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as tax the best
of bad options

The November ballot in
Pendleton has just one question, and
it’s a doozy: Should the city puta 5
cent tax on every gallon of gas sold
in city limits for the next decade?

Unenthusiastically, we are going
to say yes.

Clearly, Pendleton’s streets
are in atrocious condition and are
getting worse with each change in
season. But it’s equally clear that
poor decisions by city government
helped get us in this position, pushed
along by a shrinking population and
economic base.

Take for instance the fact that
the city gets $1.1 million in gas
tax money from the state, and only
$300,000 of it finds its way into
improving our streets. The rest
goes to salaries and insurance and
overhead, as well as ancillary costs
like street lights. But the fact that
almost two of every three tax dollars
earmarked for local roads don’t
make their way into pavement shows
how inefficient and ineffectual
Pendleton can be.

It also shows that state gas tax
cannot be sole source of funding city
streets. Cars are becoming more fuel
efficient and many commuters are
choosing transportation that doesn’t
require any gas at all, especially
electric cars and bicycles. The state
tax rate has increased only once in
decades, and the federal rate has
long been stagnant.

Cities are left having to do
more with less — especially
cities that have old infrastructure,
challenging terrain and have not
had new development help pay
for maintenance and upgrades.
Pendleton fits those descriptions to
aT.

Unlike building a new fire hall
or upgrading Airport Road, city
officials don’t need to convince
voters that the city’s roads need
work. Everyone is in agreement that
they need a lot of it, and work costs
money. Pendleton homeowners —
and, ergo, tenants — are taking the
brunt of a too-long-delayed city plan
to deal with the problem. A monthly
$5 utility fee will soon be added to
each residence and business in the

city. All of that money will go to
streets. If the gas tax passes, all that
revenue will go directly to streets,
too. That presumably would increase
the annual streets budget by about
$1 million, which the city says it can
use to maintain roadways currently
in good condition, as well as close
the gap on the dozens of city streets
that need total reworking.

That is one way to swallow this
additional tax. The roadwork needed
today will just cost more tomorrow,
and it’s a better use of dollars to
make a significant investment right
now. (OK, it would have been better
to do that years ago.) But the other
benefit of the gas tax is that visitors,
and those who commute from out
of town for their jobs, will shoulder
some of the burden too.

We get it, if you think the city
is chasing rainbows and spending
like a shore leave sailor out at the
airport. We get it, if you think that
it’s already getting more expensive
to live in Pendleton, so why should
we make it worse? We get it, if you
think the city should have to knock
on a few doors and work hard to
convince us to fork over $500,000.
We get it.

Still, we recognize the problem
and think this is the least painful
way to get to a solution.

Whichever way you vote before
November 3, hopefully we can all
agree on one thing. If the gas tax
passes, the city will be under the
microscope for how they use those
dollars. Voters should demand
utmost transparency, quarterly
progress updates and concrete
benchmarks moving forward. That’s
the least the city owes voters for
enriching an under-performing
department.

The importance of this vote is
clear.

“There will be consequences,
serious consequences if this doesn’t
pass,” city councilor Al Plute warned
the editorial board.

You can take that as a threat, or
the truth, or both. For us, the gas tax
is one way to avoid consequences
that are bound to get worse the
longer we put them off.

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of the East Oregonian editorial board of Publisher
Kathryn Brown, Managing Editor Daniel Wattenburger, and Opinion Page Editor Tim Trainor.
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Guess who else 1s a socialist

Nearly one in four people in

ne of the side benefits of a
well-watched national political

debate is the exposure it brings

to something obscure and forgotten » €

— like Denmark. Who doesn’t love

a country that gave us a dish of
frikadeller and rugbrod to go with paid
parental leave and universal health

this country gets electricity from

v a consumer-owned or co-op

e utility — socialism throughout the
heartland. And when President Barack
Obama considered privatizing a big
government utility and dam operator,
the Tennessee Valley Authority, he

care? TimoTay | Was met with squawks of protest
“I love Denmark,” Hillary Clinton EGAN from some of the most conservative
said during Tuesday’s debate, by way Comment | Precincts in America.

of dismissing a quasi-socialist nation

Obama is no socialist. A socialist

of 5.7 million mostly white people

as not the best place to look for solving the
problems of a multiethnic democracy of 322
million.

But in fact, the United States may be closer
to Denmark than many think. In the reddest
of red states — say, Idaho — you can find the
kind of socialism, through publicly owned
utilities or the federal dam that farmers rely
on for their water, that would be right at home
among aquavit-sipping Danes.

Once you label something socialist, it
brings to mind dour Soviet types trotting out
dreary worker clothing for the spring fashion
line. Or, here at home, those insufferable
parlor room Marxists who think it would
be utopia if only we nationalized every
Starbucks. In that sense, the worst thing about
socialism is the socialists.

Free of the label, a hybrid economy where
health care, education and pensions for the
elderly are provided, side-by-side-by-side
with creative capitalism, works pretty well
in the Nordic countries, Britain and Canada.
And most of the tenets of what is considered
democratic socialism have majority support in
the United States.

But “socialism” as a word is poison in
this country, except among the young, in
large part because it’s associated with failed
authoritarian Marxist states. A recent Gallup
poll found that half of Americans would not
vote for a socialist. More people said they
could accept an atheist as president than
someone with the scarlet S.

So we don’t like “them.” But we do like
many of their ideas. We can thank Sen. Bernie
Sanders, self-proclaimed democratic socialist,
for this healthy debate. This week, Donald
Trump called him a “communist.” If so, you
can find broad public support for most of
the things advocated by the commie from
Brooklyn.

A majority of Americans feel “money
and wealth in this country should be more
evenly distributed,” according to a CBS
News/New York Times poll. Sanders wants
to raise the minimum wage; so do 71 percent
of Americans. Sanders believes corporations
have too much influence on politics, as do
74 percent of Americans. And one of the
biggest socialist programs — the single payer
Medicare system that is a lifeline to more than
50 million people — is also one of the most

would have nationalized General
Motors, instead of returning it to capitalistic
solvency. A socialist would not have presided
over a doubling of the stock market, without
adding significant new taxes to Wall Street’s
biggest beneficiaries.

For true socialism in action, look to the
billionaire Trump. As a developer, he’s tried
to use eminent domain — “state-sanctioned
thievery,” in the words of National Review
Online — to get other people’s property.
There’s your communist. He has no problem
taking from others to serve the public “good.”

Capitalism at its best gives us iPhones and
400 kinds of ice cream and rewards enterprise
and innovation. The free market has no small
amount of magic. At its worst, capitalism
produces pharmaceutical companies that
gouge for lifesaving drugs, insurance
companies that drop people once they get sick,
and a system where secretaries pay a higher
percentage of their earnings in taxes than
billionaires who do nothing.

Socialism at its best can run an army,

a health care system and provide quality
education for those who otherwise couldn’t
afford one. Libraries and fire departments
are socialist institutions. So is the Interstate
System of highways created under President
Dwight Eisenhower. Ditto the nation’s most
popular cultural enterprise, the National
Football League, which shares its television
billions with losers among the teams. At

its worst, socialism is grim and stifling, a
dead-end for creativity.

The key is to find a balance, as Hillary
Clinton said in Tuesday’s debate. “Our job
is to rein in the excesses of capitalism so it
doesn’t run amok,” she said. In that sentiment,
you could hear the historical echo of two great
progressive presidents, Teddy Roosevelt and
his cousin Franklin, both of whom sought to
save capitalism from itself.

She also said, “We are not Denmark.”
Nope. Not by any stretch. Denmark has a
slightly higher tax load on its citizens than the
United States. But it also has budget surpluses,
universal health care, shorter working hours,
and was recently rated by Forbes magazine as
the best country in the world for business.

]
Timothy Egan worked for 18 years as a

writer for The New York Times, first as the

Pacific Northwest correspondent, then as a
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necessarily that of the East Oregonian.

popular.

national enterprise reporter.

Pendleton’s poor roads
need lots of love

I drive the roads of Southwest
Pendleton with my electric
wheelchair and I notice that in our
area all the roads need care. There
are cracks that go across the street
and because of the jar I must go
quite slowly.

Also the quality of the pavement
is very rough, and because of all
the needs of changing electric and
water pipes, continual patching is
required.

All the overhead costs of
administration, and changing
power needs of automobiles, do
not alter the fact that the streets
need repair. Please vote yes to pass
the fuel tax.

Donald Peterson
Pendleton

Those outside Pendleton
limits have no say

The ballots are out. How are
you going to vote, yes or no, on the
nickel gas tax? Who cares?

Let me explain. I was born and
raised and have lived here nearly
all of my life. I am currently on
the board for the Riverside Rural
Fire Protection District and the
Riverside Mission Water Control
District. Together with my partner,

we own rental properties in
Pendleton, contributing thousands
of dollars toward this city’s
sustainability through property
taxes every year — more money
than most everyone who lives here.

We do 95 percent of our
shopping here, spending thousands
of dollars for clothing, food, fuel,
or supplies and building materials
for our rentals.

On our own home we pay
for city water, sewer and fire
protection. Yet we will not be
receiving a ballot. Why? Because,
along with well over 100 homes
in the Riverside area and countless
others in close proximity of the
city, we are not within the city
limits. Therefore we have no
representation regarding city
government and no vote on any
city measure.

Add up the number of people
living a short distance from
town — Riverside, Mission,
Shenandoah, McKay Acres, etc.,
— and there are a great number
of people proud to call Pendleton
home who are at the mercy of
whatever our city government
dictates with absolutely no say-so
in the decision-making progress.

Several years ago I had a
discussion with the previous
city manager about this, asking
what it would take to create a
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representative for those of us in
close proximity to the city. [ was
tired of regularly attending city
council meetings only to have
several members twiddle their
thumbs and sigh in antipathy
for having to listen to someone
insignificant. His answer? It’s
against city charter and there’s
nothing I can do because city
charter cannot be changed.

So, pass or not, your dictum
doesn’t matter to me and a couple
thousand others because we are at
your mercy. You hear a lot about
the tourists or passersby who will
be contributing, but nothing about
many locals who will pay but
reap no reward in front of their
home. I can fuel at Arrowhead,
and soon will reap a ten cent
discount — that’s a dime and not a
nickel — for fuel without having to
make a special trip, since I am out
there frequently anyway.

Jay Rusher
Pendleton

Gas tax needed to keep
up with maintenance

Federal and state gas taxes
were established and are limited
to paying for the operation and
maintenance of our streets. For
several years they have fallen
short of that goal. That’s why 23

cities in Oregon have initiated
local gas taxes, 31 have initiated
transportation utility fees, and all
cities look for ways to supplement
the inadequate federal and state
funding for this purpose.

Pendleton receives around
$1.1 million each year from gas
taxes. The feds have not increased
its gas tax in 22 years and the
state only once during that time.
Pendleton’s ongoing expenses for
staff, materials, and equipment to
operate 87 miles of city streets,
which include street lighting,
sweeping, emergency repairs,
cleaning storm drains, dealing with
inclement weather, etc., leaves us
with an average of about $300,000
per year to do patching, restoring
and rebuilding of our streets. We
need about $2 million per year to
do the job.

Seventy-two percent of our
streets are residential and are
completely unfunded. Five cents
per gallon will generate over

$500,000 dedicated to meet only
this need, and 45 percent of it will
come from nonresidents who use
our roads. The cost for those who
drive 10,000 miles per year, get 20
miles per gallon and buy all of their
gas in Pendleton is $25 per year.

Don’t buy the argument from
the Portland lawyers and statewide
Oregon Fuels Association that
ours would be the highest fuel tax
in the state. It’s not. Eugene has
had a 5-cent gas tax since 2003
and extended it in 2009. Don’t
buy their argument that it will be
enough to send people outside of
town to buy gas.

Experience with our previous
gas taxes has shown this to be
false. Gas prices change daily and
vary widely. Who’s going to drive
20 to 60 miles to maybe save a
nickel per gallon?

Be a part of the solution for our
town. Vote yes on Measure 30-57.

Chuck Wood
Pendleton
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