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Audit: Oregon
Lottery can’t detect
illegal casinos

SALEM (AP) — A state
audit says the Oregon Lottery
is unable to detect businesses
that may be using video poker
machines to operate as illegal
casinos.

The audit was released
Thursday by the secretary of
state’s office.

The Oregon constitution
prohibits “casinos” but
doesn’t define them.

Auditors say that lottery
officials use subjective
measures to enforce the rule,
such as whether a business
looks like a casino. Auditors
found many retailers that
derived more than half of
their income from lottery
machines.

Auditors recommend that
lottery officials put more
emphasis on evaluating a
retailer’s sources of income
and work with the Legislature
to come up with a firm
definition of “casino.”

Lottery director Jack
Roberts says actions that
might diminish lottery
revenue would lower funding
for schools, parks and
economic development.

Prineville OKs tax
deal for Facebook
big data center

PRINEVILLE (AP) —
Facebook has been approved
for a new data center in
Prineville that is expected to
save the social-networking
company tens of millions of
dollars.

The Oregonian reports
the City Council and Crook
County commissioners
signed off on a 15-year deal
Wednesday for Facebook to
build its third and largest data
center in the central Oregon
community.

County property records
show Facebook has already
spent nearly $780 million
in Prineville. The new deal
requires Facebook to pay
local governments $190,000
annually plus the $110,000
it already pays each year
for its existing data centers.
In exchange, the company
would receive property tax
exemptions.

Although Facebook has
indicated its plans to build a
third facility in Prineville, the

company says it will make a
final decision by the end of
September.

Police capture
missing inmate

SALEM (AP) — The
Oregon Department of
Corrections says police have
captured an inmate who
walked away from a prison
work crew in Salem.

William Beebe was
arrested in Salem Thursday
afternoon, two days after he
was reported missing from a
10-man crew doing work near
an elementary school.

The 38-year-old inmate
entered the Santiam
Correctional Institution in
Salem this summer after he
was convicted in Marion
County of unauthorized use
of a vehicle. His earliest
release date is April 6, 2017.

Klamath sheriff
calls for deputies to
give up badges
KLAMATH FALLS (AP)
— Klamath County Sheriff
Frank Skrah is not responding
to a call from county
commissioners that he go on

leave pending the outcome
of a criminal investigation

put on leave over alleged
retaliation by him should give
up their badges and guns,
because he can’t properly
supervise them. He also said
neither he nor any of his
deputies have been involved
in any misconduct requiring
disciplinary action.

Earlier this week the state
Department of Justice said
it was conducting a criminal
investigation on Skrah, but
wouldn’t say what it was
about. He has not been
charged.

Oregon seeks
proposals to open
17 new liquor stores

PORTLAND (AP)

— The Oregon Liquor
Control Commission voted
Wednesday to accept
proposals for up to 17 new
liquor stores in the Portland
metro area.

OLCC officials say they’re
open to a variety of business
models, including liquor sales
within an existing business.

OLCC officials say

Agriculture secretary promises more
sage grouse spending across West

Associated Press

BILLINGS, Mont.
The federal government
plans to spend more than
$200 million over the next
three years on programs to
protect greater sage grouse in
Western states — regardless
of whether the bird receives
federal protections, U.S.
Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack said.

Vilsack told The Asso-
ciated Press that he wants
to almost double protected
habitat for the chicken-sized
bird, to 8 million acres by
2018. He also promised more
spending on conservation
easements for private land-
owners, to limit residential
development in sage grouse
habitat and to restore
wetlands used by the birds.

A formal announcement
was planned for Thursday
during an event in Portland,

It’s part of an ongoing

campaign by the Obama
administration to demon-
strate its commitment to
staving off further declines in
grouse populations.

The bird’s fate has
become a potential political
liability heading into the 2016
election. Federal protections
could prompt limits on
energy drilling, grazing and
other activities across the
grouse’s 11-state range.

Republicans have seized
on the issue as supposed
evidence of wildlife protec-
tion laws run amuck. They
say it underscores the urgent
need to scale back the federal
Endangered Species Act.

Sage  grouse  were
proposed for protections
under the act in 2010, but
they were not put in place
because of other priorities.

Vilsack said the admin-
istration was seeking to
balance concerns over the
bird’s future with economic

reality.

“Diversity of wildlife
is important. Diversity of
economy 1S important as
well,” he said in an interview.
“We want our working lands
to be productive, and we
also want to make sure we
maintain what’s unique to the
value of that terrain.”

Under a court settlement
with environmentalists,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service faces a September 30
deadline to decide if protec-
tions are needed.

The future spending
Vilsack described is in
addition to more than $400
million spent on sage grouse
conservation since 2010.
Future spending pledges —
and additional money from
states, conservation groups
and others — would bump
the overall tally to more than
$750 million for sage grouse
through 2018, according to
federal officials.

the three-county Portland
metro area is particularly
underserved, with just one
liquor store per 25,000
residents compared with
16,000 statewide. Thirty

of him by the state Attorney years ago, there was one

General’s Office. liquor store for every 12,000
Instead, on Thursday he residents statewide, according

released a copy of a letterhe ~ t0 OLCC figures.

sent to the county’s lawyer The OLCC aims to have

suggesting eight patrol new stores open in spring

deputies who asked to be 2016, Patridge said.
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- 17 under
¢ Senior Day - Wednesday $37 - RUP, HC, BBQ
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¢ 4 Pack - Thursday $44 -
Inside Hall of

1114 SW Court Ave * Pendleton, OR
541-276-2553

www.pendletonroundup.com
Hours: 8:30 -5 Mon- Fri Sat 10-4

4 RUP, 4 hotdogs, 4 sodas

Fame Building

Diagnosis & Treatment:

* Ingrown/Fungal Toenails

* Bunions/Bone Spurs

* Ankle & Foot Injuries/Fractures
* Ulcers/Skin Disorders

* Warts

STACEY J. CLARKE, DPM

& TRavIS T. HAMPTON, DPM

Pendleton Medical Center Suite 11 « Pendleton, OR 97801
(541) 963-0265 * (888) 843-9090

Seeing Patients in Pendleton
Starting September 8

Also Seeing Patients in La Grande

Hammer Toe

Special Services:

* Board Certified Care
* X-rays - In Office
* Sports Medicine

* Hospital & Office Based Surgery

e Corns/Calluses

e Hammertoes

* Ankle Pain & Instability
e Routine Toenail Care

* Orthotics/Arch Supports

Bunion




