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Soldiers arrive at wildfire near John Day

100 National Guard
troops to help in
Malheur National Forest

BEND (AP) National
Guard soldiers newly trained as
firefighters have started arriving
at fire camp in Eastern Oregon to
help mop up a blaze that destroyed
more than three dozen homes and
burned through more than 115
square miles.

Fire spokeswoman Stefanie
Gatchell said about 100 National
Guard troops will be briefed
Wednesday, then put to work
putting out hotspots, mopping
up, and rehabilitating the old fire
line of the blaze, located mostly
on the Malheur National Forest
south of John Day. It was started
by lightning two weeks ago.

The Bulletin newspaper of
Bend reports about half of the
troops are from Central Oregon.

Their arrival means other fire
crews — in short supply around
the West — can get some rest and
be reassigned to other fires.

The wildfire started two weeks
ago from lightning and was 42
percent contained Wednesday
morning, with full containment
expected Sept. 30.

A second group of about 250
Air and Army National Guard
troops will finish training Sunday,
Oregon Military  Department
spokesman Nick Choy said.

Elsewhere, firefighters have
set dates they expect to contain
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Oregon National Guard Spc. Nicholas Hall, right, listens to an instructor during wildland fire
training Aug. 25 in Salem. Gov. Kate Brown is activating additional Oregon National Guard
members to help fight destructive wildfires raging across the state.

all 120 of Oregon’s large wild-
fires, and unseasonable rain is
forecast for Friday night through
the weekend for western Oregon
from Portland to Ashland, with
a little bit making its way across
Eastern Oregon.

The Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality reports air
quality was good from Portland
to Roseburg, moderate in Grants

Pass, Bend, Hood River and La
Grande. It was unhealthy in much
of Morrow and Umatilla counties.

On the northwestern border
of Crater Lake National Park,
firefighters expect to have a wild-
fire fully contained by the end
of September. Fires east of Gold
Beach and east of Canyonville
are both set to be fully contained
Sunday.

National ~Weather  Service
forecaster Jay Stockton says an
unusually strong low pressure
zone developing off the coast
and will send rain across western
Oregon starting Friday night.
Amounts will range from a couple
inches in the Coast Range to less
than an inch in inland valleys.
There will be less than a quarter
inch east of the Cascades.

Attorney general probes Klamath County Sheriff’s Office

GRANTS PASS (AP) — The
Oregon attorney general’s office is
investigating the Klamath County
Sherift’s Office, but it won’t say

why.
Department of Justice
spokesman ~ Michael  Kron

acknowledged Tuesday that there
is an investigation, but he said he
could not say what it was about or
what prompted it.

Klamath County Sheriff Frank
Skrah issued a statement saying
he was told by county personnel
staff that a total of eight deputies
— five of them patrol deputies
— were on paid administrative
leave, at least five of them from
the patrol division, and that he was
not consulted.

Skrah did not return calls earlier
Tuesday from The Associated

Press for more information.

Klamath County Commis-
sioner Kelley Minty Morris said
seven deputies had been placed on
non-disciplinary paid administra-
tive leave at their request. Morris
added that she could not discuss
why.

“While the board of commis-
sioners wants to be open with the
public, there are just a lot of things
legally we cannot comment on,”
she said.

But Becky Gallagher, a
Eugene lawyer who represents the
Klamath County Peace Officers’
Association, said the state’s crim-
inal investigation is directed at
Skrah. Gallagher said the deputies’
union had gone to the county last
week asking them to put the depu-
ties on paid administrative leave.

“Deputies who asked to go on
leave are all the ones interviewed
by the Oregon Department of
Justice as part of their criminal
investigation of the sheriff,”
Gallagher said.

Skrah also did not return a call
and email for comment Tuesday
evening from The Associated
Press about Gallagher’s state-
ments.

Gallagher said the reason for
the leave has to do with “retalia-
tion and workplace harassment
by the sheriff.” The union filed
an unfair labor practice complaint
against the county because of the
sheriff’s actions, , Gallagher said.

According to that complaint,
in May union president Corporal
Daren Krag — one of the deputies
who is on leave — sent an email

to Skrah outlining union-related
issues having to do with court
security, body-armor vests, and
Krag not being paid for overtime
work.

In response, the complaint says,
the sheriff changed Krag’s shift,
cancelled his participation in some
activities and declined to pay his
overtime. The complaint, which
was filed on May 21, also says
Skrah issued a write-up to Krag
for not completing an inventory
memo on time.

According to the complaint, the
above actions were taken by the
sheriff to “chill, impede, retaliate
and interfere” with the deputies’
union business and the work of its
president.

Gallagher did not say why the
other deputies were also on leave.

Review finds
Hanford plant
vulnerabilities

RICHLAND, Wash. (AP) — A
partial review of an unfinished nuclear
waste treatment plant on the Hanford
Nuclear Reservation found 362
vulnerabilities in its design, according
to the watchdog group Hanford Chal-
lenge, which obtained a leaked copy of
the review.

The 7Tri-City Herald reported
Wednesday that the information in the
review was a surprise because the U.S.
Department of Energy told the state of
Washington that there were no major
known technical issues remaining
for the plant’s Low Activity Waste
Facility.

Contractor Bechtel National, which
is designing and building the plant
for the Energy Department, said the
review is an example of the oversight
that is a standard part of the vitrifica-
tion plant project.

Hanford, located near Richland, for
decades made plutonium for nuclear
weapons. The site is now engaged in
cleaning up the nation’s largest collec-
tion of nuclear waste.

The $12.3 billion Hanford vitrifica-
tion plant is designed to turn nuclear
waste into a glasslike substance for
eventual burial. Work on the plant has
stopped while design and safety issues
are addressed.

The Low Activity Waste Facility is
one of four major buildings being built
on the vitrification plant campus. It is
expected to start operating in 2022.

Bechtel said it provided the review
team with comments on an early
version of the report.

The draft contained factual inaccu-
racies and fewer than 5 percent of the
comments were new and none were
major, Bechtel said. The issues are
being addressed, Bechtel said.

“Unfortunately, today’s new details
about problems with constructing the
Hanford Waste Treatment Plant are not
surprising,” said U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden,
D-Oregon. “The safety issues at
Hanford, coupled with multiple failed
attempts to silence whistleblowers
speaking out about concerns at the site,
have been ongoing.”

Wyden said the report was released
by an employee who was afraid to
come forward publicly.
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