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Turning the
disenfranchised

into the

As is the tendency of most hot
topics, Oregon’s motor voter bill

that passed the Legislature this past
session has cooled off considerably

now that it’s into the nitty gritty
implementation phase.

Interim Secretary of State Jeanne

Atkins is making her way around

the state now, asking for feedback

on how to apply the rule that will
go into effect on January 1. She

registered

problems. If you don’t like the idea
of the state handling your info,
we’ve got some bad news for you
— you’re already in their databanks.
During her visit, Atkins said she is
fully confident in her team’s ability
to create a fully functional system
for registration. Even though she’s
an interim secretary of state and will
be out of the office once the new
system is fully operational, we’ll
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borrowing the name pay the bill. We’d argue that

from the 1995
congressional bill

that requires state DM Vs to provide
voter registration to eligible citizens.
The state Legislature passed a bill
in March that cleaned up some of

that work for the DMV and will
automatically connect eligible

citizens who get or renew a license
with the secretary of state’s office.

The office will then send a form
to the prospective voter asking if

they’d like to register to vote and, if

so, what party they’d like to join.

While the opt-out box will be big
and bold at the top of the form, if
the form isn’t returned the recipient
will automatically be registered as
a non-affiliated voter and will begin
receiving ballots in the next election

cycle.

This caused consternation, as
some people get uncomfortable
when the state government starts
passing around their personal
information. And the expense of
sending out ballots to thousands
more people who have shown no
interest in voting bothers others.

Both arguments make some
sense. Oregon’s track record on

sophisticated online technology has

some major blemishes in the past

few years, and the path to becoming
a registered voter is already easy for
anyone with even an inkling of an

interest.
But the great value of this new
process overshadows the small

making sure the

public is involved
in the electoral process is among the
best ways government can spend our
money.

In this case, Oregon is again
acting as a national leader. Instead
of shrugging off the fact that the
average citizen doesn’t care to be
involved, or — even worse —
working to keep the disenfranchised
out of the conversation, we’re
actively welcoming every citizen
over the age of 18 to the process.

The open arms approach won’t
convince everyone to join, but it’s
the least we can do.

It will be a real-world civics
lesson for many when that first
ballot arrives and they see how
many elected positions and measures
are put before them. And it will
allow people to vote, eeven if they
didn’t think too much about it until
Election Day was nearly upon
them. That’s a big one, because as it
stands now you can’t register to vote
in Oregon in the last three weeks
before an election.

We’re always in favor of a
more informed electorate, and as
a newspaper we look for ways to
educate readers about what’s on the
ballot. If somebody only wants to
vote on one candidate or measure
they feel strongly about once in their
life, this will make that possible.
And that’s fulfilling the promise of
democracy.

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of the East Oregonian editorial board of Publisher
Kathryn Brown, Managing Editor Daniel Wattenburger, and Opinion Page Editor Tim Trainor.
Other columns, letters and cartoons on this page express the opinions of the authors and not

necessarily that of the East Oregonian.
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Obama’s Syrian nightmare

the Obama presidency, a debacle

of staggering proportions. For
more than four years now, the war has
festered. A country has been destroyed,
4 million Syrians are refugees, Islamic
State has moved into the vacuum and
President Bashar Assad still drops
barrel bombs whose shrapnel and

Syria will be the biggest blot on

)

breakthroughs will play out remains
to be seen, but they constitute a
victory over sterile confrontation.)
Elsewhere, however, he has undersold
American power. In Syria and Libya
he has washed his hands of conflicts
that the United States could not turn
its back on. Such negligence comes
back to bite America, as its experience

chlorine rip women and children to gggi; in Afghanistan since the 1980s has
shreds. Comment shown. Nobody loves a vacuum like

For a long time, those who fled

a jihadi. And nobody likes American

waited in the neighborhood. They
wanted to go home. They filled camps in
Turkey and Jordan and Lebanon. When it
became clear even to them that “home” no
longer existed, nothing could stop them in
their desperate flight toward
the perceived security of
Europe. The refugee crisis
is the chronicle of a disaster

Obama has

wobbliness like Vladimir Putin.

In 2011, Obama said, “The time has come
for President Assad to step aside.” At that
time, as events have shown, the president had
no policy in place to achieve that objective
and no will to forge such a
policy. His words were of a
grave irresponsibility.

In 2013, with France

foretold. Impo rtant poised to join the United
The refugees do not care F . . States in military strikes
what “Christian” Europe oreign pOl ICY on Syria, Obama walked
thinks. They are beyond . away at the last minute from
caring about Europe’s ac h levements upholding his “red line” on
hang-ups or illusions. They — | ran a nd the Assad regime’s use of

want their children to live.
In their homeland, more
than 200,000 people have
been killed. Statistics numb,
but less so when you know
the dead. This evisceration

Cuba —but

elsewhere he
has undersold

chemical weapons. In so
doing, he reinforced Assad,
reinforced Putin, declined

to change the course of the
Syrian war, and diminished
America’s word in the world

of a state is a consequence Americq n — setbacks of far greater
of many things, among them significance than ridding
Western inaction. power. Syria of chemical weapons.

American
interventionism can
have terrible consequences, as the Iraq
war has demonstrated. But American
non-interventionism can be equally
devastating, as Syria illustrates.

Not doing something is no less of a
decision than doing it. The pendulum swings
endlessly between interventionism and
retrenchment because the United States is
hard-wired to the notion that it can make
the world a better place. Looking inward for
long is a non-option for a nation that is also
a universal idea. Every major conflict poses
the question of how far America should get
involved.

President Barack Obama has tried to claw
back American overreach after the wars
without victory in Afghanistan and Iraq. He
has responded to a mood of national weariness
with foreign adventure (although Americans
have not been very happy with Obama’s
pivot to prudence). He has tried better to
align American power with what is, in his
perception, America’s limited ability to make
a difference on its own at a time of growing
interdependence.

One definition of the Obama doctrine came
from the president last year when he declared:
“It avoids errors. You hit singles, you hit
doubles; every once in a while we may be
able to hit a home run.” Or, more succinctly,
“Don’t do stupid stuff.”

But that’s not enough, as Syria
demonstrates. Obama has important foreign
policy achievements, including breakthrough
agreements with Iran and Cuba that took
courage and persistence. (How those

This was a mistake.

Yes, China and Russia
have consistently obstructed concerted action
on Syria in the United Nations Security
Council. Yes, the shifting array of forces and
interests in Syria has been a challenge to
policy. Yes, even limited intervention had its
dangers. But, no! Such ruination was not an
inevitable outcome.

At multiple stages, if Obama could have
mustered the will, the belief in American
power, there were options. The Syrian aircraft
dropping those barrel bombs could have been
taken out. A safe area for refugees might have
been created. Arming the rebels early and
massively might have changed the course
of the war. Counterfactuals, of course, don’t
carry much weight. We will never know. We
only know the facts of the Syrian nightmare
now seeping, in various forms, into the West.
Syria, broken, will be the rift that keeps on
giving.

In Libya, Obama bombed and abandoned.
In Afghanistan, Obama surged and retreated.
In Syria, Obama talked and wavered. He has
been comfortable with the pinpoint use of
force — the killing of Osama bin Laden for
example — but uncomfortable with American
military power.

Syria is the question the Obama doctrine
must answer if it is not to be deemed modest
to the point of meaninglessness.

]

Roger Cohen joined The New York Times
in 1990. He was a foreign correspondent for
more than a decade before becoming acting
foreign editor on Sept. 11, 2001, and foreign
editor six months later.

Modified aircraft could
defeat forest fires

In the Vietnam War the military
modified several C-130 aircraft to
gun ships with much firepower.
They would fly these aircraft in
tight circles around a small ground
target and direct their guns on that
target. They were very successful.

It is proposed to use this
technique to fight forest fires.
Instead of bullets it is pouring
water, lots of water, on the target
fire and accurately.

In operation the aircraft would
circle the target with full flaps for
maximum lift and minimum safe
speed, dumping its water payload
at a very high rate. It would be
like having a grossly oversized fire
truck stationed about 3,000 feet
above the fire with the fireman
directing his water nozzle to
accurately hit targets anywhere the
fireman chooses.

The major difference is the
water comes from onboard tanks
and not from a fire hydrant and is
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to outside forces.

very limited in quantity, so several
additional tanker aircraft may be
needed.

This capability of directly
applying water on the fire
accurately does not exist with any
equipment now and is a magnitude
superior. It is truly a major
breakthrough in fighting nature’s
worst malady, the forest fire.

This capability opens many new
doors, especially with adequate
numbers of these tanker aircraft.
Imagine being able to accurately
hit a small target on the ground,
like a home, the first try thus
saving it from the fire or more
likely just keeping the fire at bay.
Imagine extinguishing the forest
fire starting at one end of the fire
line and bit by bit extinguishing
it all the way to the other end all
systematically. Imagine being
able to extinguish a forest fire
solely from the air with no need
for ground personnel to make fire
breaks, etc. Imagine being able
to extinguish a forest fire in a few
hours and never more than a day.

Imagine if our nation had a
fleet of 20 to 30 of these tanker
aircraft. There would probably be
no more major forest fires, leaving
only small ones that are quickly
extinguished.
If our elected leadership
are apprised of this superior
capability they should be willing
to get the ball rolling for its
development.
Joseph C. Coomer
Oak Harbor, Wash.

Simplified tax code
would help economy

I feel fortunate to live in a
part of Oregon that allows my
family and me to enjoy all of the
resources, beauty, and quality of
life that our state can offer.

Naturally, living in such an
area doesn’t come without its
challenges. Our community relies
heavily on agriculture and tourism
for jobs and economic growth.
These are industries that have
historically been very susceptible

The current talk in Washington
about raising taxes on the energy
industry could have a very negative
impact on businesses like these.

As a small business owner, |
understand just how important the
overall public policy and economic
climate is to the success of any
business.

But it’s not just local businesses
that would be at risk with higher
energy taxes. Many Central
Oregonians drive considerable
distances for everyday needs
like grocery and health care
services. That would become more
expensive if the energy industry
pays higher taxes that then get

passed on to consumers — as they
always do.
Instead of singling out one
industry for a targeted tax
increase, we should be looking
at broad-based tax reform that
closes loopholes and cleans up a
tax code that hasn’t had a serious
house-cleaning since 1986. If
Washington politicians continue to
insist on rigging the tax code rather
than reforming it, we will be in for
a world of hurt here in Oregon.
However, if we make taxes
fairer and simpler, we can spur
economic growth and job creation.
That’s what we need.
Ken Taylor
Prineville

LETTERS POLICY

The East Oregonian welcomes original letters of 400 words or less
on public issues and public policies for publication in the newspaper
and on our website. The newspaper reserves the right to withhold
letters that address concerns about individual services and products
or letters that infringe on the rights of private citizens. Submitted
letters must be signed by the author and include the city of resi-
dence and a daytime phone number. The phone number will not be
published. Unsigned letters will not be published. Send letters to
Managing Editor Daniel Wattenburger, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton,
OR 97801 or email editor@eastoregonian.com.



