Page 2A East Oregonian

NORTHWEST

Tuesday, August 25, 2015

More homes

evacuated

in Canyon

Creek Complex

By GEORGE PLAVEN
East Oregonian

Another 22 homes have
been evacuated south of
John Day as the Canyon
Creek Complex marches up
the Strawberry Mountain
Wilderness and back toward
residential areas.

The  Grant  County
Sheriff’s Office ordered
immediate evacuations

for Upper Pine Creek and
Upper Dog Creek as a previ-
ously inactive portion of the
fire re-flared amid shifting
winds.

Winds shifted over the
weekend out of the south-
west, pushing the blaze back
northeast where firefighters
had already established fire
line and structure protection.
Tobin Kelley, fire behavior
analyst, said he expected
the flames to bowl back into
previously burned sections
of forest, working in crews’
favor.

Instead, the fire maneu-
vered around a stretch
of Rocky Ridge into the
Norton ~ Fork  drainage,
where it made a significant
run Sunday night. Nearby
homes were evacuated at

about 8 p.m., and a red flag
warning remains in effect
through Monday night with
wind gusts at approximately
20 mph.

Fire information officer
Stefanie Gatchell said fire-
fighters will be moved off
other parts of the fire to assist
with protecting houses. For
now, the fire remains in the
wilderness area, she said,
and no new buildings have
been damaged.

“Firefighter and public
safety is the number one
priority,”  Gatchell said.
“There was an urgency to
get those people out just in
case.”

The Canyon Creek
Complex  has  already
destroyed 39 houses and
damaged more than 50
other structures. There are
665 personnel still working
on the fire, as some crews
have been sent home or
reassigned to other higher
priority fires. To date, the
blaze has charred 73,210
acres and is 29 percent
contained.

Contact George Plaven
at gplaven@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-08235.

Hot, dry conditions in
Grizzly Bear Complex fire

East Oregonian

More than 600 fire-
fighters battled the Grizzly
Bear Complex fire in
northern Wallowa County
as it crossed the 65,000-acre
threshold on Sunday.

The National Weather
Service has issued a red flag
warning Monday because of
hot, dry conditions. The only
missing ingredient to an
extreme situation, according
to the fire behavior analyst,
is the wind, which was
lighter Monday.

Due to the red flag
warning, evacuation levels
remained the same for
communities impacted by
the wildfire.

According to a press
release from the U.S
Forest Service, overnight
operations Sunday helped
reinforce three and a half
miles of containment lines.
Officials are optimistic that
a line on the east end of the
fire in the Grouse Flats area
south to Troy will stop the
advance of the fire. On the
southern perimeter of the
fire, crews are using Forest
Road 62 as a containment
line.

Ski Bluewood, a ski
resort near Dayton, Wash-
ington, is being used as
base camp on the north side
of the fire, and a command
post has been set up in the
town.

Final ‘kicker’ amount to be announced Wednesday
Could get $144 against 2015 tax bills

By PETER WONG
Capital Bureau

SALEM When
lawmakers hear the first
quarterly revenue forecast
of the new two-year state
budget cycle next week,
they also will learn the final
amount of what Oregon
taxpayers will get back in
excess personal income tax
collections next spring.

The presentation is
scheduled to a joint meeting
of the House and Senate
revenue committees at 8:30
a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 26,
in Hearing Room A of the
Capitol.

In the most recent fore-
cast May 14, the projected
excess from the 2013-15
cycle — known as the
“kicker” — was at $473
million. According to Paul
Warner, the Legislature’s

reduced tax liability of 6.5
percent on 2015 tax returns
due in April 2016.

The final figure,
however, awaited the close
of the two-year budget
cycle on June 30 — and
that figure will be presented
to lawmakers as part of the
latest quarterly economic
and revenue forecast.

After the May forecast,
Rep. Tobias Read, D-Bea-
verton, introduced a bill
(HB 3555) to let lawmakers
to keep the kicker amount,
half of it for education and
the other half for a budget
reserve. But the bill would
have required two-thirds
majorities for passage, and
it never got a hearing in
committee.

Based on 2013 tax
liability, Oregon taxpayers
with a median adjusted
gross income of between
$30,000 and $35,000 —

half below — would get a
rebate of $144 against their
2015 tax bills due in 2016.

Under a 1979 law, which
Oregon voters wrote into the
state Constitution in 2000,
actual tax collections that
exceed budget projections
by 2 percent are “kicked”
back to taxpayers.

But taxpayers will not
get checks, as was the
practice  between 1995
and 2001, and again in
2007. Lawmakers in 2011
changed the law to revert to
the state’s previous practice
of granting a credit against
a taxpayer’s liability the
following year.

It cost nearly $1 million
to process and mail checks.

The most recent “kicker”
rebate was in 2007, when
taxpayers received a record
$1.1 billion amounting to
18.6 percent of tax liability.
The rebate occurred weeks
before the start of the
economic downturn.

Since the 1979 law took

personal income taxes has
been activated in nine of
18 cycles — excluding the
2013-15 cycle — but was
suspended in 1991.

Before 2007, there were
four “kickers” in a row from
1995 to 2001, ranging from
4.6 percent to 14.4 percent
of tax liability. There were
none in the following two
cycles.

Oregon also has a kicker
for corporate income taxes,
and it has been activated
eight times since 1979,
although lawmakers
suspended it twice. The
most recent payment was in
2005, although businesses
always took it as a credit
against taxes owed and
never got checks from the
state.

Although excess
collections are projected
for corporate taxes from
the 2013-15 cycle, Oregon
voters changed the Consti-
tution in 2012 so that excess
amounts go directly into the

chief tax analyst, that
amount would result in a

half above that range and

effect, the

“kicker”

for state school fund.

State says Portland’s mobile
medical marijuana cart illegal

PORTLAND (AP)— It didn’t take
long for an entrepreneur to combine
two of Portland’s favorite things:
marijuana and food carts.

But state officials aren’t thrilled.
The Oregon Health Authority on
Monday said the Smoke Buddy, a
mobile cart selling medical marijuana,
is illegal.

The agency’s spokesman, Jonathan
Modie, said operating a mobile service
or a medicine delivery service is not
allowed under the state dispensary
rules. The prohibition includes sales at
farmers markets, drive-thru windows
and mobile dispensaries.

According to Modie, a facility
must operate at a particular location
to be registered. And any transfer of
marijuana to or from a dispensary
must take place at the registered
address. Needless to say, Modie said,
the Smoke Buddy isn’t registered with
the state dispensary program.

And since it’s not registered, he
said, the Health Authority has no
power to cite it, fine it or shut it down,
he said.

“It’s a law enforcement issue,”
said Modie, adding that the state has
passed on information about the mari-
juana cart to city officials.

Sgt. Pete Simpson, a Portland

“Unless we get a neigh-
borhood complaint and an
officer is called to the scene,
it is not something we'll de-

vote resources to address.”
— Sgt. Pete Simpson,
Portland police spokesman

police spokesman, said if the mobile
cart has more than one ounce of mari-
Jjuana on board, it would be a violation
of state law and the operator could
be arrested or issued a citation for a
misdemeanor.

“Practically speaking though,”
Simpson said, “unless we get a neigh-
borhood complaint and an officer is
called to the scene, it is not something
we’ll devote resources to address.”

The Smoke Buddy has been oper-
ating for about a week, visiting several
Portland neighborhoods.

According to The Oregonian, the
mobile cart was built by Portland resi-
dents Larry and Jessica, who declined
to give their surnames. The couple
says they don’t sell the marijuana
— they give it away for free — but
customers can make donations for the
waterproof containers in which the
marijuana is packaged.

NRA sues over
Seattle’s adoption of

‘gun violence tax’

SEATTLE (AP) — The National
Rifle Association says it is suing the city
of Seattle over its adoption this month of
a “‘gun violence tax” as well as manda-
tory reporting of lost or stolen firearms.

The organization was joined by the
National Shooting Sports Foundation and
the Bellevue-based Second Amendment
Foundation. The lawsuit, filed Monday
in King County Superior Court, accuses
the city of violating Washington state law,
which prohibits local governments from
adopting laws related to firearms unless
those local ordinances are specifically
authorized.

The tax amounts to $25 for each
firearm sold in the city, plus 5 cents per
round for nearly every type of ammu-
nition. The revenue would be used for
gun safety research and gun violence
prevention programs.

City Attorney Pete Holmes has argued
that the gun violence tax falls squarely
under the Seattle’s taxing authority.

The East Oregonian works hard to
be accurate and sincerely regrets any
errors. If you notice a mistake in the
paper, please call 541-966-0818.

Corrections

FAsT ()REGONIAN

— Founded Oct. 16, 1875 —

Subscriber services:
For home delivery, vacation stops or delivery concerns: 1-800-522-0255

211 S.E. Byers Ave., Pendleton 541-276-2211
333 E. Main St., Hermiston 541-567-6211

Didn’t receive your paper? Call 1-800-522-0255

before 5 p.m.Tuesday through Friday
or before 10 a.m. Saturday

ADVERTISING
Advertising Director: Jennine Perkinson
541-278-2683 + jperkinson@eastoregonian.com

Multimedia consultants
+ Jeanne Jewett
541-364-4531 « jjewett@eastoregonian.com

NEWS
To submit news tips and press releases: * call 541-966-0818 «
fax 541-276-8314 + email news@eastoregonian.com

To submit community events, calendar items and Your EO News:
email community@eastoregonian.com or call Tammy Malgesini
in Hermiston at 541-564-4539 or Renee Struthers in Pendleton at
541-966-0818.

for same-day redelivery

+ Dayle Stinson

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed major holidays

www.eastoregonian.com

East Oregonian (USPS 164-980) is published daily except Sunday, Monday

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Local home delivery  Savings off cover price
$14.50

*EZ Pay = one-year rate with a monthly credit or debit card/check charge

+ Terri Briggs

EZPay 41 percent
To subscribe, call 1-800-522-0255 52 weeks $173.67 41 percent | Classified Advertising:
or go online to www.eastoregonian.com 26 weeks $91.86 38 percent 1-800-962-2819 « classifieds@eastoregonian.com
and click on ‘Subscribe’ 13 weeks $47.77 36 percent

541-966-0806 * dstinson@eastoregonian.com

541-215-0447 « thriggs@eastoregonian.com

Legal Advertising: Amanda Jacobs

To submit engagements, weddings and anniversaries:
email rstruthers@eastoregonian.com or visit www.eastoregonian.
com/community/announcements

To submit a Letter to the Editor: mail to Managing Editor Daniel
Wattenburger, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801 or email
editor@eastoregonian.com.

To submit sports or outdoors information or tips:
541-966-0838 « sports@eastoregonian.com

and Dec. 25, by the EO Media Group, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801.

Single copy price:

541-278-2683 * ajacobs@eastoregonian.com

Periodicals postage paid at Pendleton, OR. Postmaster: send address changes to
East Oregonian, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801.
Copyright © 2015, EO Media Group

$1 Tuesday through Friday, $1.50 Saturday

Real Estate Advertising: Jodi Snook
541-278-2670 * jsnook@eastoregonian.com

COMMERCIAL PRINTING
Production Manager: Steve Knobbe
541-966-0825 « sknobbe@eastoregonian.com

{® AccuWeather.com Forecast REGIONAL CITIES NATIONAL WEATHER TODAY
° Today Wed. Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are h
TODAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY Hi LoW Hi LoW Y ‘ T e
Astoria 72 51 s 73 54 pc {
] PLa Baker City 89 45 pc 91 47 s
' b 2 4 ? 4 ? Bend 84 525 85 53 pc } )
4 4 Brookings 69 54 s 70 54 pc / JBillings | P
"y o i - - Burns 90 45 pc 90 47 s ,/ \ .r—r\??,/ﬁ“ﬂw”’*%mtnr%eapolig
S Enterprise 87 53 pc 89 55 . (e
Eugene 84 51 pc 86 53 pc | - —
Hazy sun and Mostly sunny, Partly sunny, warm Smoky with Clouds and sun Heppner 86 56 pc 90 56 s |, ot ol YA \ y
A i . Hermiston 90 54 pc 93 59 pc $731 [ Dent == |
smoky warm and smoky and smoky periods of sun with a t-storm John Day 9 34 pc 92 575 ¢ #benus — 537523(:@"
Klamath Falls 86 46 s 86 46 pc \ | S
La Grande 88 46 pc 90 51 s Q N
87° 57° 92° 63° 90° 640 820 610 79O 540 Meacham 80 40 gc 83 41 s RN .
Medford 9% 60 s 93 60 pc * 87 §§
Newport 64 49 s 64 51 pc \ N
o o o o o o o o o o
90° 54 93° 59 93° 62 87° 61 81° 55 North Bend 67 51s 67 52 pc N
v v por  Ontario 95 58 pc 97 59 s N
} Seattle Pasco 90 52 pc 93 57 pc .
ALMANAC 3 “ 77/55 Wenatchee Spokane Pendleton 87 57 pc 92 63 s \
7 - e 85/59 @ Portland 82 57 pc 86 60 pc N
PENDLETON e .Tacoma ® Moses Redmond 87 48 s 89 51 pc \
through 3 p.m. yesterday { 76/46 ke ® Salem 8 53 pc 8 55pc  q05 .05 | 0s 10s | 20s | 30s | 40s 50s 60s 70s  80s | 90s ['i00s
2 - 87/53 /S 84/50 Ukiah 86 47 pc 88 49 s <aan 22990 LK K EKA o v o a s A~a O O
HIGH Low 72/51 77/45 89/54 AN - s e T : ;

i 85° 50° Longview [ ] Vancouver 81 54 pc 85 58 pc showers t-storms  rain flurries  snow ice coldfront ~ warmfront stationaryfront high low
Iﬁ)srtr?];@y 85° 56° i 79/49 S Kennewick Walla Walla gﬂilr::]\;vmla gg gi ?c gg gg Sc National Summary: A front will bring spotty thunderstorms to the Northeast and the Gulf
Records 105° (1898) _32° (1904) Astoria e ~ .~ 91/52 ® 88/63 Lewiston P¢ and sot;‘the;?AtI?nti;coSasts;oday.VerycooI air will continue to grip the Midwest. Storms

> * ol A1 A are in the offing for the Southwest.
PRECIPITATION 72510 o iahd L WAR T A WORLD CITIES "
24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00" 82/57 8 g Hermiston = 89/§;p"se Today Wed. Ygsterda!’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)
I\N/lonthlto dati - grgcze The Dalles 90/54 8§7s7e :“ -l Hi loW  Hi Lo w High111°in Needles, Calif. Low 28° in West Yellowstone, Mont.
ormal month to date 32" 7 89/58 / Beijing 85 69 c 87 68 pc
Year to date 5.00" yii .Salem ;;/(E‘?nde Hong Kong 93 81 s 92 81 pc NATIONAI- CITIES
Last year to date 8.30" SEORRY 83/53 , Jerusalem 83 65 s 86 66 s Toda Wed Toda Wed
Normal year to date 8.27" # ®Albany s Ser gy London 6 81 B 36 Hi Lo W Hi Lo W Hilow i Lo w
Corvallis g3 /a0 ISR - Mexico City 75 52t 74 STt T o 6 T 5 5 ¢
HERMISTON 85/49 John Day e Moscow 73 55 s 77 58 pc uquerque t t ouisville 77 59 s 79 61 s
through 3 p.m. yesterday AN, Paris 69 61 sh 85 62 pc Atlanta 86 61 s 84 66 s Memphis 82 61 s 83 62 s
i * 90/54 Ontario ® Atlantic City 85 67 t 82 66 pc  Miami 91 78t 89 77 t
TEMPERATURE Eugene Bend Rome 82 65 s 84 65 s 5 .
84/51 84/52 95/58 Seoul 78 68 r 80 67 c Baltimore 84 59 pc 83 60 s Milwaukee 70 56 pc 70 56 s
HIGH LowW ° Sydney 68 54 r 67 52 r Billings 92 61 s 89 61 pc  Minneapolis 71 52 s 74 58 s
Yesterday  91° 56° B Coldwell 2, 70 73 ¢ 80 75 Bimingham 83 595 81 61s  Nashville 81 57s 80 59
Normals 86° 56° S 90/45 94/57 Boise 95 66 pc 95 67 s New Orleans 92 725 88 71 s
Records 101°(1970)  40° (2010) / z = Boston 80 68 t 83 65 pc  New York City 86 68 t 84 68 s
Ll T WINDS Charleston,SC 90 74t 89 73 t  OklahomaCity 87 63 s 90 66 pc
PRECIPITATION 2 Medford 55
) . SN 94/60 / (in mph) Today Wednesday Charleston, WV 77 55 s 77 56 s Omaha 78 56 s 81 62 s
24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00 SEARRY . = % Chicago 72 56 s 74 55 s Philadelphia 86 65 pc 84 66 s
Month to date Trace o Klamath Falls q’i Boardman WSW 4-8 SW 3-6 Cleveland 71 57 pc 70 55 sh  Phoenix 102 85t 102 8t
Normal month to date 0.15" LI YN W Y T 86146 SR Pendleton WNW 4-8 WNW4-8  pallas 92 71t 94 72's  Portland, ME 75 64 t 78 60 sh
Year to date 3.25" ! WEATEE B BN 7 0 0 3 Denver 94 63 s 92 62t Providence 83 66 t 85 63 pc
Last year to date 4.85" Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows. UV INDEX TODAY Detroit 70 57 pc 72 55 pc  Raleigh 86 66 t 86 65 pc
Normal vear to date 6.07" El Paso 94 72t 94 73 pc  Rapid City 89 57 s 90 62 pc
*LSUN AND MOON REG'ONAL FORECAST Fairbanks 55 51 sh 56 47 sh  Reno 94 60 s 91 60 s
1 3 5 5 3 1 Fargo 73 47 s 79 58 s Sacramento 94 60 s 94 61 pc
Sunrise today 6:07am. Coastal Oregon: Mostly sunny today. Clear  Eastern Washington: Hazy sunshine today, Honolulu 89 77 t 90 77 sh St.louis 79 58 s 79 60 s
Sunset tonight 7:47 pm, o partly cloudy tonight. Sun and some but sunnier toward the Cascades; smoky 8am.10am. Noon 2pm. 4pm. 6pm. Houston % 73t 93 67 s SaltLakeCity 97 67 pc 72 60t
Moonrise tod 447 . clouds tomorrow. elsewhere. Clear tonight. 02 L 35 Moderate  6-7. High: Indianapolis 74 55 s 76 56 s San Diego 82 73 pc 84 73 pc
oonrise today 2 p.m. d Central Oredon: Cascades: Mostl s -2, Low - 3-5, Moderate  6-7, Righ; Jacksonville 9% 73t 92 72t  SanFrancisco 73 58 pc 74 59 pc
Moonset today 1:31a.m. Easternand Centra dregon: Hazy sun ascades: Mostly sunny today. ear 8-10, Very High; 11+, Extreme Kansas City 79 56 s 81 60 s Seattle 77 55 pc 82 59 pc
Full Last New First today.Sunnyalnd hot|nthelsouth;smoky tonight. Intervals of clouds and sunshine The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ num- Las Vegas 96 74 t 95 76 t Tucson 95 75 t 9% 75 pc
) Py elsewhere. Mainly clear tonight. tomorrow. ber, the greater the need for eye and skin protection. Little Rock 86 62 s 87 62 s Washington,DC 86 67 pc 85 67 s
» [ W | Western Washington: Hazy sun today. Clear  Northern California: Partly sunny at the Los Angeles 87 70 pc 89 70 s Wichita 85 62 s 88 68 pc
N’ PP - - tonight. Partly sunny tomorrow. coast today; mostly sunny elsewhere. Forecasts and graphics provided by Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
Aug29 Sep5 Sep12 Sep21 AccuWeather, Inc. ©2015 sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.



