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Environmental review:

By GOSIA WOZNIACKA
Associated Press

PORTLAND — An envi-
ronmental assessment for a
proposed oil-by-rail terminal
in Vancouver, Washington
says the project could have
negative consequences for
endangered salmon and other

fish in the Columbia River.
The study, released
Tuesday by Washington

state’s Energy Facility Site
Evaluation Council, says the
number of vessels added to
pick up oil at the terminal
could lessen water quality,
induce bank erosion, reduce

tation and harm essential fish
habitat. It would also lead
to the destruction of some
archaeological resources
located along the shoreline.

If the terminal was
permitted, the river’s annual
ship traffic of about 1,500
vessel trips per year would
nearly triple.

“The increase in deep-
draft vessel traffic associated
with the proposed facility
could result in a moderate
to major long-term effect
on near-shore fish including
listed salmonids and eula-
chon species in the lower
33-mile portion of the

ment says.

Wakes from the ships
could wash juvenile salmon
onto the shore, leaving them
stranded — a moderate to
major impact, according to
the study. Stranding would
occur in the lower Columbia
where shorelines are not
shielded from wave action.
The area contains some of
the highest quality shal-
low-water shoreline habitat.

The vessels could also
suck in aquatic larvae and
eggs, which would hurt fish
reproduction, population
size, or distribution of fish
and reduce species such as

vulnerable times such as
extremely high temperatures.

Other concerns include
soil liquefaction under the
proposed facility in case
of a large earthquake and
impacts to rail transportation
in the region, including ship-
ment delays and delays at
crossings. The project could
also increase train-wildlife
collisions.

Another concern is local
oil spill responsiveness:
many local firefighters aren’t
trained and equipped to
respond to a train derailment
with resulting oil spill and
fire, and have no access to oil

Northwest’s largest oil train
terminal. It would receive an
average of 360,000 barrels
of Bakken crude per day by
rail, store it and transfer it to
ships for delivery to refin-
eries along the West Coast.
Vancouver is just across the
river from Portland.

The crude would be
transported by unit trains
composed of up to 120
tank cars. An average four
unit trains per day would
roll along the river and to
the terminal. Most of the
crude would arrive from
the Bakken formation in
North Dakota, Montana, and
Canada.

The project has faced
intense opposition because
of recent accidents involving
oil trains. In July 2013, a

oil-by-rail terminal could hurt fish

runaway oil train derailed and
exploded in Lac-Megantic,
Quebec, killing 47 people.
Critics are concerned
about potential oil spills and
explosions, and other envi-
ronment and safety risks.
“The study demonstrates
one thing: Tesoro’s oil trains
and shipping terminal are
too dangerous,” said Brett

VandenHeuvel,  executive
director of Columbia River-
keeper.

Port and company offi-
cials have said the project
would be an economic boon
to the community and that
safety is a priority for them.
All tank cars used to trans-
port oil to the terminal would
be required to meet the new
standards issued earlier this
year.

shoreline and wetland vege- Columbia River,” the assess- salmon, especially during spill containment equipment,
the study says.
The $210 million project
BBIEFI.Y by Tesoro Corp. and Savage
Cos. would be the Pacific
Salem man dies students on social media. Dec. 17.
The university sent out an The city, another public

in Philippines jail
while on vacation

SALEM (AP)—A
Salem man has died in a
Philippines jail after being
arrested while on vacation.

The Statesman Journal
reports that 51-year-old
Mark Pikl was on vacation
in Cebu City, Philippines,
when he was arrested and
later died.

Cebu City police say
there was no foul play in
Pikl’s death. An autopsy has
not yet been conducted.

Cebu City media outlets
have reported that Pikl
was arrested Wednesday
after “getting wild” near a
hotel. After his arrest, he
complained to police officers
that he could not breathe. He
died Thursday.

Brian Pikl said Monday
the family is working with
the State Department and the
American Consular Agency
to conduct an autopsy and
return Pikl’s body to Oregon.

WWU cancels
classes over social
media hate speech

BELLINGHAM, Wash.
(AP) — Western Washington
University has canceled
classes on Tuesday because
of threats against minority

alert and an email to students
just after 6 a.m. The email
from university President
Bruce Shepard says law
enforcement officials are
investigating. He says they
do not know if the people
who posted what he is calling
“hate speech’ on social
media are students at the state
university in Bellingham.

Law enforcement
officials do not believe there
is a threat to general campus
security, but Shepard says a
threat to any Western student
is an attack on the whole
college community.

Shepard says students of
color have told him they are
afraid to be on campus.

agency, a church or a
nonprofit organization
must own or lease the

sites used for the proposed
pilot program, which is an
exemption to the city’s ban
on overnight camping in
public places.

People will be able to
stay at the approved sites
from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 a.m.

The program would
expire March 31 unless the
council extends it.

Lewis & Clark
students sit-in at
president’s office

PORTLAND (AP)
— Dozens of Lewis &
Clark College students are
occupying rooms outside the
college president’s office.

The students say they
want a more diverse faculty
and improved safety at the
Portland campus. Tuesday’s
sit-in comes days after a
black student told police he
was assaulted on campus by
three white men.

presents:

Eugene approves
pilot program for
homeless people

EUGENE (AP) — The
Eugene City Council has
approved a pilot program
that allows homeless
people to sleep overnight at
approved sites.

The Register-Guard reports The Oregonian reports
that the ordinance took effect ¢ President Barry Glassner
Monday night after council was not in his office when

approval since it contained an
emergency clause. The council
still needs to approve a site,
which officials say they hope
to do before they recess for
their annual winter break on

the protest started, but came
by to briefly speak with

the students. He pledged

to continue working to
make the campus safe and
inclusive.
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McKay Creek Estates

Correctlons 1601 Southgate Place
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McKay Creek Estates

Join us as we host a lecture series to
increase safety awareness on fall prevention,
common home injuries and provide solutions
to keep you and your loved one safe!

Living with Lower Cholesterol - CONCLUDED
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 3:30 PM

Join us for an afternoon to increase your understanding of cholesterol levels
and how proper diet and nutrition can be combined with exercise and
medications to keep your cholesterol levels in check. Learn the consequences
and risks to your health when cholesterol reaches unhealthy levels.

Advance Directives
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 3:30 PM

What is an Advance Directive? When a loved one is diagnosed with
Alzheimer's Disease there are many questions. One of the most confusing
aspects can be the legal documents that need to be signed while your loved
one can still make decisions.

For more information or to RSVP, call us at (541) 276-1987 or visit us today!

Pendleton, Oregon 97801

SafetyMan says
“Always be Safe to Ensure an Active
& Independent Lifestyle”

Prestige Senior Living, L.L.C.
www.PrestigeCare.com




