
Tough to trust  
council decisions 

cents gas tax prompted me to make 
se era  o ser at ons   e o t o  

end eton t  p rc ase gas n t e 
c t  t ot ers me t at e a e to 
ra se a  cent tax on gas eca se  
t nk t e se o  t e c t s nances 
are est ona e  as  te as 
ment oned

ene er a pro ect s proposed 
t e c t  ne er as mone  to nd t  

o  t e t er proposes a gas tax or 
ra ses ees  ten an o t o to n 
st d  s o ta ned rom c  e 
earn er  tt e and costs eno g  

to x se era  c t  streets   ra se 
n pa  s g en t e c t  manager 

t o t an  np t rom t e c t ens 
e represents

e c t  as a e to nd a 
de e oper or a o s ng pro ect 
on t a t t doesn t a e 

nds to d a re stat on  
t p ans to de e op t e a rport 

propert  to st  t e arn ardt 
g a  and attract nd str  t 

t as not appened  en nds 
are not a a a e to x t e c t  
se er pro ect  t ncreases ees on 
omeo ners  s ma  not a  e 

exact  correct t a ot o  c t ens 
see t t s a

Many city residents are elderly 
and on xed incomes  ny increase 

in t eir cost o  li ing makes a 
di erence in t eir li ing  t o ld 
e cr el to take a lien on t eir 
ome eca se t ey co ld not pay a 
 a mont  ee
Some of my city friends 

a e rged me to ask for more 
transparency on e alf of t e city  
its reso rces and spending  e 
one point they tell me is: The city 
seems to nd money hen they say 
they don t ha e it

Dorys Grover
Pendleton

No, potholes  
are not terrorists 

 nd the sign on So theast 
o rt en e that reads 

“Potholes are terrorists help us 
eliminate them  offensi e  as 

ell as incredulous   as on the 
ashington   Mall on Sept  
  t as not a pothole that 

tried to drop a plane on me  t as 
a terrorist  This sign minimi es the 
terror that  felt trying to get out of 

ashington   as ell as all the 
ictims and sur i ors of 

urthermore   feel that if the 
Pendleton ity ouncil ould 
get their heads out of the sand (or 

here er  and allo  recreational 
mari uana to e sold in Pendleton  
the taxes from the sale of 
recreational mari uana might e 

a le to e used to ll the potholes  
 gas tax   think not  

Michael D. Bryan
Pendleton

Vote yes on gas tax  
for street upkeep  

 am oting yes on the gasoline 
fuel tax to e used to repair and 
maintain Pendleton’s existing 
residential streets

ith passage of allot Measure 
 e ill ene t from safer 

tra el  more comforta le rides and 
less ear and tear on our ehicles

 urge you to ote yes on this 
important measure  t’s time to step 
up and take care of our city streets  
There’s no such thing as a “free 
ride

Carolyn Frasier
Pendleton

Don Requa statue 

 as ack home in Pendleton in 
July for the Pendleton High School 
Hall of ame an uet  t as a fun 

eekend as usual
 ha e to admit that the highlight 

for me as eing present for the 
un eiling of the ron e oach 

on e ua statue  ooking at that 
eautiful piece of ork rought 

ack many good memories  
 remem er that  as not going 

to go out for foot all  ne night 
in ugust  hile it as still light  
a unch of us ere playing touch 
foot all in the island of the PHS 
parking lot hen oach e ua 
sho s up to go in the dressing room  
He sa  us and yelled o er that since 
a lot of the foot all players ere 
right there  you might come in and 
get your practice uniforms no  My 
sister’s oyfriend said to me  “ et’s 
go get our uniforms   said that  

as not going out for foot all   He 
said  “ ou are going out  He as 
t o years older and a lot tougher 
than  as

t as one of the etter decisions 
(that as made for me  in my life   

There are a lot of statements 
made a out ho  foot all can 
make you tougher  help you learn 
team ork  help you in your life 
after foot all  etc  ll of those 

things applied to me
oach e ua as tough on 

us  Most of us  for the longest 
time  thought our rst names ere 
“dammit  “ e  used a great 
com ination of coaching and 
psychology to get  percent 
effort out of us

This statue is ery tting for 
Main Street in my hometo n  
saluting the inningest coach in the 
history of the state hen he retired  
My hat is off to all ho made this 
happen  The list is too long for this 
already too long letter  ood o

Phil Winters (Class of ‘71)
Gold Canyon, Ariz.

Editor’s Note: Letters  to the 
editor regarding the Nov. 3 election 
will not be published in print after 
the Oct. 31 East Oregonian. Please 
submit them by Oct. 29 to ensure 
publication, provided they meet 
standards.
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T o olunteer re departments 
ha e issues on the o em er allot: 
Heppner and matilla

e fa or oth
n matilla  se erely outdated 

e uipment needs to e upgraded  
and uickly  oing so ill help keep 

re ghters safe 
and get them to the 
scene faster

The Umatilla 
ural ire 

Protection istrict 
oard hopes to 

use  million 
generated from a 

year general 
o ligation ond 
to upgrade that 
outdated e uipment  
The department is 
still making do ith 

re trucks that date ack into the 
s  ire ghters are depending on 

air packs that are nearly  years old 
and ell past their recommended life 
span

The in estment re uired to 
make these upgrades is not chicken 
scratch  ut it’s not o er helming 
either  The o ner of a  
home ould see a tax increase 
of  a year if the tax passes  n 
fact  if the money is used isely  
the ne  e uipment can actually 
e a money sa er in the long run 
y re uiring less maintenance and 

ma or o erhauls
f e are going to depend on 

our rural re departments to ork 
their tails off during the outdoor 

re season  and through the inter 
as house res ecome more 
common  than e should re uire 
they ha e decent e uipment to do 
their o s  The  million ill not 
rid the department of all their old 

e uipment  ut it ill help ettison 
the oldest and least useful

e recommend oting in fa or of 
allot measure  for residents 
ho li e ithin the Umatilla re 

protection district
nd e feel the same ay a out 

the proposal in 
Heppner  

The ond 
measure there 

ill ork a little 
differently  ho e er  
and re uires t o 
otes to pass  
oters in oth the 

city of Heppner 
and the outlying 
Heppner ural ire 
Protection istrict 

ill ha e to appro e 
the measure for it to 

take effect
espite that additional hurdle  the 

measure itself is fairly cut and dried  
Heppner’s current re hall can’t t 
all their equipment and has no space 
for training  The ne  uilding ould 
e t ice the si e  and etter located 

(at the intersection of High ay  
and uller ounty oad  for ghting 

res oth in the city and in the 
ildland surrounding it
The cost of the  hall 

ould e paid for ith a  split 
of city residents and re district 
taxpayers  t ould allo  for a etter 
operating re department and  again  
quicker response time  

n addition  re chief usty stes 
ga e one of the great lines e’ e 
heard to support a pu lic pro ect: 
“ e don’t ant the Ta  Mahal  e 
ust ant a re hall  ou can almost 

hear the masses chanting that great 
couplet

e recommend a ote in fa or

fire measures

H
a ing atched all the de ates 
and seen all these people 
running for president   can’t 

suppress the thought: hy ould 
anyone ant this o  no  o you 
people reali e hat’s going on out 
there  arack ama’s hair hasn’t 
gone early gray for nothing   mean  

ir orce ne is great and all  ut it 
no  comes ith fghanistan  S S and 
the epu lican reedom aucus  
not to mention a lot of people  places 
and things all coming unstuck at once

onsider the scariest ne s article this year  
n riday  The Washington 

Post reported that “the 
Justice epartment has 
charged a hacker in 
Malaysia ith stealing 
the personal data of U S  
ser ice mem ers and 
passing it to the slamic 
State terrorist group  hich 
urged supporters online to 
attack them  The article 
explained that in June rdit 

eri i  the leader of a group 
of ethnic l anian hackers 
from oso o ho call themsel es oso a 
Hackers Security  “hacked into a ser er 
used y a U S  online retail company  and 
“o tained data on a out  people

eri i  it said  “is accused of passing the 
data to slamic State mem er Junaid Hussain  
a ritish citi en ho in ugust posted links 
on T itter to the names  email addresses  
pass ords  locations and phone num ers of 

 U S  military and other go ernment 
personnel

He included a arning that slamic State 
soldiers  ill strike at your necks in your 

o n lands ’   agents tracked eri i 
“to a computer ith an nternet address in 
Malaysia  here he as arrested  Mean hile  
Hussain as killed y a U S  drone in Syria

o : n l anian hacker in Malaysia 
colla orating ith an S S ihadi on T itter to 
intimidate U S soldiers online  efore e 
killed the ihadi ith a drone

elcome to the future of arfare: 
superpo ers ersus superempo ered angry 
men  and a tag team of cy ercriminals 
and cy erterrorists  They’re all a yproduct 
of a profound technology dri en in ection 
point that ill greet the next president and 

ill make the current de ates look laugha ly 
o solete in four years  

 as orn into the old ar era  t as 
a dangerous time ith t o nuclear armed 
superpo ers each holding a gun to the other’s 
head  and the doctrine of “mutually assured 
destruction  kept oth in check  ut e no  
kno  that the dictators that oth merica and 

ussia propped up in the Middle ast and 
frica suppressed olcanic sectarian con icts
The rst decades of the post old ar era 

ere also a time of relati e sta ility  ictators 
in astern urope and atin merica ga e 

ay to democratically elected go ernments 
and free markets  oris eltsin of ussia ne er 
challenged T  expansion  and the nternet 
and glo al supply chains dro e pro ta ility 
up and the cost of la or and goods do n  

nterest rates ere lo  and although 
the income of men ithout college 
degrees declined  it as masked 
y rising home prices  su prime 

mortgages  easy credit  falling taxes 
and omen oining the orkforce  so 
many household incomes continued 
to rise

“Up until the year  o er 
 percent of the next generation 

ere etter off than the pre ious 
generation  said ichard o s  
a director of the Mc insey lo al 

nstitute  Therefore  e en though the rich ere 
getting e en richer than 
those do n the income 
ladder “it did not lead to 
political unrest ecause the 
middle as mo ing ahead  
too  and ere sure to e 
richer than their parents

ut  in the last 
decade  e entered the 
post post old ar era  
The com ination of 
technological  economic 
and climate pressures 
is literally lo ing the 

lid off nation states in the Middle ast and 
frica  unleashing sectarian con icts that no 

dictator can suppress  ad guys are getting 
superempo ered and “mutually assured 
destruction  to S S is not a deterrent ut an 
in itation to hea en  o ots are milking co s 
and M’s atson computer can eat you at 
“Jeopardy  and your doctor at radiology  so 
e ery decent o  requires more technical and 
social skills  and continuous learning  n the 

est  a smaller num er of young people  ith 
illions in college tuition de ts  ill ha e to 

pay the Medicare and Social Security for the 
a y oomers no  retiring  ho ill e li ing 

longer
“Suddenly  argues o s  “the num er of 

people ho don’t elie e they ill e etter 
off than their parents goes from ero to  
percent or more

hen you are ad ancing  you uy the 
system  you don’t care ho’s a illionaire  
ecause your life is impro ing  ut hen 

you stop ad ancing  added o s  you can 
“lose faith in the system  hether that 
e glo ali ation  free trade  offshoring  

immigration  traditional epu licans or 
traditional emocrats  ecause in one ay or 
another they can e percei ed as not orking 
for you

nd that is hy onald Trump is 
resonating in merica  Marine e Pen in 

rance  the S S caliph in the ra  orld  and 
ladimir Putin in ussia  They all promise to 
ring ack the certainties and prosperity of the 
old ar or post old ar eras  y sacking 

the traditional elites ho got us here and y 
uilding alls against change and against the 

superempo ered angry men  They are all false
prophets  ut the storm they promise to hold 
ack is ery real

Thomas L. Friedman won the 2002 Pulitzer 
Prize for commentary, his third Pulitzer for 
The New York Times. He became the paper’s 
foreign-affairs Op-Ed columnist in 1995.

re you sure you ant the o

Thomas 

Friedman

Comment

Welcome to the 
future of warfare: 

superpowers 
versus 

superempowered 
angry men.

We recommend 
supporting 
measures in 

Umatilla Rural 
and Heppner 
fire protection 

districts.


