday Worship
6:00 pm SECOND SERVICE 10:30 AM Service of Worship - 10:00 am 10:30 am Fellowship
712 SW 27™ ST. Children’s Sunday School - 10:20 am | 11:00 am Sunday School & Adult Class

“Proclaiming God’s word,
growing in God’s grace”

FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH

in Mission for Christ LCMC

Sunday Worship........... 10:30 AM

Red Lion Hotel
( Oregon Trail Room )

www.faithpendleton.org

Community
Presbyterian Church

14 Martin Drive, Loving Peop le Sunday Worship:10:40a

Umatilla, OR 108 S. Main * 276-9569 .. Bible Class: 9:30a

922-3250 Sunday Worship Offcs 276-6358
10:30 am

School at 11:30

Groups for all ages:
Adults, Children, Youth, & College

rsdays
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=/ GRACE AND MERCY

164 E. Main St. / P.O. Box 1108
Hermiston, Oregon 97838

PENDLETON FIRST

541-276-1894
www.fcogpendleton.com

Word -2
LmgChnsﬁan Center

Sunday Worship 10:00am
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00pm
Youth Classes - Nursery-6th grode Sun & Wed
YOUTH GROUPS: Jr Hi, Wed 7pm

Sharon Miller, Pastor
401 Northgate, Pendleton

541-278-8082
www.livingwordce.com

Faith Center Church
Worshiping God

Sr. Pastor, Ray O’Grady
pendletonfaithcenter.org

Seventh-Day
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ERAN CHURCH, ELGA St PENDLETON BAPTIST
OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN DOOR ) CHURCH
www.graceandmercylutheran.org gﬂt‘écqﬁdé ‘Z%M 3202 SW Nye Ave Pendleton, OR
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 541-276-7590
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. (Nursery Provided) All People Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Fellowship, Refreshments & Sunday School Sunday Bible Classes 9:45 AM
Check Out our Facebook Page or Website for Are Welcome Sunday Youth Group 6:00 PM
More Information Scripture, Tradition Mon. Community Women'’s Study
541-289-4535 and Reason A 9}:?3 /?:l\]/l B&( lg gtl\}/ll "
Family service 9am Sunda; Wwana xids LI1ub K-6th grade,
Grace and M—I;Orrc“y]l‘.llcj?ﬁer;zsr:%rhurch, ELCA y v Wed Men’s Study 6 PM

Fr. Dan Lediard, Priest. PH:

Open Hearted...Open

9:30 - Sunday School

St Hi, Sun ofter the service

Gladys Ave & 7th Hermiston

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

Fellowship - 11:00 am
www.pendletonpresbyterian.com

The Salvation Army

Cender for Worship & Sendoe

Sunday Worship Service

10:30 - Worship Service

wWednesday Bible Study
5:30 Farmnily Fellowship Meal  6:00 Bible Study

COME AS YOU ARE

150 SE EMIGRANT
(541)276-3369

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
215 N Main = Pendleton

Redeemer
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Come meet Jesus at

567-6672 MOPS meeting the6 lPSIb[ Thur of the Month

Peace l,ll“lel'ﬂll Clllll'(lll

~Come and be at Peace~
Minded
on 1290 KUMA noon each Sunda

NEW HOPE

COMMUNITY CHURCH
1350 S. Highway 395, Hermiston
Sunday Worship Services
English- Pastor Dave Andrus
9:00 & 10:45 am
Spanish- Pastor Genaro Loredo
9:00 & 10:15 am
Classes for kids during all services
For more information call

541-567-8441

First United
Methodist
Church

352 SE 2nd Street
Pendleton, OR
541-276-2616

Sunday Worship 9am
Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Doors
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
FUMCPendleton
Services are broadcast every Sunday
on KUMA-1290 AM @ 1lam
Rev. Dr. Jim Pierce, pastor

£

THE COUNTRY CHURCH

. i Pastor James Becker
p@ﬂ dleton First|Adventist Church| Episcopal Church 32742 Diagonal RD
| 247 SE Second St. Pendleton Hermiston OR 97838
INVITING _ENRICHING Saturday Services (541)276-3809 Sunday School 10 am
INVOLVING EMPOWERING Pendlet www.pendletonepiscopal.org Wy hin 7
~encleton Sunday Morning Worship 9:00 a.m. vorsup /am
SUNDAY SERVICES 1401 SW Goodwin Place Wednesday Worship Noon _ Evening Service 7 pm
AM Celebration-10:00am 276-0882 Wednesday Evening Prayer Bl?ifegfﬁﬁmgﬁ?ﬁﬁ?ﬁizr pm
AM Kids Place -10:00am Sabbath School 9:20 am and Pot Luck 6:00 p.m. Chacs 1317 y
The Connection--6:00pm Worship Service 10:45 am All Are Welcome g

St. Paul Anglican Church,

Monday @ 6 pm
APA

should not Perlsh
but have everlastmgl ife.”
John3:16

Thu
Celebrate Recovefy-6:00pm
Celebration Place-6:00pm
Other Groups Available Weekly

For more info visit
WWW.PENDLETONFIRST.COM
1911 SE Court Ave

541-276-6417
Assembly of God Church

541

All Services

Currently Located at 119 SW Quinney PI.,
Home Church in Pendleton @ Sunridge Estates

-303-1261

Holy Communion - 1st & 3rd Sunday
Morning Prayer - 2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday

- 10:00am Sundays

The Rev. Fr. Vincent Varnas
Ei Ficchoox  facebook.com/stpaulanglicanchurchapa

To share your
worship times
call
Amanda Jacobs
541-278-2683




