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Jewish residents upset
when town removes
menorah, keeps tree

LAKEWOOD, NJ.
(AP) — Some residents of
a Jewish enclave in New
Jersey are upset that officials
removed a menorah from
the town square and kept the
Christmas tree.

Lakewood has displayed
a decorated tree and small
menorah for decades.

Mayor Albert Akerman
told the Asbury Park Press
on Wednesday that this
year resident Vivian Knight
sought to add a nativity
scene to the holiday display
in the Town Square and that
she threatened to sue if the
request wasn’t approved.

“She wanted to make the
distinction that the menorah
is a religious symbol and the
tree is not,” Akerman said.

Knight could not be
reached for comment on
Wednesday.

Township Attorney
Steven Secare reviewed the
matter and recommended
removing the menorah, as
well as one displayed in the
town hall, until he could look
into an alternative display.

“Why cause litigation
when it’s costly and

time-consuming for
everybody?” Secare said
Wednesday. “The easiest
thing to do was take it down
for a year.”

The tree remains up
because it is not considered
a religious symbol under the
law.

A Jewish businessman
who owns a toy store and
frozen yogurt shop in the
township, however, said the
decision leaves the township
promoting Christianity.
It makes no sense that a
menorah is a problem in
Lakewood “of all places,”
Harold Herskowitz said.

“The way it was set up in
Town Square was fine. The
fact that we’re this Jewish
town and have this massive
Christmas tree and there’s
this little teeny menorah is
a little weird, but it’s fine.
I was never going to say a
word.”

Now, Herskowitz said the
community will call for an
even bigger menorah next
year.

“There should be a 30-foot
menorah on Town Square,”
he said. “It’s ridiculous.”
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Newlyweds share
at Aglow

WALLA WALLA —
Mykel Johnson and Nola
Thrasher, a couple who
were married last month will
share their testimony on how
God brought them together
during the upcoming Walla
Walla Aglow.

Finishing up a year
with a focus on “preparing
the bride,” the meeting is
Saturday from 10 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. at Whitman
Court, 305 Ash St., Walla
Walla. A freewill offering
will be taken for the event,
which includes lunch. In
addition, to celebrate the
holidays, a Chinese auction
will be held with each
person receiving a gift.

Aglow, which started
in 1967, is an international
organization that seeks to
minister to its members and
share God’s word in the
community. Everyone is
welcome to attend.

For more information,
call Paula McKee at
509-220-1408 or Darya
Tucker at 509-876-1668.
For more about Aglow, visit
www.aglow.org.

Nazarene church
plans Christmas
caroling

HERMISTON — All
aboard, the Hermiston
Church of the Nazarene is
embarking on a Christmas

caroling tour.
bus has been rented

and people will head out
Wednesday at 6 p.m. from
the church, 1520 W. Orchard
Ave., Hermiston. After
caroling, participants will
return to the church for hot
chocolate and cookies.

For more information,
contact 541-567-3677 or
hermistonnaz@gmail.com.

M-F church hosts
concert, children’s
program

MILTON-FREEWATER
— An evening of fellowship,
music and performances
by children is planned at
the Milton-Freewater First
Christian Church.

The music concert
and children’s program is
Sunday at 6 p.m. at 518 S.
Main St., Milton-Freewater.
The free program is open to
the public.

For more information,
call 541-938-3854.

2015
Living
Nativity

Sun., Dec. 20"
@ Roy Raley Park
Walk Thru 6-1PM
Drive Thru7-9 PM
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December 12, 2015 9 AM-2PM

St. Mary's Parish Hall basement, Pendleton, OR
$1 Admission plus Raffle Ticket

Handcrafted Items!
Enjoy brunch, lunch and desserts! )

Pulse

SHOPPING SURVEY

Enter to Win $2,000

Pulse of America research

Cash prize will be awarded

To enter now, go to:

www.pulsepoll.com

U.S. Muslim women debate
safety of hlj ab amid backlash

By RACHEL ZOLL
AP Religion Reporter

NEW YORK — On the
night of the California shoot-
ings, Asifa Quraishi-Landes
sat on her couch, her face in
her hands, and thought about
what was ahead for her and
other Muslim women who
wear a scarf or veil in public.

The covering, or hijab,
often  draws  unwanted
attention even in the best of
times. But after the one-two
punch of the Paris and San
Bernardino attacks by Islamic
militants, and amid an anti-
Muslim furor stoked by
comments of Donald Trump,
Quraishi-Landes, an Islamic
law specialist at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison,
wanted to send a message.

“To all my Muslim sisters
who wear hijab,” she wrote
on her Facebook page. “If
you feel your life or safety
is threatened in any way
because of your dress, you
have an Islamic allowance
(darura/necessity) to adjust
your clothing accordingly.
Your life is more important
than your dress.”

Amid a reported spike
in  harassment, threats
and vandalism directed at
American Muslims and at
mosques, Muslim women are
intensely debating the duty
and risks related to wearing
their head-coverings as usual.

Sites for Muslim women
have posted guidance on how
to stay safe. Hosai Mojaddidi,
co-founder of the educational
group  MentalHealth4Mus-
lims, drew nearly 4,000
likes for her Facebook post
advising women to “pull out
those hooded sweatshirts,
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Hifza Batool, a relative of Tashfeen Mallk talks toThe
Associated Press at her home in the town of Karor
Lal Esam, about 280 miles southwest of Islamabad,

Pakistan on Saturday.

beanies, hats and wraps for a
while until the dust settles.”

Muslimgirlnet posted a
“Crisis Safety Manual for
Muslim Women,” with tips
such as wearing a turban
instead of a longer more
obviously religious scarf and
carrying a rape whistle.

Muslim women in several
cities are organizing or taking
self-defense classes. The ad
for one such class in New
York features a drawing of a
covered woman in a karate
stance.

“We're getting so many
calls,” said Rana Abdelhamid,

22, founder of the Women’s
Initiative for Self-Empower-
ment, which offers self-de-
fense and empowerment
classes in several cities for
young Muslim and Jewish
women who face harassment.
Abdelhamid, a New York
native attending the Harvard
Kennedy School of Govern-
ment, said she had studied
karate since childhood and
started offering self-defense
classes for women after a man
tried to pull off her headscarf
when she was 16 years old.
“Even now when I think
about that moment — 1

have a lot of anxiety moving
through the streets to this
day — especially with all of
the hateful rhetoric because,
I don’t know, is it going to
happen again?”’ she said.

The question of whether
to wear the hijab is already
deeply sensitive for Muslim
women.  Scholars  have
debated for years whether
women have a religious obli-
gation to dress a particular
way. And Muslims disagree
over whether the hijab is a
symbol of piety or oppres-
sion.

Women who wear a scarf
or veil say they have many
motivations for doing so,
including demonstrating
devotion to their faith and
showing pride in their reli-
gious heritage. Their decision
makes them among the most
visible representatives  of
Islam, in a way that men with
beards aren’t. Well before the
latest uproar, it was common
for American Muslim women
wearing the hijab to be stared
or cursed at, or have strangers
tug at their scarves.

Now, many Muslim
women say this is the exact
moment when they need to
make their presence known
by wearing the hijab without
any modification as an act of
defiance.

Suchaila Amen, a commu-
nity activist in Dearborn
Heights, Michigan, said
that was the reaction from
women she knows around
Detroit. Amen said she
would never take off her
headscarf, but said she has
the advantage of living in an
area with one of the largest
concentrations  of  Arabs
and Muslims in the country.

BAPTIST CHURCH
585 SW Birch, Pilot Rock, OR 97868
(541) 443-2500

prbconline.blogspot.com

Sunday School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am

Wednesday Services:
Kids" Club: 6:00 pm
Youth Group: 7:00 pm

Grace Baptist Church
555 SW 11th, Hermiston
567-9497
Nursery provided for all services
Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:45 AM
6:00 pm
Wed Prayer & Worship - 7:00 PM
“Proclaiming God’s word,
growing in God’s grace”

FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH

in Mission for Christ LCMC
Bible Study.......cccocenenen 9:00 AM
Sunday Worship........... 10:30 AM

Red Lion Hotel
( Oregon Trail Room )

www.faithpendleton.org

Community
Presbyterian Church

14 Martin Drive,
Umatilla, OR
922-3250

Worship: 10 AM Sunday
School at 11:30
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P@nd'@ on First
INVITING ENRICHING
INVOLVING EMPOWERING

SUNDAY SERVICES
AM Celebration-10:00am
AM Kids Place -10:00am
The Connection--6: 00pm
Groups for all a
Adults, Children, Youth, &College

Thursdays
Celebrate Recovefy-6:00pm
Celebration Place-6:00pm
Other Groups Available Weekly

For more info visit
WWW.PENDLETONFIRST.COM
1911 SE Court Ave
541-276-6417

Assembly of God Church

=/ GRACE AND MERCY
ERAN CHURCH, ELCA

OPEN HEARTS - OPEN DOOR
www.graceandmercylutheran.org

Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. (Nursery Provided)
Fellowship, Refreshments & Sunday School
Check Out our Facebook Page or Website for
More Information

541-289-4535

Tom Inch, Pastor
Grace and Mercy Lutheran Church, ELCA
164 E. Main St. / P.O. Box 1108
Hermiston, Oregon 97838

PENDLETON FIRST

CHURCH
OF GOD

FIRST SERVICE 8:30 AM
SECOND SERVICE 10:30 AM
712 SW 27™ ST.

541-276-1894
www.fcogpendleton.com

Word -2
LMﬂgChnsnan Center

Sunday Worship 10:00am
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00pm
Youth Classes - Nursery-6th grode Sun & Wed

YOUTH GROUPS: Jr Hi, Wed 7pm
St Hi, Sun ofter the service
Sharon Miller, Pastor
401 Northgate, Pendieton

541-278-8082
www.livingwordce.com

Faith Center Church

Worshiping God
Loving People
108 S. Main ¢ 276-9569
Sunday Worship
10:30 am
Sr. Pastor, Ray O’Grady
pendletonfaithcenter.org

Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

Saturday Services
Pendleton
1401 SW Goodwin Place
276-0882
Sabbath School 9:20 am
Worship Service 10:45 am

St. Paul Anglican Church, APA
Currently Located at 119 SW Quinney PI.,
Home Church in Pendleton @ Sunridge Estates
541-303-1261
Holy Communion - 1st & 3rd Sunday
Morning Prayer - 2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday

All Services
The Rev. Fr. Vincent Varnas
K Ficcioox  facebook.com/stpaulanglicanchurchapa

$5ﬁmﬁd Chlanch:

All People
Are Welcome
Scripture, Tradition
and Reason
Family service 9am Sunday
Gladys Ave & 7th Hermiston

Fr. Dan Lediard, Priest. PH: 567-6672

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
-Presbyterian Church (USA)-

201 SW Dorion Ave.
Pendleton

Service of Worship - 10:00 am
Children’s Sunday School - 10:20 am
Fellowship - 11:00 am
www.pendletonpresbyterian.com

Open Hearted...Open Minded

The Salvation Army
Cender for Worship & Sendoe
Sunday Worship Service
9:30 - Sunday School
10:30 - Worship Service

wWednesday Bible Study
5:30 Farmnily Fellowship Meal  6:00 Bible Study
COME AS YOU ARE
150 SE EMIGRANT
(541)276-3369

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
215 N Main = Pendleton
| Sunday Worship:10:40a
.. Bible Class: 9:30a

Office 276-5358
. M-F, 8:30-12:30

£

“WWW.FCCPENDLETON.ORG

BAHA’l FAITH
“The Unity of All
Mankind”

Pendleton Baha'’i Center at
1015 SE Court Place
Devotions Sundays @
11:00am; Everyone invited!
(541) 276-9360 visit us at
www.pendletonbahais.org

- 10:00am Sundays

N .. 210 NW 9th, Pendieton
___’-.'1/ Join us Sundays

=

Come meet Jesus at
PENDLETON BAPTIST
CHURCH
3202 SW Nye Ave Pendleton, OR
541-276-7590
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Bible Classes 9:45 AM
Sunday Youth Group 6:00 PM
Mon. Community Women's Study
9:30 AM & 6 PM
Awana Kids Club (K-6th grade)

Wed Men’s Study 6 PM
MOPS meeting the6 lPSIE/[ Thur of the Month

Peace lll“lel'ﬂll Clllll'(lll

ELCA

o 9:30 am Sunday Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
11:00 am Sunday School & Adult Class

~Come and be at Peace~
on 1290 KUMA noon each Sunda

NEW HOPE

COMMUNITY CHURCH
1350 S. Highway 395, Hermiston
Sunday Worship Services
English- Pastor Dave Andrus
9:00 & 10:45 am
Spanish- Pastor Genaro Loredo
9:00 & 10:15 am
Classes for kids during all services
For more information call

541-567-8441

First United
Methodist
Church

352 SE 2nd Street
Pendleton, OR
541-276-2616

Sunday Worship 9am
Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Doors
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
FUMCPendleton
Services are broadcast every Sunday
on KUMA-1290 AM @ 1lam
Rev. Dr. Jim Pierce, pastor

Redeemer
Episcopal Church

| 241 SE Second St. Pendleton
(541)276-3809
www.pendletonepiscopal.org

Sunday Morning Worship 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Worship Noon
Wednesday Evening Prayer

and Pot Luck 6:00 p.m.

All Are Welcome

THE COUNTRY CHURCH
Pastor James Becker
32742 Diagonal RD
Hermiston OR 97838
Sunday School 10 am
Worship 7 am
Evening Service 7 pm
Bible Study Wednesdays 7 pm
Firestarter Youth Ministry
(Ages 12-17)
Monday @ 6 pm




