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W A S H I N G T O N 
(AP) — President Barack 
Obama said there currently 

intelligence indicating a 
terrorist plot on the United 
States, as he sought to reas-
sure anxious Americans for 
the Thanksgiving holiday.

Speaking at the White 
House on Wednesday, 
Obama said it was under-
standable that Americans 
might be nervous following 
the Nov. 13 attacks in Paris, 
which killed 130 people 
and wounded hundreds 
more. While he encouraged 
Americans to remain vigi-
lant, he urged people to go 
about their normal activities 
around Thanksgiving.

“While the threat of 
terrorism is a troubling 
reality of our age, we are 
both equipped to prevent 
attacks and we are resilient in 
the face of those who would 

said. “And that’s something 

Obama spoke after a 

security team.
The president has faced 

criticism for his initial 
response to the Paris attacks, 
particularly his focus on 
chiding Republicans who 
called on him to be more 

Islamic State, the extremist 
group believed to be behind 
the deadly assault in France. 
He was also sharply critical 

of lawmakers who backed
legislation that would effec-
tively keep refugees from
Syria and Iraq — the two
countries where the Islamic
State is based — from 
coming to the U.S.

He shifted his focus
Wednesday to Americans
who may worry that the 
attacks in Paris, which
took place at restaurants, a
concert venue and a sports
stadium, could be replicated
in the U.S.

“I know that Americans
have been asking each
other whether it’s safe here,

that families have discussed
their fears about the threat of
terrorism around the dinner

The president said that
if intelligence were to
reveal a credible threat to
the U.S., the public would
be informed. But he said
Americans should feel

done by national security
and law enforcement.

“We are taking every
possible step to keep our 

 

LAFITTE, La. (AP) — 
Giovanni R. Santini has 
done just about all he could 
to prove he’s an American 
Indian over the decades he’s 
lived in his Louisiana bayou 

-
line with the Houma tribe.

“Every day at school 
they’d beat me up, bloody 

recalled the 80-year-old 
Santini, who’s worked on 
tugboats, laid pipelines and 
built homes.  “We became 

beat us up so much. Even 
teachers didn’t like me ... 
We earned our respect with 

he’s a proud member of 
the 17,000-strong tribe of 
Houma Indians scattered 
over south Louisiana’s bayou 
communities.

Not so for the federal 
government.

For decades, efforts by the 
Houma to become a federally 
recognized native American 
tribe have failed. It’s a story 
common across the nation for 
dozens of groups that have 
come up short while trying to 
prove they should be treated 
as sovereign nations.

But this could change.
In June, the Obama 

administration hit the reset 
button on how a tribe 
becomes recognized by the 

federal Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, or BIA. It’s a sea 
change that’s expected make 

many tribes — including the 
Houma — to achieve tribal 
status.

The biggest difference 
is that a tribe now will have 
to prove its existence and 
cohesion starting only in 
1900. Until now, tribes had 
to prove they’d been intact 
tribes — with unique identi-
ties, cultures and governance 
— dating to historical times. 
For the Houma, that meant 
tracing a history stretching 
back to 1682 when French 

them.
Besides the Houma, there 

are four other tribes alone in 
coastal Louisiana seeking 
sovereignty. And much is 
at stake: water rights, land 

rights and millions of dollars 
in federal aid. Sovereignty 
also brings taxation and 
law-making powers.

For south Louisiana’s 
native Americans, obtaining 
federal recognition could 
be a major step for impov-
erished American-Indian 
communities in their struggle 
to survive and hold onto 
ancestral lands disappearing 
along the Gulf. Traditionally, 
these communities lived off 
the riches of the marshes 

foraging.

been battered by coastal 

environmental assaults such 
as the catastrophic 2010 Gulf 
oil spill.

Dardar, chief of the United 
Houma Nation. “The coast 
is being washed out. We just 
go from one disaster after 

the Houma tribe — which 
has been recognized as a 
tribe by the state — seeks 
to maintain its cohesion. It 
has a tribal council, sponsors 
cultural events, such as 
summer camps and pow 
wows, and has a cultural 
center in Golden Meadow.

It’s far from clear what 
federal recognition would 
do for tribes pursuing claims 
over coastal lands rich in oil 
and gas. Most of south Loui-
siana is in private hands.  But 
legal experts agreed that it 
was unlikely that Louisiana’s 
coastal tribes suddenly would 
be given any large tracts.

“I don’t think Cono-
coPhillips will have to turn 
all its lands over to the Amer-

Davis, a Tulane University 
law professor and expert on 
Louisiana’s coastal issues.

Lawyer Patty Ferguson, 
a member of the Pointe-
Au-Chien tribe, hopes her 
tribe can at the least have 
more power to save Indian 
mounds, burial sites and 
other tribal areas eroding into 
the Gulf.

The federal government 
presently recognizes four 
tribes in Louisiana, though 
these were historically larger 
and intact tribes.

Native Americans in Louisiana 
swamps seek tribal recognition

Obama: No credible 
intelligence about 
plot against U.S.

AP Photo/Gerald Herbert

In this Oct. 30 photo, Giovanni R. Santini poses with a 
homemade bow and arrow during an interview in his 
home in Laitte, La.

“We are resilient
in the face of those

who would try to
do us harm.”

— Barack Obama

 BLACK FRIDAY
 Shop Local this Shop Local this

 DOWNTOWN HERMISTON:   215 E. Main St.

 Nov. 27th, 9am-3pm • Nov. 28th, 10am-4pm
 Dec. 4th, 9:30am-5:30pm

 Dec. 11th, 9:30am-4:30pm • Dec. 13th, 10am-4pm
 Dec. 19th, 10am-4pm • Dec. 23rd, 9am-5pm

 BREAKFAST WITH SANTA - 
 PENDLETON REC CENTER:

 Saturday, Nov. 28th • 8am-10:30am
 $3 per person. Enjoy a pancake and sausage 
 breakfast, face painting and a craft project. 

 COTTAGE PLAZA - HERMISTON:   Hwy 395

 Friday, Nov. 27th • 10am
 Lifeflight will be bring Santa!

 Santa will be here every Saturday in December!

 541-938-5403
 84575 Highway 11

 Milton-Freewater, OR

 Black Friday Sale!
 November 27 • 8 am - 6 pm

 Storewide
 (Except Hay Bales) 10% OFF

 Goss Fa m ily Goss Fa m ily
 JEW ELERS JEW ELERS

 Your loc al jew eler serving 
 H erm iston area for 6 years.

 Phone: 541-786-8413
 215 E. M ain St., Ste. A., Herm iston

 Hours: 
 Friday: 9:30am -5:30pm  • Saturday 10am -4pm

 C hristm as Jew elry 
 arrives W ednesday, 

 Decem ber 4th

 D on’t w ait for c ustom  jew elry
 O R D E R  NOW !

 up to

 20%  off 20%  off
 Storew ide

 D iam ond Jew elry • Colorstone 
 P endants &  M ore

 NEW  BRIDAL LINES
 • Vardi Co. • C am elot Bridal 

 • Kashi & Sons 

 29 Southeast Dorion Pendleton, Oregon 97801
 541 - 276 - 4974

 SU N SH IN E

 G O U R M E T

 SH O PPE

 Small Business Saturday - November 28, 2015

 10% off storewide
 (not including consignment work)

 Enter to win great door prizes!

 Drawing held on December 23
 Business hours

 Monday - Saturday
 10:00 am- 5:30 pm

 Open Sundays
 until Christmas

 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm

 Wednesday, December 2, 2015
 Hermiston High School

 Door Open 6:30 pm • Performance Starts 7:00 pm

 Tickets are $35 and can be purchased at 
 Hermiston Chamber of Commerce 541-567-6151, 

 Hermiston City Parks & Rec Deptartment
 or online at www.desertartscouncil.com

 Famed Sketch & Improv 
 Comedy Theater

 Brought to 
 you by:

 217 SE Court, Pendleton, OR 97801 •  541-276-0778
 5215 W. Clearwater, Kennewick, WA 99336 • 509-820-3187

 811 W. Bannock, Boise, ID 83702 
 www.marlajunes.com

 15% off Fall Fashions & Shoes
 50% off ALL MARKDOWNS

 FRIDAY AND 
 SATURDAY


