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Romo hurt agam as Panthers dominate Cowboys

Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) —
Cam Newton is still perfect this
season. Tony Romo might be out
for good with the same injury that
sidelined him for seven games.

Newton got a big boost from a
defense that returned two of Romo’s
three interceptions for touchdowns,
and the Panthers ran their NFL-best
winning streak to 15 regular-season
games with a 33-14 victory over the
Dallas Cowboys on Thursday.

Romo injured the same left
collarbone that sidelined him for
all seven games of a losing streak
that damaged the playoft hopes for
the defending NFC East champion
Cowboys (3-8).

The 35-year-old with a surgically
repaired back said he would have
to wait for more test results before
knowing if he broke the collarbone
again. He was injured in Week 2 at
Philadelphia and said the injury had
a similar feel this time.

Safety Kurt Coleman picked off

Romo’s second pass of the game
and took it back 36 yards for the
score to help the Panthers become
the 16th NFL team to start a season
11-0.

Newton did his part as well,

(AP Photo/Brandon Wade)
Dallas Cowboys quarterback Tony Romo (9) is helped off the field
by team staff after suffering an injury in the second half of Thurs-
day’s game against Carolina.

getting Carolina’s only offensive
touchdown on a 4-yard run for a
30-6 lead moments before Romo’s
injury. He had 183 yards passing
with several key third-down
conversions and another 45 yards

rushing.

LIONS 45, EAGLES 14 —
(AP) Matthew Stafford tied a career
high with five touchdown passes,
three of them to Calvin Johnson,
lifting the Detroit Lions to a 45-14
rout of the Philadelphia Eagles on
Thursday.

The Lions (4-7) have won three
straight this season and three in a
row in their annual Thanksgiving
game.

The Eagles (4-7) are on a three-
game losing streak. They have
allowed at least 45 points in two
straight games in one season for the
first time in team history, according
to STATS.

Stafford threw for more than 200
yards and three touchdowns without
a turnover by halftime, helping the
Lions lead 24-7. He finished 27 of
38 for 337 yards and threw five TDs
for the fourth time in his career.

Eagles  quarterback  Mark
Sanchez started in place of Sam
Bradford, who was inactive with a
shoulder injury. Sanchez completed

19 of 27 passes for 199 yards and
two TDs.

BEARS 17, PACKERS 13 —
(AP) Jay Cutler threw for 200 yards
and a score and the Chicago Bears
held off the Green Bay Packers on
fourth-and-goal from the 8 with
22 seconds left for a 17-13 victory
Thursday night.

Aaron Rodgers’ throw to the
end zone deflected off receiver
Davante Adams’ hands on the rain.
James Jones couldn’t hang on to a
potential touchdown catch on third
down.

Cornerback Tracy Porter inter-
cepted Rodgers’ pass with 3:19
left at the Bears 45 on the Packers’
previous drive.

The highlight of the night for
Green Bay turned out to be the
return of Brett Favre, whose name
and No. 4 was unveiled at halftime
next to the team’s other retired
numbers.

Chicago (5-6) has won three of
its last four. The Packers (7-4) lost a
second straight home game.

LARSON: Youth program integral for Bulldogs’ success
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onto his staff where he has remained
since.

While at Oregon State, Larson
decided he wanted to coach. He entered
the sport at 4 years old and has done
nothing since. Now 30, Larson has been
around wrestling for 26 years. As a head
coach, he’s inexperienced and admits it
as this will be his first season running a
program. But he isn’t inexperienced in
wrestling or coaching wrestling at all.
He’s know he’s wanted a head coaching
job since his early 20s, when his career
was still alive. That said, he doesn’t look
at his new job as special of a former
Hermiston wrestler, and one from the
foundation-building years at that.

“Hermiston deserves it,” Larson said.
“There’s a huge tradition in Hermiston.

“There’s a huge wrestling community
here. And from what I understand, we
want to win. It’s not just me who wants
to win. It’s not just the guys. When we
go out to Tri-State, when we go to the
Reser’s Tournament of Champions,
people are seeing that and they want to
see Hermiston at the top. That’s good.
That keeps our coaching staff, our
coaching staff at the (middle school),

youth program, it keeps them on their
toes.”

Larson is a product of Hermiston’s
youth wrestling program, and feels it is
an integral part of maintaining a state
championship-caliber program. There
will always be guys joining the team late
— as eighth graders, freshmen or later —
he said, but it’s important to be coaching
the fundamentals and techniques at the
lower levels that are being taught at the
varsity level. It simply creates cohesion
and continuity. Techniques don’t have to
be un-learned then re-learned. It’s all the
same.

“The high school head wrestling
coach has to be involved at all levels —
(middle school) as well,” Larson said. “If
we’re not all on the same page between
the kids program and transitioning into
(middle school), we could end up with
a mess. It’s definitely something that’s
on my mind. Myself and all the other
coaches have to have a foot in that
program.”

Larson put a special emphasis on
the middle school program. There isn’t
anything wrong with it, he said, but
he feels it’s arguably the second-most
important level of the program, to the

varsity. Like the youth program, the
middle school program doesn’t get the
visibility of the high school, yet the
middle school is crucial to Larson’s plan.

“The kids coming in have to know
what we’re coaching,” Larson said. “If
they already know what we’re teaching
in high school, then they’re a step ahead
when they come in.”

Larson is relaxed at the helm. As a
product of the program, he understands
the expectations, internal and external,
applied to his program. The amount of
state championship banners don’t make
him nervous, they make him proud.
But he isn’t content on merely living
with the past glory of the program. He
wants more. He doesn’t want to merely
win state championships. He wants to
win national championships. He doesn’t
want a handful of state champions, he
wants 14.

“We definitely have goals, and our
goals are set high,” Larson said. “We’ve
proven we can win in Oregon. Now
what’s the next step? And that’s where
we want to go. We won last year with
a group of kids and it was a tight race
at the state tournament. We need to get
better.”
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Kyle Larson, a 2003 graduate of Hermiston High
School, oversees his first practice as head wrestling
coach Monday in Hermiston. He was promoted aftel
Shaun Williams took a job at West Valley High Schoo

in Spokane.

HEPPNER:
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so many small things can derail and
here we are. We just have to stay doing
what we know we can do.”

The Mustangs are in a much better
state heading into the championship
game this week compared to one year
ago. Heppner played the title game
against Burns down five starters and
a few more banged up, contributing to
the 49-0 defeat to send the Mustangs
home with second place.

This year, the Mustangs are mostly
healthy and come into the game
playing as well as they have all year
long.

In last week’s semifinal win
over Regis, the Mustangs started a
little slow before turning it on in the
second half to come away with the
26-3 victory. The Mustangs forced
three second-half interceptions as the
defense played lights-out football.

Grant says that his teams’ success
keys on the trust that his players have

Trojans bring good of]

with one another.

“Our offense and special teams
rarely put our defense in too much
peril and keep them fresh,” he said.
“We just have respectful kids that just
do not quit.”

The Mustangs defense will have its
hands full on Saturday, as Kennedy
brings a potent rushing attack that
loves to control the clock. It’s led by
junior running back Bishop Mitchell
and senior fullback Jacob Lopez, who
combined for 217 yards on 38 carries
in the Trojans’ semifinal win over
Stanfield last week.

The Trojans also played Heppner’s
conference opponent Irrigon in the
first round of the playoffs this season,
giving Grant and the Mustang coaches
a slight glimpse at what his team could
expect on Saturday.

“Every team is different every
week, but it gives you an idea,” he
said. “But for the most part you throw
previous match-ups out the window

‘ense

and just judge them on merit.”

The Mustang players and coaches
were pleased when the location for the
championship game was released on
Sunday, as the team will only have to
make a 50-minute drive up to Herm-
iston for the second year in a row.

“It’s nice for the community,too,”
said Grant. “It saves them and the team
a lot of money on travel and hopefully
we’ll have a good crowd.”

But as the excitement for the game
builds this week, Heppner senior
Patrick Collins is taking in every
moment, knowing that this will be the
last time he suits up with guys he has
been playing beside for years.

“Win or lose, we’ll all still be
brothers.”

Contact Eric Singer at esinger@
eastoregonian.com, (541) 966-0839,
or follow on Twitter (@ByEricSinger.

CIVIL WAR:
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game.

“It was almost like
neither team wanted to
win,” Oregon coach Rich
Brooks was quoted as
saying.

THE PYRAMID
PLAY: The 1933 game was
notable because Oregon’s
extra-point  attempt was
blocked by Clyde Devine,
who was lifted in the air
by his teammates. The
Ducks nonetheless defeated
Oregon State 13-3, and the
so-called Pyramid Play was
later banned by the NCAA.

HARRINGTON
TEARS: In 2000, the
No. 8 Beavers denied the
fifth-ranked Ducks a trip
to Pasadena with a 23-13
victory. Afterward, quarter-
back Joey Harrington wept
in the arms of his father,

John, who played the same
position for the Ducks in the
late 1960s and never beat
Oregon State in three tries.

BEAVERS DENIED:
In 2008 the Beavers were
looking toward their first
Rose Bowl in 44 years with
a victory in the final game
when the Ducks romped to
a 65-38 win in Corvallis.
The next year the game
was dubbed the “War of the
Roses” because the winner
was guaranteed a Rose
Bowl berth. Oregon won
37-33.

THE LAST TIME:
Last year’s game was an
easy 47-19 victory for the
Ducks on the road to college
football’s first playoff and
the title game. Mariota,
who would go on to win
the Heisman, threw for 367
yards and four touchdowns.
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