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Three firefighters killed in
Washington state wildfire

TWISP, Wash. (AP) — Three
firefighters were killed and three to
four others were injured, at least one
critically, on Wednesday as raging wild-
fires advanced on towns in north-central
Washington, authorities said.

Okanogan County Sheriff Frank
Rogers said the deaths, in a wildfire
near Twisp, had been confirmed, but he
said he was not immediately releasing
specific details about the circumstances
or the victims, pending notification of
their families.

“It was a hellstorm up here,” he told
KXLY-TV of Spokane. “The fire was
racing and the winds were blowing in
every direction and then it would shift. ...
It was tough on ‘em up here.”

One firefighter had been taken to
Harborview Medical Center in Seattle
in critical condition, a nursing supervisor
there said.

“My heart breaks over the loss of
life,” Gov. Jay Inslee said in a written
statement. “I know all Washington joins
me and Trudi in sending our prayers to

the families of these brave firefighters.
They gave their lives to protect others.
It was their calling, but the loss for their
families is immense.”

The news came after officials urged
people in the popular outdoor-recreation
centers of Twisp and Wintrop, in the
scenic Methow River valley to evacuate
as a fire near Twisp grew to about 2
square miles.

The Okanogan County Emergency
Management department issued the
order for the towns, which combined
have a population of about 1,300.

A larger group of fires burning
to the east covered about 50 square
miles and prompted the evacuation of
Conconully, home to about 200 people
20 miles northwest of Omak — with
further urgent evacuation orders issued
Wednesday night for an area south of
Conconully to the Omak town line.

To the south, more than 1,100
firefighters were combatting a fire that
topped 108 square miles and was still
threatening the resort town of Chelan.

Angela Seydel, a spokeswoman for
Okanogan Emergency Management,
said Wednesday evening that 4,000
homes in the region had been evacuated.

“It is really bad out there. The fires
have just exploded,” she said. “We’re
just directing everybody to head south.”

A stream of cars poured south out of
Twisp as dark smoke clouds loomed; the
highway to the north was closed. Some
people put sprinklers on their roofs in an
effort to protect their homes, and others
joined gas lines several cars deep.

The National Weather Service issued
ared flag warning for the eastern portion
of the state from 11 a.m. Wednesday to 5
p.m. Friday. Officials said temperatures
will climb above 90 degrees and relative
humidity will drop as low as 14 percent.

Drought and heat have combined to
make this fire season of the most active
in the United States in recent years.
Nearly 29,000 firefighters are battling
some 100 large blazes across the West,
including in Idaho, Oregon, Montana,
Washington and California.
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Pilot walks away from plane that
crash landed, flipped in Morrow County

A pilot survived a hard landing in Morrow County over
the weekend, according to a press release from the Morrow
County Sheriff’s Office.

On Tuesday, police received a report that a plane appeared
to have crashed near the Jepsen ranch in south Morrow
County.

Steven Huggins, of Beavercreek, lost control of his light
plane while landing on a small private runway along Liberty
School Road. The plane flipped and landed upside down.
Huggins walked away from the crash with minor injuries
and notified the National Transportation Safety Board of the
incident.

Morrow County Sheriff Office will not conduct an
investigation into the hard landing, as it is under the purview
of the NTSB.

Oregon parks department bans campfires

Campfires and other open flames are prohibited at Oregon
state parks until further notice.

The ban covers any property managed by the Oregon
Parks and Recreation Department and includes tiki torches,
candles and fires on ocean beaches. It does not apply to
propane stoves or charcoal briquettes used for cooking.

Deputy parks director MG Devereux said the ban was to
prevent accidental fires that would further tax firefighting
resources that are already spread thin.

“Most communities have sent local firefighters and
equipment to help with wildfires throughout the state,”
Devereux said in a statement. “An unintentional fire in a state
park would add an unnecessary burden to firefighting efforts.”

The ban will be re-evaluated in one week. Visitors to parks
who want to check on the status of the campfire ban can call
800-551-6949 or visit www.oregonstateparks.org.

Cylvia Hayes turns emails over to court

SALEM (AP) — Former Gov. John Kitzhaber’s fiancee,
Cylvia Hayes, has turned over thousands of her emails to the
Marion County Circuit Court.

The emails were delivered on a thumb drive on
Wednesday, two weeks after Judge Tracy Prall sided with the
Oregonian in a public records dispute. Earlier this year, Hayes
filed a lawsuit seeking to block the release, saying she was not
a public official subject to the state’s open records law.

Under Prall’s order, court staff will review the records and
flag emails that are subject to the Oregonian’s public records
request.

Kitzhaber resigned in February amid allegations that
Hayes did private consulting work for organizations seeking
to influence state policies.

Oregon health officials release draft
recreational marijuana rules

PORTLAND (AP) — Oregon public health officials have
released draft rules for medical marijuana dispensaries selling
legal recreational pot.

The Oregon Health Authority’s rules limit the type of
marijuana products sold as of October 1 to seeds, dried leaves
and flowers and plants that are not flowering. As expected,
edibles won’t be sold to recreational users at medical mari-
juana dispensaries.

The products can be purchased in limited quantities,
including up to one-quarter ounce of marijuana flowers or
leaves per day.

Only adults age 21 and older will be able to enter the
dispensaries, which will verify age via a state or federally
issued ID. Each purchase will be recorded.

Lawmakers passed legislation to temporarily allow
recreational sales at medical dispensaries because full retail
marijuana sales are not to begin until late in 2016.
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9:00 Livestock Confirmation
10:00 Old Time Fiddlers
2:00 BENNY THE BEAVER
3:00 Ice Cream Social
3:00 Talent Show
6:00 Murray’s Wine Tasting:
Live Music
6:00 OTPR NPRA Slack
Fricley 21sk
Exotic Animals & Kid Zone
9:00 Showmanship sheep & swine
1:00 Showmanship beef
3:30 Master Showmanship
8:30 Youth Dance sponsored by 4-H
7:00 OTPR/NPRA Performance
10:00 Live Music: Michele Drey &
Branded
Saturelay 22nel
Exotic Animals & Kid Zone
10:00 Parade
12:00 Buyers Lunch
1:15 FFA Awards
2:00 Youth Livestock Auction
7:00 OTPR/NPRA Performance
10:00 Live Music: Michele Drey &
Branded
Sumelenyz 23l
1:15 Morrow County Rodeo

ADMISSION
Fair: Adults $3.00 - 6-12 $1.00
Rodeo: Adults s10 - 7-12 $7
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