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Wolves kill calf in 
Wallowa County

ENTERPRISE — The 
Oregon Department 
of Fish & Wildlife has 

the Imnaha pack killed 
a calf sometime during 
the night Oct. 24-25 on 

County.
A rancher reported the 

dead calf in a grassland 
area around Needham 

the same day, and found 

found to be in the area, at 

from the carcass. Another 

radio telemetry.
It is the eighth 

-

as endangered species by 
the state of Oregon east of 

though the Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife Commission 

as early as next month.
There are at least 

through 2014, according 

recently found dead under 
mysterious circumstances 
in September.

Crater Lake 
closing seasonal 
roads Sunday 
night 

Crater Lake National 
Park’s North Entrance 
Road and East and West 

the season 5 p.m. Sunday, 

release from the park.

park from the south or 

The North Entrance Road 

of more than 40 feet of 

late spring because of 

risk, and other dangerous 
conditions.

The North Entrance 
Road and East and West 

in the spring or early 
summer. Exact dates for 
road openings depend on 

Visitors can check 
current conditions on the 

in the park from early 
October until late May.

For more information 

Crater Lake National Park, 

Umatilla NF  
to hold forest  
meeting in Elgin

ELGIN — A public 
meeting is scheduled for 

Elgin Community Center 
to discuss current and 

Walla Ranger District 
of the Umatilla National 
Forest.

The meeting comes on 

season in the district, 
including the Phillips 
Creek Fire that charred 

Elgin, and the Grizzly 

acres in the Wenaha-
Tucannon Wilderness.

current and future program 

any questions the public 

Ranger Mike Rassbach. 

I encourage the public 
to attend and engage in 
discussion around an array 

specialists from the 

For more information, 

Ontario park 
almost complete

picnic benches and an air 

rafters, Rudy Park is about 

is all that remains of the 
project’s to-do list, though 

feat. Road and Bridge 
Director Alan Scharbrough 

county Road and Bridge 
Department is applying 

for the funds by January. 
If the county gets the 
grant, then the parking lot 

to use by next summer, 
Scharbrough said.

opened on Dec. 15 last 
year. Since then, Payette 

banded together to make 
the park the go-to place for 

family picnics.
Spearheading 

those efforts is Rudy 
Endrikat, former county 

the park is named. He said 
he has been pushing the 

In honor of Endrikat’s 
ambition, county 
commissioners chose to 
name the park after him.

The park is located on 

Fruitland from Payette. It 
has been a popular spot.

BRIEFLY

By ZACH URNESS
Statesman Journal

of a storm is a glorious sight 
from inside a mountaintop 
lookout.

-

There’s a feeling close to 

just imagining anyone outside 
trying to set up a tent or sprint 
back to their car.

Suckers.
The thrill of enjoying a 

storm — as opposed to trying 
to escape it — is among 
the many reasons Oregon’s 

are the state’s best places to 
spend a night.

to spend a night in all 20 
of Oregon’s lookouts. Last 

to enjoy Gold Butte Lookout 
north of Detroit, the closest 
rentable lookout to Salem by 
far.

during World War II as a 
station for spotting Japanese 

refurbished for public use in 

Society. The lookout is so 

impossible to rent unless you 

major Cascade peak from 
Mount Hood to the Three 

Mount Jefferson is the main 
attraction.

The cabin is an exact 

and cots to sleep up to four, a 

There’s no electricity, and 

garbage.
“The main thing people 

need to remember to bring is 

at the lookout, and it’s a 

recreation manager for Willa-
mette National Forest.

The hike into Gold Butte is 
short but fairly steep, meaning 
you’ll need a big backpack to 
haul in all your gear.

But once you get settled 

roll in across the mountains — 

distant memory.
THE TRIP

Salem, the journey is by no 
means simple.

hours from the Capitol City 

Willamette National Forest, 

“The last three miles is the 

said. “We recommend a 

something better than standard 
street tires.

the ability to put on a spare 

Some people come just to 

If that’s the case, the trek 

lookout (3.2 miles round-trip) 

to a second gate. From here, 

400 feet of gain.

before turning onto a proper 

to the lookout’s perch — its 

RESTORATION
Gold Butte Lookout looks 

imagine that it’s been sitting 
atop this peak unchanged 

That’s not quite true.

people — often a married 

(The Japanese did make 

-
diary bombs near Brookings 

being Oregon, and the forest 
damp, the bombs did little but 
smolder before being doused. 
You can hike this spot today 
on the Japanese Bombing Site 

assault from the Japanese, it 

infestation of carpenter ants.
“They turned the framing 

Don Allen, a former Forest 

Allen and a group of others 

they got a hold of the Sand 
Mountain Society, a group 

Gold Butte.

Mountain Society. “Each 

cataloged so it could go back 

Using as much of the 

-
ingly reconstructed using 
as much original fabric as 

and opened to the public in 

AT THE LOOKOUT

mountaintop lookout.
Cooking dinner and 

the Cascade Crest, becomes 
a thrill. So does just reading a 

book.
The hike to this moun-

taintop Marriott does take 

After the bumpy ride up 

I parked at the green gate 
trailhead and, carrying a pack 

headed to the lookout.

up the road for half a mile to 

0.25 miles to the lookout, 

lookout appears on a crest 

As I entered my abode 
for the night and got supplies 

-

staying the night.

once you set up and explore 
the area, there isn’t much to 
do.

While Mater attempted to 

the lookout desk and dug into 

-
bird to cloudy to threatening 

dinner as the storm clouds 

the surrounding mountains 

Gold Butte.

Golden view atop Gold Butte

Zach Urness/Statesman-Journal via AP

In this photo taken Oct. 6, fall leaves color the surroundings of the Gold Butte Lookout in the Willamette National 
Forest north of Detroit. Built in 1934 and active during World War II as a station for spotting Japanese air attacks, 
Gold Butte was refurbished for public use in 2007 by the Sand Mountain Society.  The lookout is so beloved that 
it’s almost impossible to rent unless you start working at it six months in advance.

Zach Urness/Statesman-Journal via AP

A hiker from Eugene looks out toward Mount Jeffer-
son from the deck of Gold Butte Lookout in the Willa-
mette National Forest north of Detroit.

Gold Butte Lookout
Gold Butte Lookout
What: A rentable mountaintop lookout tower that 
sleeps north of Detroit in Willamette National Forest
How to do it: Visit Reservations.Gov
What to bring: Water, stove, lantern and food
Hike in (without reservations to stay the night): 3.2 
miles round-trip, with 800 feet of climb
Hike in (with reservations to stay the night): 1.5 
miles round-trip, with about 400 feet of climb
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