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Evacuation order lifted for to

ROOSEVELT, Wash.
(AP) — The evacuation order
for the town of Roosevelt was
lifted Wednesday after a fast-
growing wildfire bypassed the
community, fire spokesman
Ron Fryer said.

“People are back in their
homes,” Fryer said of the
approximately 300 residents
of the Columbia River town.

Residents remain under
notice to be able to leave
quickly if conditions change,
Fryer said.

None of the 350 homes that
were threatened in the area
have burned and there were no
reported injuries, Fryer said.

The grass fire grew to 26
square miles by Wednesday
afternoon, after being reported
at 15 square miles earlier in
the day, Fryer said.

State Route 14 through
Roosevelt remained closed,
he said.

State and local crews were
fighting the blaze, located
about a mile north of the
Klickitat County town on the
Oregon border.

Mandatory evacuation of
the town was ordered Tuesday
afternoon, shortly after the fire
started. The cause is under
investigation.

Roosevelt, which was on

the route of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition in the 19th
century, is near the Oregon
border, about 120 miles east
of Portland.

Meanwhile,  firefighters
slowed the growth of the fire
along parts of Lake Chelan.
A smoke inversion lifted on
Tuesday, allowing helicopters
to attack the flames with
water-bucket drops, officials
said.

Firefighters expect that fire,
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Fire burns along State Route 14 near Roosevelt, Wash., Tuesday.

which covers about 40 square
miles, to continue moving
south along Lake Chelan
toward Graham Harbor. They
were keeping a wary eye
on gusty winds forecast for
Wednesday.

Mandatory ~ evacuations
remain in effect for Holden
Village, Lucerne, Domke
Lake, Riddle and Lightning
Creek.

But the Lake Chelan
Chamber of Commerce issued

a news release saying the
tourist community was open
for business and urged people
not to cancel their travel plans.

The fire started June 29
from lightning in remote
timber and grass on the west
side of the popular lake. It
grew over the weekend amid
hot, dry weather and down-
lake winds. The blaze has shut
down a section of the Pacific
Crest Trail and several camp-
grounds.

Judge: Hayes was public official, her emails public record

By HILLARY BORRUD
Capital Bureau

SALEM — A Marion
County Circuit Court judge
ruled Wednesday that former
Oregon first lady Cylvia
Hayes was a public official
and her emails regarding
state business are public
records.

Hayes served as an unpaid
policy adviser to her fiancée,
former Gov. John Kitzhaber,
from 2011 until shortly
before Kitzhaber resigned
in February. The Oregonian
newspaper filed a public
records request for Hayes’
emails from that time that
dealt with state business.

In an order issued
Wednesday morning, Judge
Tracy Prall gave Hayes
14 days to provide copies
of her emails to the court.
Prall will review the emails
to determine which are
public records and should be
released. The office of Gov.
Kate Brown already released

94,000 emails between Hayes
and Kitzhaber administration
staff in April, so Prall will
focus on approximately
30,000 additional emails
Hayes sent or received in the
time period requested by The
Oregonian. Hayes never had
a government email address
and instead used private
accounts.

Hayes filed a lawsuit
against The Oregonian to
prevent the disclosure of
her emails, after the Oregon
Attorney General’s Office
ordered Hayes to turn over
the emails in February.

Charles Hinkle, a lawyer
for The Oregonian, said on
Wednesday that Prall agreed
with the previous decision by
the Attorney General’s office
that Hayes was a public
official.

“Judge Prall agreed with
the Attorney General that
when a person functions as a
member of the government,
that person is subject to the
public records law,” Hinkle

said. “And Judge Prall
found that the undisputed
facts showed that Cylvia
Hayes acted as a member of
the governor’s office, with
authority given to her by the
governor, just like any other
member of the staff.”

“The task before the court
is to separate the emails that
are clearly public records,”
Hinkle said.

Prall decided to review
the emails because Hayes’
lawyer argued it would
have violated Hayes’ Fifth
Amendment right against
self-incrimination if the court
forced Hayes to decide which
emails pertained to state busi-
ness. Hayes’ lawyer, Whitney
Boise, has said the request
for Hayes to determine when
her emails dealt with public
business and when they
were private addressed the
distinction between Hayes’
paid consulting work and
public policy role, which is
the heart of a federal criminal
investigation into influence

peddling allegations against
Hayes and Kitzhaber. Hayes
was paid more than $200,000
for consulting work since
2011, by groups with an

Expansion of gun sale
background checks
takes effect Sunday

By JEFF MAPES
The Oregonian

PORTLAND The
new Oregon law requiring
background checks for
private gun transactions
will take effect Sunday
amid plenty of uncertainty.

Nobody really knows
how many private sales
occur in Oregon and there
is heated debate about
whether the new law will
be widely ignored or not.

On top of that, many
local sheriffs and county
commissions
don’t intend to enforce the

new law — and it’s unclear
how many gun dealers
will even agree to conduct
checks for private sellers.

“We  don’t  really
know” how many more
background checks will
be conducted, said Dave
Piercy, who manages
the firearms unit for the
Oregon State Police. “This
is a big cultural change for
Oregon.”

Gov. Kate Brown signed
Senate Bill 941 into law on
May 11 after an intense
legislative battle that pitted
gun-rights activists against
groups seeking to stem gun
violence.

The measure requires

criminal and  mental
health checks for private
gun transfers. The federal
government  has  long
required these  checks
for sales by licensed gun
dealers. The state police
conducted about 240,000
checks last year and denied
about 1 percent of the sales
because the buyer is legally
prohibited from possessing
a firearm.

But extending the
checks to private gun
transfers was a difficult
blow for many gun owners

say they accustomed to Ilending,
swapping, buying and
selling  their  firearms

without the involvement of
the government.

They question why
someone should have to
get a background check to
sell a gun to a good friend
or store it at a neighbor’s
house while on vacation.

“This is the creepiest,
rottenest law,” said Warren
Lacasse, owner of The
Gun Room in Southeast
Portland, predicting that
many gun owners will
simply ignore it.

But supporters say the
new law can help change
attitudes — just as seat-
belt laws spurred much
higher usage rates.
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sun today; however, sunnier across the
south. Clear tonight.

by sunshine at the coast today; plenty of
sunshine elsewhere.
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Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.



