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OUR VIEW
Public input varies

in Pendleton,
Hermiston art plans

Of all the recent decisions that
have engendered hostility toward the
city of Pendleton, perhaps none has
incited as much of it as the bronze
statues that line Main Street.

Luckily much of the anger has
worn off, because few locals even
notice them anymore — unless they
spot Stella crossing the street out of
the corner of their eye and slam on
the brakes.

And even though
no dollars were taken
from the street or
airport or fire station
fund to build them, the
reputation of the city
took a hit because of a
perception that it went
forward with superfluous items like
decorative statues and unnecessary
speed humps, and all the while
the city’s essential infrastructure
deteriorated and massive tax and fee
increases loomed on the horizon.

Then we argued about the statues
themselves — whether or not we
should celebrate a woman who sold
her own employees for sex, and
whether or not we should decorate
the bust of a heroic American Indian
cowboy.

In addition, we argued about the
Don Requa statue, after the city gave
an OK to a private group to erect
a monument on public property
without any public input whatsoever.

Mayor Phillip Houk said it
wouldn’t happen again. The city and
the newly renamed Pendleton Arts
Committee came up with new rules
for soliciting and approving public
art projects.

But even though no one was
clamoring for it, here we are being
asked to vote on another round of
statues. And once again the public
was not involved with the important
decisions.

First off, we were never asked if
more statues is the right choice for
public art in Pendleton. And then,
the choices given to the public were
very narrow and provided by an
unknown assembly. A father and
his son compete against each other
for one statue spot. On another, four
Round-Up and city figures battle for
bronzing.

Mayor Houk said the statue
finalists were culled from previous

Statues are
built o appeal
to tourists,
not locals.

outreach to the public, but longtime
police chief Ernie Gallaher’s name
wasn’t mentioned until the madam
went up across the street.

Good art should never be judged
by a popular vote, but it’s clear the
statues are not connecting with the
community. Art built solely for
visitors and tourists moves the city
away from the “real place” that
Travel Pendleton is
promoting so well.

Instead of realizing
that and reaching out
to residents about
what kind of art they
would really respond
to, a small city
committee again did
most of the deciding themselves and
left us to pick from the pieces.

Hermiston has set a good example
in this area, running and relentlessly
promoting an online livability
survey asking broad questions
about the town’s future. More than
1,000 people responded to the
survey and showed interest in ideas
like a community activity center,
year-round aquatic center, more arts
and culture facilities, expanding
outdoors recreation and a revitalized
downtown.

The city took the information
and crafted a second survey drilling
down on those topics. But in the
meantime it ran with a concept for a
revitalized downtown and planted a
Christmas tree in the middle of the
street across from City Hall.

There were a few naysayers, of
course, mostly online, but hundreds
turned out downtown for the
inaugural tree-lighting ceremony on
a chilly Thursday night.

It wasn’t perfect, but it was
something the city’s leaders could
do knowing they had at least a
significant portion of public support.
Even digging a hole in the middle
of the street doesn’t seem so strange
when you’ve been tasked by your
citizens to develop more interest
downtown.

By not engaging the public
before re-entering what it must have
known would be a touchy endeavor,
Pendleton has once again made
things more difficult for themselves,
and will again have to deal with the
grumbling consequences.

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of the East Oregonian editorial board of Publisher
Kathryn Brown, Managing Editor Daniel Wattenburger, and Opinion Page Editor Tim Trainor.
Other columns, letters and cartoons on this page express the opinions of the authors and not

necessarily that of the East Oregonian.

THE HAZARPS oF AN

__ OREGON WINTER..

-

ZHore
COULD USE
THIS RAIN,

ngercresfiv a!g

OTHER VIEWS
On guns, we’re not even trying

nother day, another ghastly

Ashooting in America.
So far this year, the United

States has averaged more than one
mass shooting a day, according to the
ShootingTracker website, counting
cases of four or more people shot. And
now we have the attack Wednesday in
San Bernardino, California, that killed

51

Even among gun owners, 85 percent
approve of universal background
checks, according to a poll this year.
Likewise, an overwhelming share
of gun owners support cracking down
on firearms dealers who are careless
or lose track of guns. Majorities of
gun owners also favor banning people
under 21 from having a handgun and

at least 14 people I\ECHOLAS requiring that guns be locked up at
s RISTOF
It’s too soon to know exactly what Comment home.

happened in San Bernardino, but just

These are reasonable steps that are,

in the last four years, more people have

died in the United States from guns (including

suicides and accidents) than Americans

have died in the wars in Korea, Vietnam,

Afghanistan and Iraq combined. When one

person dies in America every 16

minutes from a gun, we urgently

need to talk about remedies.
Democrats, including

We routinely

tragically, blocked by the NRA and
its allies. The NRA used to be a reasonable
organization. It supported the first major
federal gun law in 1934 and ultimately backed
the 1968 Gun Control Act. As a farm kid
growing up in rural Oregon,
I received a .22 rifle for my
12th birthday and took an
NRA safety course that, as |

President Barack Obama, construct recall, came with a one-year
hasize th d to add R bership. But the NRA h
oo et o policies that - et bt e b
Republicans talk about the need red uce fhe that vehemently opposes even

to address mental health. Both
are right.

First, guns, the central
issue: We need a new public

toll of deadly
products

steps overwhelmingly backed
by gun owners.

As for mental health,
Republicans are right that it

b becdrts around us,  pemeime listiomn
won’t happen in a land awash BUi‘ not wi fh in some cases their budget cuts
with 300 million guns) but on have reduced mental health
reducing the carnage they cause. guns. services. To his credit, Rep. Tim

We routinely construct
policies that reduce the toll of
deadly products around us. That’s what we
do with cars (driver’s licenses, seat belts,
guardrails). It’s what we do with swimming
pools (fences, childproof gates, pool covers).
It’s what we do with toy guns (orange tips).

It’s what we should do with real guns.

We can improve public safety without
eliminating guns. Switzerland has guns
everywhere because nearly all men spend
many years as part-time members of the
armed forces (it’s said that Switzerland
doesn’t have an army; it is an army). Yet while
military weapons are ubiquitous, crime is low.

What we should focus on is curbing
access to guns among people who present
the greatest risk. An imperative first step is
universal background checks to acquire a gun.
New Harvard research suggests that about
40 percent of guns in America are acquired
without a background check — which is just
unconscionable.

Astonishingly, it’s perfectly legal even
for people on the terrorism watch list to buy
guns in the United States. More than 2,000
terrorism suspects did indeed purchase guns
in the United States between 2004 and 2014,
according to the Government Accountability
Office and The Washington Post’s Wonkblog.
Democrats have repeatedly proposed
closing that loophole, but the National Rifle
Association and its Republican allies have
blocked those efforts, so it’s still legal.

While Republicans in Congress resist the
most basic steps to curb gun access by violent
offenders, the public is much more reasonable.

Murphy, R-Pa., has introduced

a bill that would improve our
disastrous mental health system, perhaps
reducing the number of people who snap and
turn to violence. Yet some Democrats are wary
of the bill because Republicans like it. That’s
absurd: We need better mental health services
just as we need universal background checks.

It’s not clear what policy, if any, could have
prevented the killings in San Bernardino. Not
every shooting is preventable. But we’re not
even trying.

When we tackled drunken driving, we
took steps like raising the drinking age to
21 and cracking down on offenders. That
didn’t eliminate drunken driving, but it saved
thousands of lives.

For similar reasons, Ronald Reagan, hailed
by Republicans in every other context, favored
gun regulations, including mandatory waiting
periods for purchases.

“Every year, an average of 9,200
Americans are murdered by handguns,”
Reagan wrote in a New York Times op-ed in
1991 backing gun restrictions. “This level of
violence must be stopped.”

He added that if tighter gun regulations
“were to result in a reduction of only 10 or
15 percent of those numbers (and it could be
a good deal greater), it would be well worth
making it the law of the land.”

Republicans, listen to your sainted leader.

n

Nicholas Kristof grew up on a sheep and
cherry farm in Yambhill, Oregon. Kristof, a
columnist for The New York Times since 2001,
won the Pulitzer Prize two times.
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Gallaher the choice for
Pendleton bronzes

Ballots are now available for
choosing the next bronzes on Main
Street.

The intent of the bronzes is to
encourage tourists and visitors
to spend more time on Main
and therefore create a better
opportunity for the businesses.

I think the best choice across
from Madam Stella would be Chief
of Police Ernie Gallaher, looking
across the street and pointing an
index finger at the madam. Many
visitors are interested in the madam
and the bronze of Chief Gallaher
would help complete the story.

Pendleton has such a vibrant
history, let’s start to use that history
to help Pendleton grow.

Fritz Hill
Pendleton

Stuck on streets,
city moves on statues

The latest news from city hall:

Street maintenance program:
The Pendleton Public Works
Department has completed its
plan to bring all city streets up

to acceptable standards. Though
funding is still an issue, the mayor
has decided that additional statues
on Main Street are a higher
priority and those pesky people on
Southwest Perkins Avenue can just
hold their horses. I guess the city
council forgot to tell the mayor that
streets were the No.1 priority.

Negative plague epidemic
hits city hall: Pendleton Public
Works Director Bob Patterson
volunteers to curb spending in
an attempt to halt the spread
of the “negative” virus. The
expected cost of consultants is
unknown at this time. He may
also consider reconstituting the
street department with money
saved by the elimination of the
numerous high-paying positions
by the city manager. The plan
would entail reversing that used
to systematically dismantle the
previous department. Repurchasing
the sold equipment seems to be the
only stumbling block.

Frustration with public: The city
council continues to be frustrated
with public response to issues
plaguing city and cites pervasive
“negative” attitude towards
council.

Frustration with city officials:
The public continues to be
frustrated with the city’s response
to issues plaguing city and sites
pervasive “negative” attitude of
city officials towards public.

Grass roots initiative: Since
only half the approved city funds
set aside to aid the poor for paying
water bills have been used this year
and last, bicycle riders may push
city to shift funds to add more bike
racks on Main Street to make up
for parking lost to “parklets.” Even
I don’t believe this rumor. Evan
MacKenzie could not be reached
for comment.

This just in: Council agrees
with mayor, reverses course,
statues become No. 1 priority.
Hearing aids nixed due to budget
constraints.

Rick Rohde
Pendleton

Pendleton airport
finances in bad straits

If Al Plute had me in mind
when he said “the pundit who no
longer lives in Pendleton,” then
he should contrast his brief stay in
Pendleton with that of my family,

with a plot at the Olney Cemetery
that started with the burial of my
namesake, Jerry Cronin, who has a
military headstone for his service
in the Union Army during the Civil
War and brought emigrants and
supplies out from Missouri on the
Oregon Trail.

When I returned to Pendleton
to care for my mother in a
nursing home and her sister
with Alzheimer’s, I witnessed
the growth of Hermiston whose
population surpassed that of
Pendleton in the 2010 census.

At the same time, I noticed
the growth and success of the
Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla Indian Reservation whose
leaders diversified their business
portfolio from a dependence on the
casino by attracting commercial
interests to the Coyote Business
Park.

Plute mentioned interagency
loans but he failed to mention their
decision to take $650,000 from the
library to cover the airport’s losses.
He also stated, “The airport was
awarded a $1.6 million grant/loan
package by the state of Oregon
for the purpose of constructing
facilities to lease.” He failed to

mention this fact: Technically, the
package is entirely comprised of
loans. But more than $1 million
of those loans are forgivable
given the city meets certain job
creation, promotional and timeline
requirements.

2020 will be a banner year for
Pendleton. The airport might be
profitable, “the average customer’s
water and sewer bill will increase
from $70 per month to $116 per
month,” and the Rivoli Theater
restoration will be completed at a
cost of $5 million.

Meanwhile, the city council
is still pondering the marijuana
sales ban that could generate
much-needed revenue. Waldport is
a city with 2000 residents and two
medical marijuana dispensaries.
Not a single city councilor has
been arrested for a federal law
violation and there’s no “reefer
madness.”

Jerry Cronin
Pendleton

LETTERS POLICY

The East Oregonian welcomes
original letters. Send letters to
211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton,
OR 97801 or email editor@eas-
toregonian.com.



