Page 2A East Oregonian

NORTHWEST

Thursday, November 12, 2015

Oregon AG says investigators
targeted Black Lives Matter

PORTLAND (AP)

Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum
says one of her investigators has been
put on paid leave after she learned he
had searched for social media hashtags
used by the Black Lives Matter move-
ment as part of a threat-assessment

program.

Rosenblum said Tuesday she was
“shocked and appalled” when she
learned of the allegations, The Orego-

nian reports. Her comments,

the promise of an independent inves-

tigation, came after a letter

Urban League of Portland accused
the Department of Justice of digital
surveillance of people involved in the

racial justice movement.
The Urban League’s
Nkenge Harmon Johnson,

the department of targeting those who
used the phrase “Black Lives Matter”

Oregon

Oregon.

including

from the

director,
accused

on social media. She wrote that the
surveillance snared her husband Erious
Johnson — the director of the depart-
ment’s civil rights division. The letter
was signed by Oregon labor officials
and civil rights groups, including the
American Civil Liberties Union of

“We are concerned that
unwarranted investigations are racially
motivated, and create a chilling effect
on social justice advocates, political
activists and others who wish to engage
in discourse about the issues of our
time,” Harmon Johnson wrote.

In an interview with The Oregonian,
Rosenblum confirmed that an inves-
tigator in the department’s criminal
justice division used an online search
tool to look up social media hashtags,
including the one used by the Black
Lives Matter movement, as part of

threat-assessment work.
She declined to identify the investi-
gator and said “there may be others.”
She said she has hired a special
investigator to examine the
collection by the Justice Department’s
Criminal Justice Division.

data

“I need to get to the bottom of this,”

such

Rosenblum said.

Rosenberg told the paper she learned
about the allegations two weeks ago.

Rosenblum said the criminal justice
team’s overall work on threat assess-
ment was a “legitimate area.”

“They were looking for anti-police
sentiments — potential threats to
police,” she said.

Mat dos Santos, legal director for the
ACLU in Oregon, urged Rosenblum

based surveillance.”

Rising rent pushing out artists that made Portland cool

By GOSIA WOZNIACKA
Associated Press

PORTLAND Port-
land has been a magnet for
young, creative adults for
over a decade, beckoning
droves with its quirkiness,
liberal appeal and quality of
life. But the city’s popularity
has had another effect:
Those who helped make it
cool can’t afford to live here
anymore.

Evictions and skyrock-
eting rents are putting apart-
ments out of reach for many,
especially those working
part-time, low-wage or
artistic jobs. It’s even harder
to afford a house.

Some Portlanders are
now looking for better-
paying work. Some are
giving up and leaving.

“It used to be you could
live in Portland on a part-
time job, pay your rent,
pay your bills and be pretty
comfortable,” said Steven
Olsen, 31, who moved to
Portland from Missouri
nearly a decade ago.

Olsen had hoped to raise
his two children in Portland
because of its progressive

values. He now works full
time doing medical billing
and his wife works part
time at Goodwill, but a
recent $200 rent increase is
forcing them to move back
to Missouri.

“I don’t really want to
live in Missouri, but I also
want to be able to eat,” he
said.

Experts say there’s a
national “shortage of cities”
as people seek out hip, urban
lifestyles.

AP Photo/Don Ryan
Steven and Nola Olsen pose in front of their
apartment building with their children, Aubrielle, left,
1, and Marcus, 3, in Portland.

Unlike previous gener-
ations, today’s  college
graduates under 40 — the
nation’s largest demographic
— are moving in droves
to neighborhoods in San
Francisco, Seattle or New

BRIEFLY

Two ex-counseling
center workers sue
U. of Oregon

EUGENE (AP) — Two
former University of Oregon
counseling center employees
say they were shunned,
criticized and threatened with
dismissal at the UO after they
blew the whistle on superiors
who had seized a student’s
therapy records, a civil
lawsuit filed this week in U.S.
District Court alleges.

Jennifer Morlok, then a
senior therapist, and Karen
Stokes, then an executive
assistant, said in recent
interviews that they decided
to sue out of frustration after
new UO President Michael
Schill said publicly that no

p ) UO employee did anything
to reveal the “full extent of the state’s wrong with regard to the
involvement in this illegal and racially student.

The 18-year-old student,
known publicly only as Jane
Doe, sought counseling in
2014 after a sexual encounter

with three UO basketball
to urban cores, they’re players. The student said
competing for a limited | SheWwasraped by the men.

number of rentals. Housing
construction is still lagging
behind pre-recession levels,
data show.

Incomes  also  have
remained flat, so people at
the bottom income rungs
— the working poor, the
disabled and the under-

employed, such as artists
and freelancers — are hit
hardest.

In Brooklyn, New York,
huge demand for housing
and the arrival of wealthier
residents have forced out
young people, including
the artists and hipsters who
revitalized the neighborhood

The players said it was
consensual.

The lawsuit by
Morlok and Stokes seeks
compensation for lost income,
lost benefits, lost seniority and
emotional distress. It doesn’t
specify a sum.

The pair hired Portland
attorney Beth Creighton, who
specializes in employment
and civil rights matters, to
represent them.

Creighton has represented
clients in high-profile cases
such as that of Hong Kong
spiritual leader Kwai Fun
Wong, who was detained
and repeatedly strip searched

in recent decades. in Multnomah County jails;
Portland’s vacancy rate | ©f Oregon Liquor Control
Commission warehouse

— about 3 percent — is one
of the lowest in the country.
The hot market has led some
rents to double or triple, even
in areas once considered less

worker Gene Summerfield,
who alleged workplace
discrimination; and of a
trial assistant who sued the

York, Portland economist desirable, said Justin Buri of Deschute,s County District
Joe Cortright said. Portland-based Community Attorney’s Office.
Companies are also Alliance of Tenants. The university is doing its

increasingly setting up in or
near city centers, offering
well-paid jobs to those grad-
uates, Cortright said.

As more people move

Entire apartment
complexes are cleared out,
the evictions followed by
new owners renovating and
increasing rents.

Corrections

The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely regrets any errors. If you notice a mistake in the pa-
per, please call 541-966-0818.

best, UO spokesman Tobin
Klinger said in a prepared
statement Tuesday.

“We believe the university
has worked diligently and
in good faith to balance the
complex demands of student
privacy, employee rights
and fostering a workplace
that values trust and ethical
conduct.”

Stomach illness
spreading in
Klamath County

KLAMATH FALLS
(AP) — Health officials say
a stomach illness spreading
through Klamath County
schools has now affected
more than 100 students and
staff members.

The county Health
Department says children in
public and private schools
have been sickened, and
those infected have spread
the illness outside schools by
attending public events.

The agency believes
norovirus is the illness;
it’s the most common
gastrointestinal infection
during winter months.

Those infected get a sudden
onset of symptoms such as
nausea, vomiting, diarrhea
and stomach cramps, and are
generally sick for a few days.

The department urges
those who are sick to stay
home, and for everyone to
frequently wash their hands.

Inmate, contractor
sentenced in sex-
for-contraband

MEDFORD (AP) — An
Oregon inmate has pleaded
guilty to his role in a
sex-for-contraband scheme
in Jackson County jail.

The Mail Tribune reports
that 27-year-old William Tye
Middlekauff was sentenced
Monday to five months in
prison, which will overlap
with his current 15-month
sentence for fleeing the
scene of a car accident.

Middlekauff pleaded
guilty to obtaining and
possessing a cellphone, which
is not allowed inside the
jail. Charges of promoting
prostitution and possessing
tobacco were dismissed.

Jackson County District
Attorney’s Office says
Middlekauff was prosecuted
because he acted as a
middleman by setting up
the sex-for-contraband
exchanges.

A manager for the food
service contractor Aramark,
Buddy Gene Arnett, pleaded
guilty on Friday to providing
contraband and having sex
with male inmates.

He was sentenced to
three years of supervised
probation.
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