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Crews clean off Seattle gum wall

By MANUEL VALDES
Associated Press

SEATTLE A piece
of Seattle history is coming
down — or rather, 1 million
little pieces.

Crews are cleaning the
city’s famed “gum wall” near
Pike Place Market, where
tourists and locals have been
sticking their used chewing
gum for the past 20 years.

The wall is plastered
with wads of gum in a
kaleidoscope of colors, some
stretched and pinched into
messages, hearts and other
designs. People also have
used the gooey gobs to paste
up pictures, business cards
and other mementos.

On Tuesday, powerful
steam cleaners were melting
it all off.

Emily Crawford, a Pike
Place Market spokeswoman,
said that following a busy
summer season, market

deputy
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A worker uses a powerful steam cleaner to work decades of gum off a “gum wall”
that stretches behind and above him, Tuesday in Seattle. Tourists and locals have
been sticking their used chewing gum to the wall near Pike Place Market for 20
years, leaving an estimated 1 million pieces in a kaleidoscope of colors, some
stretched and pinched into messages, hearts and other designs.

a school resource officer,
patrolman and detective.
Umpqua’s $30,000 contract
with Douglas County will
pay for him to be on campus
seven hours a day, five days
aweek through June 30, The

Armed deputy
patrolling Umpqua
following shooting

PORTLAND (AP)
An armed sheriff’s deputy
has started patrolling an
Oregon college where a
gunman killed nine people
and himself last month.

Douglas County deputy
Scott Batsch began patrols
Monday
Community College. When
a shooter attacked the Rose-
burg campus Oct. 1, it had
one guard armed only with
pepper spray.

Batschisarecentlyretired

“It's one of those
things that just gives
people peace of
mind, at this point.”

— Anne Marie Levis,
Umpqua Community College
public information officer

officers. But Anne Marie
Levis, Umpqua Community
College public information
officer, expects no oppo-
siton on the Roseburg
campus.

“After a tragedy like
this, people have a different
perspective,” Levis said.
“We’ve had other armed
police officers on campus,
so it’s one of those things
that just gives people peace

at  Umpqua

with experience as

leaders decided now was as
good a time as any to wipe the
wall clean. But they expect
people will start leaving gum
on the space again soon.

“It’s an icon. It’s history,”
said onlooker Zoe Freeman,
who works near Pike Place.
“The market is famous for
the gum wall. But it also
draws rats.”

Pike Place Market hired
a contractor, Cascadian
Building Maintenance, to
take on the cleaning. They
chose steam over pressure
washing to conserve the
historic market’s brick walls.
The blasts of moist air against
a mass of dried gum sent a
fruity, sweet smell though
the alley.

“I just hope that the
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Jessica Wang, left, visiting from Los Angeles, has her
photo taken by Michael Teylan, right, at Seattle’s “gum
wall” at Pike Place Market, Monday.

citizens of Seattle don’t hate
me for removing the gum
wall,” said Kelly Foster, the
contractor’s general manager.

People  first  began
smooshing their gum to the
wall while waiting for shows
at the nearby Market Theater.

Since then, the “gum wall”
has expanded beyond one
wall and onto other walls of
an alley, pipes and even the
theater’s box office window.

Crawford said the
cleaning crew will collect
and weigh the gum each day
it is removed. The cleaning is
expected to take three days.

By Crawford’s rough
calculation, there are about
2,200 pounds of gum on the
walls.

“We’ll find out at the end
of the week how right my
guesstimate really 1is,” she
said.

Market officials hope to
contain where people put
their gum in the future but
say they aren’t holding their
breath.

Oregonian reported. He will
have a car on campus but
mostly will patrol on foot.

Oregon  law  says
community colleges can’t
employ armed officers, but
they can contract with police
agencies for the service.

“Obviously the school
has been through a lot and
the community has been
through a lot, and having
that uniformed presence will
make everyone involved
feel a little bit better going
forward,” said Cpl. Dwes
Hutson, the sherift’s depart-
ment spokesman.

Students protested at
Portland State University
and the University of
Oregon when administra-
tors decided to arm their

of mind, at this point.”

Oregon State  Police
troopers and other armed
officers have patrolled
Umpqua’s campus at times
since the shootings, Levis
said.

County Commissioner
Tim Freeman said the
college  requested  the
contract, which he and the
other two commissioners
approved.

“It’'s a large campus,
so it’s hard to say that
having one armed officer,
depending on the situation,
could have been effective,”
Freeman said. “I don’t want
to give any false illusions
about how much or how
little it’ll make things better.”

Chipotle reopening Northwest restaurants after E. coli outbreak

SEATTLE (AP) Chipotle
said Tuesday that it is reopening the
43 Pacific Northwest restaurants
it closed amid an E. coli outbreak
after tests at the Mexican food chain
came back negative for the bacteria.

Health officials have not found
a cause of the outbreak that started
last month but concluded there is
no ongoing risk of contracting the
illness that has sickened about 40
people.

Chipotle will reopen the restau-
rants in Washington state and
Oregon in the coming days after
giving them a deep cleaning and

ordering a fresh supply of ingredi-
ents, the company said. It also said
it is testing the new food prior to
restocking and is instituting addi-
tional safety procedures and audits
in all of its 2,000 restaurants to
ensure robust food safety standards.

Chipotle Chairman Steve Ells
apologized to those affected by the
outbreak.

“The safety of our customers
and integrity of our food supply has
always been our highest priority,”
he said in a statement. “If there are
any opportunities for us to do better
in any facet of our sourcing or food

handling — from the farms to our
restaurants — we will find them.”

The outbreak was traced to 11
Chipotle restaurants in Oregon
and Washington, but the company
closed 43 locations in its Seattle and
Portland markets as a precaution. It
said it conducted additional sani-
tization measures in its restaurants
nationwide and confirmed that none
of its workers had E. coli.

Dr. Scott Lindquist, Washing-
ton’s state epidemiologist, had
said he expected the restaurants to
reopen by Wednesday or Thursday.

The most recent person sickened

by E. coli reported eating at Chipotle
on Oct. 24. People typically become
sick about three to four days after
exposure, but it can take as long as
10 days.

The bacteria are associated with
animal waste and can be spread
through contaminated water or
improperly cured compost. Symp-
toms include diarrhea, abdominal

cramps, nausea and vomiting.

Foodborne illnesses are not
easy to track to the source of the
outbreak, said Jonathan Modie, a
spokesman for the Oregon Health
Authority.

“Finding the source of the
outbreak is often like finding a
needle in the haystack,” Modie said
Monday.
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