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Quick takes
Hermiston teen over Twitter 
with 7-Eleven senior pics

So you re de nite y getting your o n 
page this year for the yearbook @Stefano_
Peiris. Breaking records man.

— @Cass_Cassbeann

@Stefano_Peiris is a ermiston egend.
— @JesseSmithjs

m so honored to kno  someone as 
itter famous as @Stefano_Peiris and the 

fact his mom gi es me free s urpees at a 
famous store.

— @meyers_hayden

I’m famous. Someone be my  
homecoming date no .

— @Stefano_Peiris

Food donated to needy 
This is my community: a group of  

“quiet” donors coming together to harvest, 
ship and process 250,000 pounds or 125 
tons of potatoes to he p the hungry, food that 

ou d have been p o ed under other ise.
— Eric Reise

It ou d be great if everyone ou d do 
that. Stop asting food in the e d and et 
others have it.

— Julie Scherbarth

Is ‘illegal alien’ outdated?
I ega  a ien is an accurate, race neutra  

phrase that as not coined ith atinos in 
mind. The reason it has come to be associ
ated ith atinos in recent years is due to 
the fact that most of this country’s i ega  
a ien popu ation is atino.

— Freedom1958

If they immigrated here against the a s. 
I think i ega  immigrant is a correct term. 
It’s not ike they ost their documents, they 
never had ega  documents to ose.

— Just_ thinking_out Loud

I be ieve undocumented immigrant is the 
correct term. uman beings aren’t “i ega ” 
and they are certain y not a iens.

— E O Reader  

As e near the end of a third 
consecutive cost y re season, 
the aftermath is staggering. 

Some 2,21  i d res burned more 
than 600,000 acres across the state 
and threatened more than 1,400 
homes and structures. More than 
10,000 re ghters across the Paci c 

orth est risked their ives ghting 
these res, and ensuring that they 
cou d respond s ift y, ith a  
avai ab e resources, I invoked the 
Emergency on agration Act ve 
times. Because of the great 

ork of many, e ere 
prepared to minimi e oss 
during these cha enging 
months.

On beha f of a  
Oregonians, I thank the 
thousands of re ghters 
and support cre s 
from oca , state and 
federa  agencies, triba  
governments, the contract 
community, oca  rst 
responders, ando ners, 
forestry professiona s and 
others ho ensured that not 
one ife as ost in Oregon. 
Other states ere not so 
fortunate. Your dedicated 
service to our state is never 
taken for granted, and is 
great y appreciated.

Even though i d re season is inding 
do n, no  is the time for Oregonians 
to begin thinking about next summer’s 

re season and prepare for the rains of 
inter. This is the best ay to express our 

appreciation for the risks that Oregon’s 
re ghters experience every year.

or those ho ost homes and property, 
state and oca  of cia s are orking hard 
to he p you put the pieces back together. 
There are severa  resources, ranging from 
stream ined permitting processes to nancia  

assistance programs, avai ab e to 
victims of the res. Many have 
a ready attended the informationa  
meetings he d by state and federa  
of cia s. But the too s to get he p are 
a ays avai ab e at i d re.oregon.
gov.

ith the onset of inter and an 
E  i o pattern ike y, persistent 
rains cou d reak havoc on areas 
stripped of vegetation by i d re. 
Oregonians in these areas are a ready 
taking preventative steps such as 

seeding or mu ching bare 
ground, keeping cu verts 
unp ugged of debris, and 
insta ing sediment traps 
above cu verts.  

ooking ahead to next 
summer, homeo ners can 

ork ith community 
organizations such as 
Oregon ire ise, .

re ise.org,  to manage 
the andscapes around 
their homes. omeo ners 
shou d consider 
estab ishing hat’s ca ed 
“defensib e space,” so if 

i d re threatens a home 
and there is itt e to burn 
near its a s, re ghters 

i  have a better chance 
of saving it.

i d re, drought, and the myriad of 
cha enges resu ting from c imate change 
have ike y introduced our state to a ne  
norma . As preventing and ghting re 
becomes more comp ex, e must rethink our 
approach, adopting strategies for both et 
and dry seasons. Addressing and preventing 

re damage is a year round effort, and it is 
more important than ever to ork together to 
adapt to c imate change and protect our ay 
of ife no  and for tomorro . 

Kate Brown is the governor of Oregon.

Oregon must combat 
higher threat of re

Kate 
Brown
Comment

Alex Radford, 28, is a 
Umatilla tribal member 
who lives in Pendleton. He 
was born Athena Radford, 
and for the last two months 
has been transitioning his 
gender from female to male. 
He spoke with opinion page editor Tim 
Trainor for the EO Audio podcast, which 
you can listen to on iTunes or by visiting 
eastoregonian.com/eo/podcasts. We include 
an excerpt here. To listen to it in its entirety, 
search EO Audio on iTunes or Stitcher.

TT: Why don’t you give us a little 
background information about yourself. 
Where did you grow up? 

A : I gre  up on the mati a Indian 
Reservation outside Mission.

TT: What were you like as a child?
AR: I as rea y shy as a chi d, unti  

about third grade, second grade. I ou d 
say I had a ot of anger issues. I as rea y 
aggressive. Very hyper, too. Very outgoing, 
socia . 

TT: What was your gender, and how 
did you see yourself at that time?

AR: I think I as about 5 or 6 years o d, 
and I asked my dad “When am I going to 
gro  my penis ” And he said, You’re not. 
You’re a gir .’ I remember kind of having 
a me tdo n after that. I guess I’ve a ays 
kno n I as not a gir , but I as obvious y 
taught to suppress that, to accept that I’m a 
fema e bio ogica y. 

TT: What happened then, as you grew 
up and understood more about yourself 
and how the world works?

AR: I guess I came to accept myse f. It 
as 2010 and I as in co ege and I as 

a ay from home. There as transgender 
peop e there, and one of my teachers as 
transgender from fema e to ma e. I 
cou dn’t stop myse f from anting to ask 
him questions. It as ike this ight bu b that 

ent off. It sudden y sparked my interest 
in a rea y intense ay, kind of ike hen I 
accepted my sexua ity  being attracted to 

omen. 
TT: How did you make the decision to 

transition?
AR: The short version is I rea ized I 

needed to change my identity, hen it 

comes to fema e. I kne  I 
didn’t ant to be perceived 
as ust fema e. rom 2010 to 
2012, I as questioning my 
gender a ot. I didn’t ant to 
make a huge decision right off 
the bat. I anted to educate 

myse f and earn more about myse f to 
kno  if I anted to take hormones, ust 
have the surgery for my chest. I didn’t kno  

hat I anted, I ust kne  that I asn’t a 
fema e.

TT: How do you explain that feeling 
to people who never had to question their 
gender? 

AR: I ans er that question a ot. The 
best ay I can describe is that hen you’re 
driving a car, and the driver of that car is 
a fema e and your car is very much ma e. 
I fee  ike I’ve been hi acked. You’re in 
the rong body, my brain doesn’t match 
my body. That’s a hard thing to express if 
you’ve never gone through it.

TT: How do you explain yourself 
to people who think drastic changes 
of a surgical or biological nature are 
unnecessary?

AR: I have very c ose oved ones ho 
don’t agree ith me. They don’t think I 
need to change my name, that I shou d ust 
accept that I’m fema e. That’s ust ho  
the or d orks. I a ready accepted that a 
ong time ago. I tota y embrace everybody, 
hether they agree ith me or not. We’re 

not a  the same. We don’t a ays have 
to understand each other to care about 
each other, and to ce ebrate each other’s 
happiness and successes.

TT: What is the transition process 
like? 

AR: The process is basica y se f
acceptance. It started in co ege in 2010, 

hen I came out to myse f. In 2012, I 
announced that I as going to go through 

ith hormone rep acement therapy. I didn’t 
start hormone rep acement therapy unti  
about t o months ago. In Oregon you have 
to get a etter from a therapist diagnosing 
you ith gender identity disorder, or gender 
dysphoria.

TT: How have you changed in two 
months?

AR: Physica y  My hair on my chin 

is beginning to gro . ust a itt e peach 
fuzz, nothing ma or, hich is kind of 
disappointing. But I think that’s just 
because I’m Native and Natives don’t 
have a ot of facia  hair. I don’t kno , my 
scent has changed a ot, stronger. My face 
has changed a itt e bit, and my aist is 
changing. My fat distribution is changing. 
My arm musc es fee  more usefu . My egs 
are starting to  out, my pants are starting 
to t ooser. Obvious y, my voice has 
changed, it’s deeper. 

TT: And what about emotionally?
AR:  e nite y shorter fused. I have a 

o er to erance for a ot of things I use be 
rea y passive about.

TT: Do you feel like a different 
person?

AR: No. I fee  ike I’m earning different 
characteristics about myse f that ere 
a ays there that are taking a stronger 
stance in my ife. I don’t have the same 
emotiona  reaction to things that used to 
hurt me. 

o  I process things is different, but I 
don’t see the or d different y. I don’t have 
a ho e different persona ity. I’m sti  a 
major dork and I ove to augh and I ove 
hanging out ith my friends.

— Hear the rest at EO Audio

Q&A: Being transgender in Eastern Oregon

Radford

Friends of mine have been 
raving about the documentary 
“Most ike y to Succeed,” 

and it’s easy to see hat the 
excitement is about. The m is a 
bo d indictment of the entire 12 
educationa  system. 

reg White ey’s documentary 
argues that the American schoo  
system is u timate y bui t on a 
Prussian mode  designed over 
100 years ago. Its main activity is 
do n oading content into students’ 
minds, ith success or fai ure measured 
by standardized tests. This ecture and 
textbook method eaves many chi dren 
bored and ist ess. 

Worse, it is unsuited for the modern 
orkp ace. Information is no  ubiquitous. 

You can ook up any fact on your phone. 
A computer can destroy en ennings, the 

or d’s best “ eopardy ” contestant, at a 
game of information retrieva . omputers 
can rite routine ne s stories and do 
routine ega  ork. Our test driven schoo s 
are training kids for exact y the rote tasks 
that can be done much more effective y by 
computers. 

The better approach, the m argues, 
is to take content off center stage and 
to emphasize the re ationa  ski s future 

orkers i  actua y need: being ab e 
to motivate, co aborate, persevere and 
navigate through a comp ex buffet of 
free ance gigs. 

White ey high ights one schoo  he 
be ieves is training students e . This is 

igh Tech igh, a ce ebrated schoo  in 
San iego that as started by business and 
tech eaders. This schoo  takes an o d idea, 
project based earning, and updates it. 

There are no textbooks, no be s 
marking the end of one period or start of 
the next. Students are given group projects 
bui t around a driving question. One group 
studied hy civi izations rise and fa  and 
then bui t a giant ooden mode , ith 
moving gears and gizmos, to i ustrate the 
students’ theory. Another group studied 
diseases and made a m.

“Most ike y to Succeed” doesn’t 
et us see hat students think causes 

civi izationa  dec ine, but it devotes a 
ot of time to ho  ski ed they are at 
orking in teams, demonstrating grit and 

deve oping se f con dence. There 
are some great emotiona  moments. 
A shy gir  b ossoms as a theater 
director. A smart but strugg ing boy 
eventua y so ves the prob em that 
has stumped him. 

The documentary is about 
re ationships, not subject matter. 
In the schoo , teachers cover about 
ha f as much content as in a regu ar 
schoo . ong stretches of history 
and other subject curricu ums are 
effective y skipped. Students do not 

deve op conventiona  study habits. 
The big question is hether such a shift 

from content to ife ski s is the proper 
response to a high tech economy.

timate y, hat matters is not on y ho
e  you can co aborate in groups, but the 

qua ity of the mind you bring to the group. 
In right y p aying up soft ski s the movie 
underemphasizes inte ectua  virtues. It 
ignores the distinction bet een information 
processing, hich computers are good at, 
and kno edge, hich they are not. 

If e ant to produce ise peop e, 
hat are the stages that produce it  First, 

there is basic factua  acquisition. You have 
to kno  hat a neutron or a gene is, that 
the ivi  War came before the Progressive 
Era. Research sho s that students ith 
a concrete eve  of core kno edge are 
better at remembering advanced facts and 
concepts as they go a ong. 

Second, there is pattern formation, 
inking facts together in meaningfu  
ays. This can be done by a good 

ecturer, through c ass discussion, through 
unconscious processing or by going over 
and over a cha enging text unti  it c icks. 

Third, there is menta  reformation. 
At some point hi e studying a e d, the 
student rea izes she has earned a ne  
anguage and ay of seeing  ho  to 

think ike a mathematician or a poet. 
At this point information has 

become kno edge. It is a ive. It can 
be manipu ated and rearranged. At this 
point a student has the menta  content and 
architecture to innovate, to come up ith 
ne  theses, cha enge others’ theses and be 
cha enged in turn. After iving ith this 
sort of kno edge, isdom da ns.

David Brooks, The New York Times.

Schoo s for isdom

Wildfire, 
drought, and 
the myriad 

of challenges 
resulting from 

climate change 
have likely 

introduced our 
state to a new 

normal.

David 
Brooks
Comment

Be heard! Comment online at eastoregonian.com


