
Page 8A East Oregonian Tuesday, August 25, 2015OFF PAGE ONE

resources battling the 
blaze, to the point where 

to heat exhaustion. Over 
the next three days, the 

tens of thousands of acres 

its path.
On Monday, the Malheur 

National Forest released 
a play-by-play retelling 
of its response between 
Wednesday, Aug. 12 and 
Friday, Aug. 14 in an effort 
to describe how exactly the 

and grew into such a 
powerful, destructive force.

Forest Supervisor Steve 
-

about what happened 

days, and the Forest Service 

of the events leading up to 

of control.
“People just wonder 

there,” Beverlin said. “We 

we did.”

terrain: the Mason Springs 

the Strawberry Mountain 
Wilderness.

12 following a three-day 

Oregon. A total of 12 new 

Malheur National Forest 

north and east of the Indian 

The Forest Service 
deployed one heavy air 

-

a 20-person hand crew, one 
bulldozer and two water 

on an order granting special 
-

the wilderness area.
By Wednesday after-

noon, crews had surrounded 

with dozer and retardant 

enough to reassign one of 
their helicopters to Berry 

-
ingly aggressive. One 

to the hospital with heat 
exhaustion, but has since 
recovered and rejoined the 
line, Beverlin said.

burning actively to the 

protection engines, one 

of Forestry to get a better 
handle on the blaze.

Meanwhile, the 10-acre 

line Thursday after high 

about 400 feet away. It was 

-

“I believe we did every-
thing we could with the 
resources we had available 

Mother Nature has other 

happened.”
By Friday, Aug. 14 the 

Mason Springs had grown 

and crossed the highway 

-

evacuation notices.

Canyon City, John Day, 
Dayville, Mount Vernon, 

while the incident 

-
tion.

-

Gulch and the J-Bar-L 

further adding to the 
juggling act of assigning 
resources.

Between noon and 6 

burned to the ground.

said. “We live here, too.

happen to our neighbors

loss that everybody feels.”
Later that evening, local

thin across the Northwest

continue to burn in Oregon
and Washington.

-

-

hearts go out to all who lost 

Beverlin said the Forest

plan to rehabilitate the
landscape burned by the

and the Red Cross.

Contact George Plaven
at gplaven@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0825.
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stabilizing a position that 

departure of her predecessor, 

accusations of excessive 
travel. 

“She has the ability 

non-threatening way,” he 
said.  

The Legislature created 

four years ago at then-Gov. 

As her successor, 

continuing the focus on 

“cradle to career,” including 

school graduation rate. 
While his tenure was still 

hours old, state Republicans 
sent out a press release refer-

bureaucrat.” 

interests and individuals 

Oregon students reach their 
-

R-Powell Butte, said in a 

who also previously served 

“Lindsey has been an 
integral part of developing 
our education strategy 

-

in the 2015 session that 
support excellent teaching 

high school and college 
graduation rates,” Brown 
said.

beyond standardized testing 
and better integrate activities 

-
wide education position. 

superintendent Rob Saxton 

job as the superintendent 
Northwest Regional Educa-
tion Service District. Brown 

Information from the 
Associated Press was used 
in this report.

———
Contact Antonio Sierra at 

asierra@eastoregonian.com 
or 541-966-0836. 

Continued from 1A

was excited that all the 
furniture and white boards 
were closer to the ground, 

children to navigate the 

Shellie Wyss, a veteran 

observed the playground 

-

above age level. 

all held together by the 

In addition to being a 
central hub for all of the 

and the library. 
Learning Center Prin-

will be used for physical 
education as well as a venue 

Although the library/

rest of the learning center 
exudes, it also subtly nods 

past, containing original 

building.

throughout the facility 
without distinct purposes, 

space. 
The learning center has 

been designated the “Little 

has been designated for 

acting.
The learning center is 

also unprecedented in its 
internal decor.

Large windows let in 

light and bright colors are 
splashed across the walls, 

Dr. Seuss. 
Johnson said the 

not only help young children 

in parents, who play a vital 
role in early childhood 
education.

teachers,” she said of 
students. “The parents are 

The renovated schools 

Fishel said the school 
was designed to drive down 

costs, including a zero

conditioning. 
Although the early

in the bond process, when

Fishel said the project

which the district can use for 
other capital projects. 

———
Contact Antonio Sierra

at asierra@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0836. 

EARLY: 
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health, such as planting new 
trees, and repairing infra-
structure including bridges 
and culverts.

Forest Supervisor Steve 
Beverlin said the planning 
is done in conjunction with 
Grant County and local 
property owners. The BAER 

discussing what projects 

“It outlines the actions 

said.
The Forest Service 

expects to have the Canyon 

is fully contained. As of 

Once foresters are able to 

vegetation left on the steep 

washing dirt and ash into the 

trout and steelhead, Beverlin 
said. 

of upland soil stabilization 

to slow down and intercept 
the precipitation we get so 

down at once.”

In addition, Beverlin said 
-

tunities to salvage burned 

footprint.
The forest does not 

allow salvage logging in 
the wilderness areas or 

about their capacity for new 
logs, Beverlin said.

“We are exploring oppor-
tunities for salvage, and 

places, and the appropriate 

are able to carve out habitat 

Beverlin added. In partic-
ular, the Malheur National 

diverse groups of wood-

the country, which feed on 
-

posing wood.
Beverlin said the forest 

with rehabilitation before the 

and so far they are ahead 

Ferguson as a liaison for the 
group, and conversations 
are underway with the Blue 
Mountain Forest Partners 
collaborative group.

proactive,” Beverlin said. 
“We really need to get on 

Contact George Plaven 
at gplaven@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0825.

FORESTS: 
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Staff photo by Jonathan Bach

Kindergarten teacher Shellie Wyss enters dates into 
her calendar in her new classroom. School person-
nel continued to move into the new Pendleton Early 
Learning Center on Monday.

Staff photo by Jonathan Bach

Daniel Garcia, of A Sharp Painter, LLC, sits on the phone in one of the Pendleton
Early Learning Center’s main halls Monday. Teachers and remodelers mixed in the 
building as they prepared for the center to open next week.

“We’re not  
(students) first 
teachers. The 
parents are their 
first teachers.” 
— Rachele Johnson,   
kindergarten teacher

GOLDEN: 

high school graduation rate

voted against legalizing 

Kirwan said turnout will 

presidential election and 
-

juana issue on the ballot.

even needed a vote when the 
council had already voted 
last year to prohibit any 

with federal law. But city 

decide to legalize the drug, 
which would open the door 

for dispensaries.
“This is a second layer of 

protection,” he said.
The council voted unan-

-
na-related businesses. Later 
in the process, after the city 

public hearings, the council 
will vote whether to approve 

or put it before the voters. 
If the voters are allowed to 

no dispensaries will be able 
to set up shop before the 
vote.

Contact Jade McDowell 
at jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536. 

MARIJUANA: Voter 

during presidential election
Continued from 1A
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 “Summer Days & Country Ways”
 August 19-23, 2015

  To our all of our sponsors and to all the volunteers who put in 
 countless hours to help put on a great fair for all! 

 Thank you Nancy Gorham, Angie Hanson, Rhonda Hamby, Rod Taylor, Pat Tolar, Zack Lantis and Barry 
 Munkers and Ashley Jones, and to Macy Gibbs and all the 4-H Ambassadors for your hard work and help!

 Thank you Morrow County for a great 2015 fair!


