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YOUR VIEWS
First-time offenders hurt by 
harsh Measure 11 sentences

Measure 11 has not only had a negative 
effect on the prison system, but also on 
families, communities and the citizens of our 
state. Barbara Dickerson brought insight into 
these problems in her recent letter to the editor 
(EO, Nov. 4).

More that 25 percent of Oregon’s current 
inmates (14,689 as of October 2015) are under 

background. I am one of the 3,876. From 

unjust sentences.

category, nor am I guilty of the accusations 

construed from my charges.

of incarceration. I search for opportunities 

quite helpless, and I have found that I am not 
alone.

For many of us, this is a situation that 
had never crossed our minds. Cost? My 
incarceration alone is in excess of $1 million 

I have spent my adult life building a 
business, being a supportive and integral part 
of a community, and I never dreamed my life 

more than I am since he does not have his dad 
in his daily life.

increasingly politically correct to the point of 

picking up the tab or is it those (the judges and

So much for the government’s true interest in 

step in this rehabilitation process.
Rich Gustafson

Umatilla

Editor’s note: Gustafson, a former 
gymnastics coach in Bend, was found guilty 
of  counts of rst degree se  a use and  
counts of encouraging child se  a use  e 
was sentenced in  to  years in rison  

e is currently ser ing his sentence at wo 
i ers orrectional nstitution

hangnails. And sometimes it feels like the list 
is only getting longer.

by one. A tip of the hat to the Southern 
Oregon man gathering signatures to put an 
initiative on the November 2016 ballot that 
would end daylight saving time.

doesn’t have much of an effect. All it does is 

Arizona is already there.
kick in the pants to the idea 

that counties could opt out of opting out of daylight saving time. 

counties all operating under a different time 
of day.

be so vastly different depending on the health 
and size of a local economy.

something as universal as the sun and the 
stars.

A kick in the pants to the Oregon’s new Oregon Indoor Clean Air 
Act
starting Jan. 1.

substantially more healthy than cigarettes. 
Sure, they contain addictive nicotine. But 
it’s the tobacco that kills, and moving more 

be the betterment of our state.

more likely to light up the real thing instead 
of an occasional puff of vapor.

a healthier alternative to sucking on tobacco and tar.

to make a case against vapor.

Tip of the hat; 
kick in the pants

C
ongress recently forbade 
President Obama from bringing 

United States, or even preparing 

terrorist prisoners might someday 

bans on the president spending any 
appropriated funds for those purposes.

Republicans and Democrats 

370 members of the House and 
91 members of the Senate voted for the 
defense authorization bill that contained the 

Congress more united.

the same time released a signing statement 

bill concerning the detention facility at 

have said repeatedly, the executive branch 

based on the facts and circumstances of each 
case and our national security interests, and 

treatment policy.”

principles.” In those circumstances — he 
didn’t specify — the president suggested 

inmates himself.

run around Congress.” But hypocrisy aside, 

and the president could be the basis for a nasty 

government.

for House Speaker Paul Ryan said in response. 

States.”

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell. 

backyards, he’s going to have to persuade a 

Both Ryan and McConnell pointed to a 

recent House Judiciary Committee 

being transferred to the United States, 

It appears Congress — not 
Republicans, not Democrats, but 
Congress — is on solid legal ground. A 

argues that Bush, at the end of his presidency, 

treatment and prosecution of detainees.” 
Among those constitutional provisions are 

arguments based on both of those 
constitutional provisions, and the Spending 

clause authorizing Congress to “make rules 
for the government and regulation of the land 

an email exchange.

“(Congress) can authorize detentions and 
military tribunals and broadly regulate the 

detainees must be held and tried.”

unsupported assertion trumps 370 votes in the 

not several Republicans, including presidential 

Kaine and Barbara Mikulski on the left to Joe 
Manchin on the right joined Republicans in 

a pretty broad coalition. (Just for the record, 

and Jeff Merkley.)
Barack Obama has exercised unilateral 

executive authority a number of times, but 

clearly united against him. If the president 
decides to go it alone on the question of 

Byron or  is chief olitical corres ondent 
for he ashington E aminer

Byron 

York
Comment
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The (Bend) Bulletin

O
regonians could be on the hook to 
pay a penalty of as much as $11.7 
million to the federal government 

in 2018 because of the rich health care 

school districts have failed 
Oregonians because they 
haven’t gotten around to 
revising plans to avoid the 
penalty.

going up, the Affordable 
Care Act didn’t live up to 
“affordable” for many Oregonians. But it 

One of the problems in health care is 
that the insured can be insulated from the 
actual health care costs. If an employer 

insured hardly have to pay anything, the 
insured lack much incentive to be careful 
about the health care they use.

Enter the Cadillac tax.
Health care plans that are deemed too 

rich have to pay a 40 percent tax to the 
federal government beginning in 2018. 

plans and customers to save money.

an individual or $27,500 for a family. 

for most Americans.

that in 2014 a typical individual plan 
cost $6,025 and a typical family plan 

As you have likely heard, the Cadillac 
tax is hated by unions, some Democrats 

scrapped.

plans create perverse incentives to 

should be penalized.

cost limits in it are not 

means even reasonable 
increases in health care 
costs are going to make 

more and more health plans Cadillacs 
over time.

But OEBB, school districts and 

interested in keeping Cadillac health 
plans than reform. Oregonians end up 
paying.

Cadillac health tax could 
drive Oregon into trouble

The Cadillac  
tax needs  

some ixes.


