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HERMISTON: Consistent pass rush will be key for Dawgs
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will host the Wilsonville Wildcats (8-1, 6-1)
this Friday at 7 p.m. at Kennison Stadium.
The Bulldogs and the Wildcats both played
Sandy, who hails from Wilsonville’s North-
west Oregon Conference, Sept. 11 and won
53-3. Hermiston just slipped by the Pioneers
13-7 in double overtime.

“They’re well-coached. They execute on
offense,” Faaeteete said. “They have a great
defense, have great kids and they play really
hard all the time. We’re lucky to be able to
play a program like this.”

The Wildcats are an athletic bunch with
numerous weapons. They have two quarter-
backs who are capable throwers. The starter,
Connor Neville, is a junior who has thrown
a touchdown pass in each game this season.

Against Liberty two weeks ago, a game
Wilsonville lost 40-37, Neville passed for
507 yards on 31 completions and four touch-
downs. He threw four picks in that game,
though, and he has five on the season.

The week before, in a 45-14 win over
Putnam, he threw for six touchdowns, 407
yards and had just five incomplete passes.

Overall, Neville has passed for 2,198 yards
on 68 percent passing for 30 touchdowns.
Neville, a three-start recruit, currently has
offers from Washington State and Boise State.

Neville missed Wilsonville’s 63-14 win
over Parkrose, and the senior backup Tom
Gomez stepped in capably. He tossed four
touchdowns — and three interceptions —
while eclipsing the 300-yard mark.

Whoever plays quarterback Friday will
have some serious targets. Harrison Steiger
has been a menace to secondaries all season.
The junior has caught 40 passes this season
for 821 yards and a whopping 18 touchdowns.

He’s caught a pass and a touchdown in
each game he’s played this season, and caught
ten balls for 232 yards and three touchdowns
in the Wildcats’ 40-37 loss to Liberty two
weeks ago.

But he’s not alone. Jonny Neville has been
a threat in the passing game, just not as worri-
some as Steiger. He still must be accounted
for, however, as he’s caught 29 balls for 548
yards and 11 touchdowns.

He, too, has caught a pass in every game
this season, though he was held without a
touchdown in Wilsonville’s 59-14 win over

STANFIELD:

Monkus ready to roll

Hillsboro last week.

“The key to stopping the great offense is
keeping them off the field,” Faaeteete said.
“We gotta execute on offense on our end and
play the keep-away game: run the ball well,
throw the ball efficiently. And when we are
on defense, get to the quarterback, create
second-and-long, third-and-long situations
so it’s an easier game for me to call. That
being said, it’s not gonna be easy to keep this
offense in check. They’ve been putting up
numbers all year long.”

Wilsonville can run it, too, though it’s not
the strength of the its offense. No Wilsonville
running back ever received more than 11
carries in any game this year, and no Wilson-
ville running back has rushed for more than
111 yards in any game.

The running game is mainly a big play
threat, with Elijah Benedick and Mason Craig
each averaging more than 10 yards per carry.
Andrew Merrick is the Wildcat’s leading
rusher with 467 yards on just 63 carries and
three touchdowns. Sophomore Taran Floyd
has scored eight times on the ground.

Hermiston was able to get a good pass
rush last week against Pendleton and the

week before against Hood River Valley.
Pendleton quarterback Kai Quinn, who has
a strong arm, couldn’t step into any throws
against the likes of Neal and Coleman, and
those two will have to do the same against
Neville, who only has 37 yards rushing on 23
tries this season.

Once a dual-threat quarterback, Neville
now wears two knee braces after a couple
knee injuries. If the Bulldogs can get a good
pass rush, make Neville uncomfortable in the
pocket, as they did with Quinn, Hermiston
can disrupt the timing passes Wilsonville
likes and potentially force some mistakes.

But the task, offensively and defensively,
will be a tall one for the Bulldogs.

“Our guys are gonna look at film, and
they’re gonna see that the task at hand is a
large one,” Faaeteete said. “You go out there
and you fight, be courageous and then at
the end, when the chips fall, you’re holding
your head held high. It’s football. Someone’s
gotta lose. It’s what’s great about this game.
Anything can happen on Friday night. Crazier
things have happened. We just gotta execute
on offense and get home on defense and have
fun.”
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through the air, which is wear
Salas says his defense needs to
key on.

“We have to limit their
big plays,” he said. “Their
quarterback is very mobile,
and his best work comes when
he’s out of the pocket, so our
guys can’t give him time to
make plays, we need to crash
the pocket and finish tackles.”

The quarterback  he
mentioned 1is junior Steele
Ware, who threw for more
than 2,200 yards and 36
touchdowns during the season,
controlling the offense to an
average of just over 52 points
per game.

Salas  knows that his
defense can only contain that
type of an offense for so long,
and says that his offense will
be the big key to deciding the
game.

“Our offense can help out
the defense by taking big,
long drives that eat a lot of
clock,” he said. “When you
keep explosive offenses off
the field, it puts you in a great
position to win, and that’s
what we want.”

The Tigers definitely have
the capability to control the
clock, behind the duo of stud
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Beer * Wine
Food ° Lottery

541-567-9229
198 E. Main, Hermiston

DIFFERENCE
EASTERNOREGON

WE MAKE
THE

1050 W. Elm, Suite 130
Hermiston, OR 97838

Veterans - Mention
the Pickers ad & receive
your meal 1/2 off

STON

541-289-7414
125 N. 1st St., Hermiston
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Health...
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“\§ CHI St. Anthony

Imagine Better

V ELMER'S Y
IRRIGATION,
INC.

"The best little irrigation
company in the Northwest"

Hwy 395 ¢ Hermiston

PHYSICAL THERAPY ERM'
541) 567-5678
Columlgia P)rofessional Plaza BR[;%ING (( 2801 ST. ANTHONY WAY,

PENDLETON, OR 97801

541-567-5572

Fax: 541-567-8721

Emergency service also
available

COZY CORNER TAVERN EO PHYSICAL THERAPY HERMISTON BREWING CO. ST. ANTHONY HOSPITAL ELMER’S IRRIGATION

IS ROOTING FOR
SAM BARBEE

IS ROOTING FOR

JEFF SNELL

THEWS
SHEET METAL
HEATING, AIR & MECHANICAL

CCB# 66036

1816 NW 48™ ST, PENDLETON
WWW.THEWS.COM
Locally Owned & Operated

541-276-3751

Metal Fabricators s.

Always Comes First"

Under the American Flag
www.nwmetalfab.com
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KIM FURGERSON

MARIO RAMIREZ

IS ROOTING FOR

IS ROOTING FOR
KATHY ANEY

SH

"Where Quality

213 SE 2nd St.

541-567-7171

80496 N. Hwy 395
Hermiston

CCB #66293 % Friendly Service

Elite Guns & Bows...c

We aim to please

Pendleton, OR 87801

www.elitegunsandbows.com

# Highest quality at LOWEST PRICES
“Excellent product knowledge

Heller & Sons
fchrthut The Pkeasanf
Distributing, Inc.
DN V“:h A ma&&&m
N [EM
AN&?@;R:\;C;IS(E;OF A Live Music & DJ Music
P 541-276-1243 \ 4 Karaoke
F541.076-1253 THE COMMERCIAL FUELING SYSTEM _— ‘ Homestyle Cooki ng
Beer, Wine & Spirits

THEWS SHEET METAL NW METAL FABRICATORS ELITE GUNS & BOWS, LLC HELLER & SONS DIST.
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MATT ENTRUP
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ERIC SINGER
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KEVIN FISHER

Phillips ® Chevron ¢ Shell » Mobil

Y| 541-567-6582 ¢ 1-800-698-6582
615 N. 1st St. * Hermiston

541-567-3022
149 E. Main, Hermiston
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CLINT SHOEMAKE

PHEASANT CAFE
IS ROOTING FOR

MIKE APPLETON



