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Tight housing market
has consequences
for young people

A lack of housing in some cities
in Eastern Oregon has contributed to
an increase in student homelessness.

During the 2014-15 school
year, districts statewide served
more than 20,500 K-12 students
that experienced homelessness
some time during the school year,
according to the Oregon Department
of Education. That makes for a 9
percent increase over the school year
prior. Most of the increase was for
students identified as “unsheltered,”
meaning they live in vehicles, tents
and other forms of substandard
housing.

superintendent, said the district
attempts to determine housing
status by contacting families of
students who have sudden irregular
attendance, behavioral issues or
changes in address.

“Identifying homeless students is
largely a word of mouth game,” she
said. “I suspect there are students in
our community that were missed in
our count.”

According to a recently released
report from Oregon Housing and
Community Services, 19 percent of
homeless Oregonians — more than
2,500 people — are under the age
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where they live.
This doesn’t mean
they are living
under bridges or on
sidewalks. Some
are in motels, others
in vehicles, some
precariously passed around on the
couches of friends. In any event,

it is horribly challenging to keep

up with homework, participate in
extracurricular activities, or live

up to peer expectations without

a consistent and safe housing
situation.

Data shows Pendleton School
District had the highest number of
homeless students in 2012-2013,

a number that has been dropping
since. From 2014-2015, it was down
to 36 students, or about 1.4 percent
of the student body. However,

staff changes at the district mean

the newest numbers may not be as
accurate as prior years.

In general, getting an accurate
count of homeless students is very
difficult.

Bryn Browning, Hermiston
School District assistant

increased by
9 percent from
the year prior.

with services. In
addition, all our
communities benefit
from concerned
citizens, churches
and charities that
make valiant efforts
to alleviate family crises that may
result in tenuous housing for local
kids.

It almost goes without saying
that some considerable percentage
of students’ homelessness would be
solved by better job opportunities for
the adults in their lives. However,
even hard-working couples find
it increasingly difficult to afford
housing in our growing state —
especially in cities like Pendleton
that lack a variety of affordable
rental options.

We all agree that young
people should not grow up in an
environment of homelessness, nor
the threat of it. And we all agree
that anything we can do to get our
young people to school, keep them
in school, and help them excel at
school will make their future — and
our future — better.

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of the East Oregonian editorial board of Publisher
Kathryn Brown, Managing Editor Daniel Wattenburger, and Opinion Page Editor Tim Trainor.
Other columns, letters and cartoons on this page express the opinions of the authors and not

necessarily that of the East Oregonian.
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Pendleton courts industry,

builds infrastructure

fforts have been underway

Eto make the airport L4
industrial complex -

competitive with other cities g' -

and [ want to take the time to o

make sure citizens have more
information about the process.
As you know, the community

™ asked Pacific Power to perform a
study to identify power capacity

and determine costs to expand
~ || the electrical capacity of the
industrial park.

Over a year ago, while we
were working on these plans,
we were approached by CyDat

voted to build a road to support Ross Industries, LLC —a subsidiary
industrial development in 2009 CORBETT | of Makad Corporation — hoping
and that was the first step to Comment | to lease land. As is customary,

attracting businesses and creating
additional jobs. While city
officials involved in the
project laid out the need for
extending infrastructure,
there was never much
of a dialogue with the
community about how we
were going to get it done.
The EO summed it up nicely in a
July 17,2011 editorial titled “Barnhart
Park needs city action to be marketable.
They wrote: “The fact remains the
site is barely an industrial park ... right
now potential industrial or business
developers would be taking the leap on
the basis of city promises to quickly
extend water and gas lines ... the city
council and manager should continue
to pursue purchasing ... land. Then the
city should run utilities, including sewer,
to the land so Pendleton does have an
industrial site of a large size ready to
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Since that time, we have continued
to court industrial businesses and we
have been mapping out a plan to do
exactly what the £O suggested — get
the infrastructure in place. We know that
there are 47 shovel ready industrial sites
available in the entire state. For us to
compete with these sites, we need utility
services.

In the last two years we have
budgeted funds for infrastructure to
this area. Infrastructure designs were
initiated earlier this year, and the city

This city
welcomes

CyDat.

we have created a list of
incentives for them to
complete a project here,
which includes free rent
over two years that will
likely include the course of
their construction phase. As
I said, this is vacant land so
the rent-free incentive is not

taking away from our budget.

If the project is completed the annual
tax revenue is estimated to be nearly
$300,000. This helps a number of taxing
districts including Umatilla County.
Additionally, the project would generate
over $29,000 per year to the airport and
significant revenue from franchise fees.

However, I want to be clear that
the incentives will not take away from
our existing operating budget and the
risk to the city if they don’t complete
the project is idle utility lines to our
industrial lands. Yes, they will benefit
from the extension of utilities but that
is what we need to do to attract any
industrial business.

The community wants to see
businesses take root in this area. We
are doing everything we can to lay the
groundwork to make it happen.

This city welcomes CyDat and
hope their investment in Pendleton
is successful as it would be so very
beneficial to us all.

[

Robb Corbett is the Pendleton city

manager.
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OTHER VIEWS
The Republican incompetence caucus

he House Republican caucus
I is close to ungovernable these
days. How did this situation
come about?

This was not just the work of the
Freedom Caucus or Ted Cruz or one
month’s activity. The Republican
Party’s capacity for effective self-

Political identity became a sort of
ethnic identity, and any compromise
was regarded as a blood betrayal.

A weird contradictory mentality
replaced traditional conservatism.
Republican radicals have contempt
for politics, but they still believe that
transformational political change

governance degraded slowly, over the DAVID can rescue the nation. Republicans
course of a long chain of rhetorical Brooks | developed a contempt for Washington
excesses, mental corruptions and comment | and government, but they elected

philosophical betrayals. Basically,

leaders who made the most lavish

the party abandoned traditional
conservatism for right-wing radicalism.
Republicans came to see themselves as
insurgents and revolutionaries, and every
revolution tends toward anarchy and ends up
devouring its own.

By traditional definitions, conservatism
stands for intellectual humility, a belief in
steady, incremental change, a preference for
reform rather than revolution, a respect for
hierarchy, precedence, balance and order, and
a tone of voice that is prudent, measured and
responsible. Conservatives of this disposition
can be dull, but they know how to nurture
and run institutions. They also see the nation
as one organic whole. Citizens may fall into
different classes and political factions, but
they are still joined by chains of affection that
command ultimate loyalty and love.

All of this has been overturned in
dangerous parts of the Republican Party.
Over the past 30 years, or at least since
Rush Limbaugh came on the scene, the
Republican rhetorical tone has grown ever
more bombastic, hyperbolic and imbalanced.
Public figures are prisoners of their own prose
styles, and Republicans from Newt Gingrich
through Ben Carson have become addicted to
a crisis mentality. Civilization was always on
the brink of collapse. Every setback, like the
passage of Obamacare, became the ruination
of the republic. Comparisons to Nazi Germany
became a staple.

This produced a radical mind-set.
Conservatives started talking about the Reagan
“revolution,” the Gingrich “revolution.”
Among people too ill educated to understand
the different spheres, political practitioners
adopted the mental habits of the entrepreneur.
Everything had to be transformational and
disruptive. Hierarchy and authority were
equated with injustice. Self-expression
became more valued than self-restraint and
coalition building. A contempt for politics
infested the Republican mind.

Politics is the process of making
decisions amid diverse opinions. It involves
conversation, calm deliberation, self-
discipline, the capacity to listen to other points
of view and balance valid but competing ideas
and interests.

But this new Republican faction regards
the messy business of politics as soiled
and impure. Compromise is corruption.
Inconvenient facts are ignored. Countrymen
with different views are regarded as aliens.

promises imaginable. Government
would be reduced by a quarter! Shutdowns
would happen! The nation would be saved
by transformational change! As Steven
Bilakovics writes in his book “Democracy
Without Politics,” “even as we expect ever
less of democracy we apparently expect ever
more from democracy.”

This anti-political political ethos produced
elected leaders of jaw-dropping incompetence.
Running a government is a craft, like
carpentry. But the new Republican officials
did not believe in government and so did
not respect its traditions, its disciplines and
its craftsmanship. They do not accept the
hierarchical structures of authority inherent in
political activity.

In his masterwork, “Politics as a Vocation,”
Max Weber argues that the pre-eminent
qualities for a politician are passion, a feeling
of responsibility and a sense of proportion.

A politician needs warm passion to impel
action but a cool sense of responsibility and
proportion to make careful decisions in a
complex landscape.

If a politician lacks the quality of
detachment — the ability to let the difficult
facts of reality work their way into the mind
— then, Weber argues, the politician ends up
striving for the “boastful but entirely empty
gesture.” His work “leads nowhere and is
senseless.”

Welcome to Ted Cruz, Donald Trump and
the Freedom Caucus.

Really, have we ever seen bumbling on this
scale, people at once so cynical and so naive,
so willfully ignorant in using levers of power
to produce some tangible if incremental good?
These insurgents can’t even acknowledge
democracy’s legitimacy — if you can’t
persuade a majority of your colleagues, maybe
you should accept their position. You might be
wrong!

People who don’t accept democracy
will be bad at conversation. They won’t
respect tradition, institutions or precedent.
These figures are masters at destruction but
incompetent at construction.

These insurgents are incompetent at
governing and unwilling to be governed. But
they are not a spontaneous growth. It took a
thousand small betrayals of conservatism to
get to the dysfunction we see all around.

u

David Brooks became a New York Times

Op-Ed columnist in September 2003.
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Vote for gas tax if you want
Pendleton streets to improve

The only issue on November’s ballot is to
fix Pendleton’s streets or to let them continue
to deteriorate.

The fact is that funding to maintain
Pendleton streets comes entirely from state
and federal fuel tax and that revenue is not
enough to do the job. Unfortunately we’ve
ignored the problem for years. Here’s our
choice: Do nothing and continue to complain
or vote yes on a 5-cent gas tax and get about
the business of preservation, restoration and
reconstruction of existing paved streets.

We can point fingers all we want and the
potholes will only get deeper. Vote yes on
ballot measure 30-57.

Karen L. Hill
Pendleton

True blue Oregon Duck fans
still support football team

David Burns of Pendleton was complaining
(EO, Oct. 10) about this year’s University
of Oregon football team. It’s a long letter, so
you’re going to have to read it yourself to
make sense of what I say. It was also written
before the double overtime loss to Washington
State later that Saturday.

Mr. Burns, graduating from the U of O in

the “70s does not make you “a real ‘Duck.””

I can tell by your letter you are not a “real
Duck.” I graduated in 1972, but I have been a
“real Duck” since 1964.

After the loss to Utah, rather than hide my
allegiance, [ went out my way to show the
men from Eugene that I was still behind them
as any “real Duck” would do. As times get
worse on the field, it’s even more important
for the “real Ducks” to stand up, rather than
complain after five games like Mr. Burns
(you need to spend more time worrying about
what Homer Simpson is up to at your nuclear
power plant).

You begin the second paragraph by reciting
a litany of our recent success. If I’'m not
mistaken, that success was due in large part to
a young man who is now playing quarterback
for the Tennessee Titans. Marcus Mariota is
not walking through the door again. Unless
[’'m wrong, he also never walked through the
door before in all the years the U of O has
been playing football since 1884.

We had lighting in a bottle during the time
that young man was on campus. You should
revel in the joy that gave you. I am glad to
know you are such a fair weather fan and have
given up on the team I will always love. It
would be horrifying to think some Saturday
that I’'m rooting for the same team as you.

Patrick J. Delaney
Hermiston

LETTERS POLICY

The East Oregonian welcomes original letters of 400 words or less on public issues
and public policies for publication in the newspaper and on our website. The newspaper
reserves the right to withhold letters that address concerns about individual services and
products or letters that infringe on the rights of private citizens. Submitted letters must
be signed by the author and include the city of residence and a phone number. Send let-
ters to 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801 or email editor @eastoregonian.com.



