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No benefit hike for Social Security next year

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Older Americans got a double
dose of bad news Thursday:
There will be no cost-of-
living increase in Social
Security benefits next year,
and Medicare bills are set to
soar for many.

It’s just the third time in
40 years that Social Security
payments will remain flat. All
three times have come since
2010.

The annual cost-of-living
adjustment, or COLA, by
law is based on a government
measure of inflation that was
released Thursday. Low gas
prices — a boon to all Amer-
icans — are driving down
consumer prices. Currently
the average price of a gallon
of regular gasoline is $2.30,
about 90 cents less than it was
ayear ago, according to AAA.

Regardless of inflation, the
lack of a COLA isn’t sitting
well with many seniors, espe-
cially those on a fixed income.

“The price of food has
gone up. (The) price of where
you live has gone up unless

you live in a government-as-
sisted place. Where are you
going to get the money to live
on?” said Susan Bradshaw,
who lives in a retirement
community in Atlanta.

The COLA announcement
did bring some good tax-re-
lated news for high-income
workers.

Social Security is financed
by a 124 percent tax on
wages up to $118,500, with
half paid by workers and the
other half paid by employers.
The amount of wages subject
to Social Security taxes
usually goes up each year. But
because there is no COLA, it
will remain at $118,500.

But as far as benefits
are concerned, the lack of
a COLA will affect more
than 70 million people, over
one-fifth of the nation’s
population. Almost 60 million
retirees, disabled workers,
spouses and children get
Social Security benefits. The
average monthly payment is
$1,224.

It will also trigger a spike

in Medicare deductibles and
premiums, though dozens of
advocacy groups are lobbying
Congress to prevent that.

Most  Social ~ Security
recipients have their Medi-
care Part B premiums for
outpatient care deducted
directly from their Social
Security ~ payments, and
the annual cost-of-living
increase is usually enough to
cover any rise in premiums.
When that doesn’t happen, a
long-standing federal “hold
harmless” law protects the
majority of beneficiaries from
having their Social Security
payments reduced.

But that leaves about 30
percent of Medicare bene-
ficiaries on the hook for a
premium increase that other-
wise would be spread among
all. Those who would pay the
higher premiums include 2.8
million new beneficiaries,
1.6 million whose premiums
aren’t deducted from their
Social Security payments,
and 3.1 million people with
higher incomes.
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\f CHI st.
Hospital

Free Adult
Flu Shots

Pendleton Convention Center

Parking Lot

Drive Through Clinic

Monday, October 26, 7 AM — 2 PM
Tuesday, October 27, 11 AM - 6 PM

For convenience, please
wear a short sleeve shirt.
For more information, contact Tracy

541-278-3262

Anthony

Imagine better health.™

2801 St. Anthony Way
Pendleton, OR 97801
www.sahpendleton.org
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Corrections

The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely regrets any errors. If
you notice a mistake in the paper, please call 541-966-0818.
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They’ve served our country with
courage and honor. They’ve left
behind loved ones to risk their lives
in protecting their country. They’ve
defended our freedoms and ideals.

PRICES

1x4 - *40.00
2x3 - *55.00

They make us proud to be Full Color
Americans. Included
Join us for Veterans Day, Private Party Only )

Wednesday, November 11, 2015 in
the East Oregonian and Hermiston
Herald, as we honor the men and
women of the U.S. Military. Their
courage, hard work and sacrifice
are the backbone of our nation,
protecting freedom, liberty, justice
and all we hold dear.

i Bring in or call 1-800-522-0255
with a photo and message to your
hero to give them a special thanks.

DEADLINE
Wednesday, November 5"

For more information call Paula at
541-278-2678 or 1-800-522-0255 or
Hermiston Herald at 541-564-4530.

2x3 EXAMPLE

We are so
proud of you
for serving
your country.

JOSEPH SMITH

Thank you for
your service!

Love Evelyn,
Joe and Cheryl

Love always
Marcy, Julie &
Emily
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