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meted to about 20,000 in 
the 1990s because of over-

and the effects of hatchery 

In recent years, 

increased coho numbers: 

from 100,000 to 350,000 

say poor ocean conditions 

degraded habitat and inad-

habitat for the rearing of 

-

jurisdictions, farmers, 

timber companies and

as the Board of Forestry, 

buffers near streams, and
the Department of Agri-

-

groups that sued this

“We need bigger buffers

restoration and strength-

NOAA Fisheries esti-
mates the cost of recovery

depending on the effective-
ness of improvements to

COHO: Poor ocean conditions, 
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-

CAPECO, she said, and 
the excess is donated to the 
Oregon Food Bank through 

Farmers Ending Hunger 

John Burt, executive 

organization ever received at 

pounds of donated stuff 

getting bigger — potatoes, 

potatoes out of the ground, 
-

up to harvest the potatoes 
Wednesday morning, and 

provided transportation to 

“Farmers Ending Hunger
is a great organization,” he

and farmers around here 

———
Contact Sean Hart at

smhart@eastoregonian.com
or 541-564-4534.
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has received from its share 
of the state gas tax over 

before asserting that more 

-

medium the association 
PAC has used to attack the 

Jeff Eager, a Bend 
attorney contracted by 

campaign, said the PAC is 
behind a Facebook page that 

anti-gas tax messages since 

Under the name “No 

as of Wednesday afternoon 
and has been aggressive in 

a 1-2 punch,” it says at the 
bottom of the photograph, 

the gas tax and the proposed 

reached for comment as of 

said the campaign against 

its a matter of protecting his 

Byrnes and Eager spoke 
East Oregonian 

present their case against the 

services gas station in Pend-

reaction to the tax, Byrnes 

Reservation, or Hermiston, 

suggestion that the city 
spend more state gas tax 
money on road preservation 
instead of overhead, Byrnes 

-

-

-

-

pro-gas tax PAC spends over 

said the committee has 
raised $1,500 so far and 

PAC member Chuck Wood 

budget requires they target 

a shoestring, committee 

PAC members pointed to 
a city statistic that said Pend-

Added to another proposed 
fee, the city projected it 

per year from residents, 

if it had higher gas prices, 
evidenced by the gas tax for 
Airport Road sunsetting a 

the funds it needed for the 

One reason street repair 

from the state gas tax have 
shrunk is the increasing 

of the state gas tax, Wood 

But in the meantime, 

“If this does not go 

serious consequences,” he 

———
Contact Antonio Sierra at 

asierra@eastoregonian.com 
or 541-966-0836.  
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estimated to cost tax payers 

-

expected from a 10-year 

Potts said the district is in 

“We need to have the equip-

the years, costs have gone 

enough to operate day to 

and upgrades in the next 10 
years — far more than this 

“The air packs are 19 

and a 1979 heavy rescue 

truck and a 1997 engine, 
according to information 

equipment suffers a cata-

residents may end up having 
to pay more to insure their 

“These apparatus are starting 
to cost us money from a 

-
-

ters for quicker response 
times, according to informa-

For more information 
-

FIRE: 
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Staff photo by E.J. Harris

A potato harvester digs up and then loads pota-
toes into a semi trailer in a plot at the Hermiston 
Agricultural Research & Extension Center.

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

John Walchli’s potato processing facility is completely taken over to wash, sort and package donated potatoes on 
Wednesday outside of Hermiston.

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Bags of donated potatoes are stacked onto a pallet 
Wednesday at John Walchli’s potato processing facility 
outside of Hermiston.

POTATO: 

“The air packs are 19 years old, and these are what our 
firefighters are using to go into deadly atmospheres and 

conditions, and they’re relying on that equipment for their 
safety. We really need those air packs.”    — Lt. Steve Potts

 New Hours
 Wednesday–Saturday

 Lunch  11–1:30 PM
 Dinner  4:30–close
 Sunday Brunch  10–1:30 pm

 Open Nightly for Private Parties - No Room Fee

 Sundownbar&grill
 www.sundowngrill.com

 233 SE 4th St., Pendleton, OR 97801
 541-276-8500

 Photo by Walters Photography

 Formerly Raphael’s Restaurant


