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Oregon sheriff indicted in
excessive force investigation

KLAMATH FALLS (AP) — The sheriff
of Klamath County has been indicted
following allegations he used excessive force
against inmates.

Sheriff Frank Skrah was arraigned Friday
and did not enter a plea.

The Oregon Department of Justice says
a grand jury indicted Skrah on charges
including harassment, official misconduct,
assault and strangulation.

As a condition of his release from jail,
he’s not allowed to patrol, participate in
traffic stops or have contact with inmates or
suspects.

Skrah said at a news conference Thursday
that he hasn’t caused harm to anyone while on
duty. County commissioners have said Skrah
should take paid leave, but he’s refused.

Seven deputies were granted paid,
non-disciplinary leave when they said Skrah
retaliated against them after they were
interviewed by Oregon Department of Justice
investigators. The sheriff disputes those
claims.

Rescuers find 2 missing hikers
in Opal Creek Wilderness

SALEM (AP) — Rescuers have found two
hikers who were missing in the Opal Creek
Wilderness.

Lt. Chris Baldridge of the Marion County
Sheriff’s Office says deputies found the
women alive and well Friday morning. They
were identified as 65-year-old Launie Fanning
of Oregon City and 57-year-old Karen
Coleman of Portland.

The women were reported missing after
they didn’t return from a day hike Thursday.

Troutdale high school shooter’s
brother wants rifle back

PORTLAND (AP) — The brother of a
teen who fatally shot a Troutdale high school
student and injured a teacher has asked that
authorities return the rifle that was used in last
year’s school shooting.

Lucas Padgett, who owned the rifle,
filed a motion with the Multnomah County
Circuit Court Aug. 13 asking that the rifle,
ammunition, a bulletproof vest and other
items be returned to him by the Troutdale
Police Department and the state of Oregon.

The Oregonian reports a judge will
consider the motion at a hearing Tuesday.

Jared Padgett, a 15-year-old freshman,
brought two guns, nine ammunition
magazines and a large knife to Reynolds
High School in June 2014. He shot and killed
Emilio Hoffiman and wounded a teacher
before turning the gun on himself.

Oregon to receive $4 million
to analyze rape Kits

SALEM (AP) — Oregon will receive $4
million in funds as part of a national effort
to reduce the thousands of backlogged rape
evidence kits that haven’t yet been tested.

The Statesman Journal reports Marion,
Lane and Multnomah counties will receive
$2 million from the Manhattan District
Attorney’s Office, and the Portland Police
Bureau will receive $2 million from the U.S.
Department of Justice.

Officials on Thursday announced the
grants from the New York district attorney
and the DOJ, saying the funds will go toward
clearing backlogs in 27 states.

The three Oregon counties have about
3,000 untested kits combined, compared to an
estimated 70,000 nationwide.

According to the Multnomah County
District Attorney’s Office, the process will
take about two years to complete.

Police: Man urinated on
passengers aboard flight

PORTLAND (AP) — An Oregon man is
facing charges after authorities say he urinated
on passengers on a flight from Anchorage to
Portland, Oregon.

KOIN-TV reports 27-year-old Jeff Rubin
was arrested early Friday after JetBlue Flight
47 arrived at Portland International Airport.

A police report says passengers and
airline employees told officers Rubin had
been sleeping for most of the flight. About
30 minutes before landing, he stood up and
began urinating through the crack between the
seats in front of him — onto the passengers
sitting there.

The report says he lost his balance and fell
backward, spraying urine on passengers, seats
and luggage.

Rubin spent about five hours in jail.

He faces charges of criminal mischief and
offensive littering.

Rubin did not immediately respond to a
message seeking comment.

Judge allows tribal lawsuit
over oil trains to proceed

SEATTLE (AP) — A federal judge has
allowed a lawsuit by the Swinomish Indian
Tribal Community to proceed against BNSF
Railway over oil train shipments.

The tribe sued BNSF in April, alleging
the company is violating an agreement that
restricts the number of trains that can cross its
reservation on Fidalgo Island.

U.S. District Judge Robert Lasnik on
Friday denied BNSF’s request to have the
case dismissed or stayed. The railway argued
the matter should go before the federal
Surface Transportation Board. The judge
wrote that referring the case is “neither
efficient nor necessary.”

The tribe’s lawsuit argues that a 1991
easement signed by the BNSF’s predecessor
only allows two 25-car trains each day. It says
several 100-car trains carrying crude oil from
the Bakken region cross the reservation each
week. The tracks serve to oil refineries in
Anacortes.

Swinomish Chairman Brian Cladoosby
says the matter should be decided in federal
court.

A message left with a BNSF spokesman
was not immediately returned.
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BRING HOME MORE

* More than 900 photographs, including
rare images from family collections, many
never before published

* Complete list of a century of rodeo
winners and Round-Up royalty

* Available in hardcover (65 includes
shipping & handling) or Hamley’s
leather-bound limited edition (260
includes shipping & handling)

“Pendleton Round-Up at 100 is a wonderful recollection of one of our country’s most prized possessions”
Larry Mahan World All-around Rodeo Champion 1966 to 1970

* 128 pages

* More than 300 full-color
photographs taken by
award-winning photographers

* Updated list of 2010 winners,
directors and royalty

* Available in hardcover *44”

includes shipping & handling

ORDER BY E-MAIL:
roundupbook@eopubco.org

ORDER ONLINE:
eastoregonian.com/roundupbook

ORDER BY PHONE:
(503) 385-4911

Books can also be purchased from the East Oregonian office at
211 S.E. Byers Ave. in Pendleton and from local retailers
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