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One dollar

Your Weekend

Rock Camp concert in
Downtown Pendleton
Muddy Frogwater
Country Classic Festival
Silent auction fundraiser

° for local martial artist

For times and places
see Coming Events, 5A

Catch a movie

JaimieTrueblood/Universal Pictures

“Straight Outta Compton”
follows the formation and
break of hip-hop’s N.W.A.

For showtime, Page 5A
For review, Weekend EO

Weekend Weather
Fri Sat Sun
PPy DNG NG
y ¥ '\ r '\
-; l‘ ‘l l‘ ‘l
X 'r'cl‘ 'r'ql‘

WY

84/58 83/54 85/56

Gov signs
final batch
of bills

$11M headed to
Umatilla Basin
for water projects

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

Millions of dollars are
officially heading to Eastern
Oregon after Governor Kate
Brown signed the last of the
2015 legislative session’s
bills Wednesday afternoon.

The final 43 bills included
the so-called “Christmas tree
bill,” which doled out money
to a variety of projects that
include the Eastern Oregon
Trade and Event Center,
the Port of Morrow Early
Childhood Development
Center and the $11 million
earmarked for water projects
in the Umatilla Basin.

Board members for the
Eastern Oregon Trade and

See BILLS/6A
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Energy tax credit loopholes

Some sellers flout state pricing rules

By HILLARY BORRUD
Capital Bureau

State regulators allowed some
sellers of Oregon energy tax credits
to offer buyers deep discounts while
forcing others to follow strict state
pricing rules.

As a result, those not following
the rules were able to more easily
sell their credits, and their buyers
realized greater value for their
investment, while those following
the rules were at a competitive
disadvantage.

The state offers the tax credits

to government and private orga-
nizations to help offset the cost of
efficiency and renewable energy
projects. Recipients can use the
credits to reduce their taxes, or sell
them to raise capital.

Oregon lawmakers have tried
repeatedly to rein in the costly
incentives, with bills to reduce the
cost of the program and control the
price at which the credits could be

sold to investors.

But a group of tax credit recipi-
ents and brokers set out to find ways
to circumvent them.

Conflicting advice

They had help from staff at the
Oregon Department of Energy,
where  employees gave out

See CREDITS/10A

Jalapefio eating contest splces up Latino night
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Staff photo by E.J. Harris
Hermiston Cinco de Mayo Queen Sara Lomas, left, and Princess Hillary Fernandez, second from left, react to the heat after eating their first
jalapeno during a contest Thursday at the Umatilla County Fair in Hermiston. Third from left is the contest winner Maria Carmen Flores
from Irrigon.

County fair turns up the heat

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

It was 98 degrees at the Umatilla
County Fair on Thursday after-
noon, but things were about to get
a lot hotter for the contestants at the
jalapefio eating contest.

Sisters Lili and Veronica Gomez
of Hermiston were nervous after
deciding on the spur of the moment
to enter.

“My strategy is not
to throw up.”

— Veronica Gomez, Hermiston

“My strategy is not to throw up,”
Veronica said.

She said she had just eaten
dinner before hearing about the
contest, so she was pretty sure she
wasn’t going to win, but it seemed

like fun anyway.

Lili said she was going to try
to avoid the seeds, which are the
hottest part of the pepper.

Austin Garcia, 13, was sure he
was going to eat all 8 peppers in the
allotted two minutes, even though
the announcer said it had never
been done before.

But as the contest got underway,
contestants soon realized they had
gotten themselves into more than

they had bargained for. There was
gagging. There were tears. There
was milk-chugging. And yes, there
was some throwing up.

In the end Maria Carmen Flores
of Trrigon won the contest and a $25
gift certificate from sponsor Fiesta
Foods, downing an entire three
peppers and starting on a fourth
before the buzzer sounded. Lili

See JALAPENOS/6A

Woman faces recovery from wreck, stroke with humor

Friends hold benefit
to help replace car

By KATHY ANEY
East Oregonian

Betty Bell isn’t one who
bemoans the bad breaks in life,
although no one could blame her.

The Hermiston woman battled
her way back after a stroke eight
years ago at age 45. Then last
month, her world turned upside
down again.

On July 19, Bell hung suspended
by her seatbelt for two hours after
her car soared off Highway 97
and crashed nose-first onto large
boulders. The impact burst two
vertebrae, broke her right leg and
kneecap and pinned her lower
extremities.

Bell had been heading back

home after spending an enjoyable
weekend in Bend helping a friend
celebrate her birthday. She felt
relaxed and happy as the miles
streamed by. Suddenly, on a curve,
a semi-truck blasted into view. Star-
tled, Bell realized the big rig had
drifted partway into her lane. She
scooted onto the gravel shoulder.
Adrenaline zinging through her
body, she overcorrected as she
attempted to get back onto the
road. The Hyundai shot across the
highway and went airborne.

“It was surreal. 1 had the
sensation of being in midair,” Bell
recalls. “I was praying as hard as |
could pray.”

Air bags deployed as the
Hyundai and crunched into rock.
The driver’s door popped open.
When the car settled and the dust
from the airbags dissipated, the

See BELL/10A

Staff photo by Kathy Aney
Betty Bell, of Hermiston, does therapy this week at the Regency
Hermiston Nursing & Rehabilitation Center, sharing a laugh with
physical therapist Franz Horvath.



